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What if I cried, no one  

would hear me 

What if I died no one  

would care. 

When you see me don’t  

turn away in disgust 

I s�ll have a heart 

and feelings. 

Don’t judge me by my 

appearance. 

I didn’t choose this life 

Hear my story first. 

I once had a wife a  

job and a home 

Then my wife died, I lost 

my Job and had to leave 

my home. 

My world is a blanket 

on my back and two  

carrier bags in my hands 

I survive on charity from  

kind people like you. 

Thank you Sir. 

                God Bless you. 

 (THIS is NOT ME)                Don Banks 

Don Banks told me that the inspira�on for this poem came in the course of 

a sleepless night during which the words simply came together. He had 

then felt he had to get up early and write it down in case he forgot it.  

This is reminiscent of the story of Kubla Khan, Coleridge’s great 

imagina�ve poem, which was conceived complete in an opium-enhanced 

dream. He had then woken up and started to write it out when he was 

disturbed by an early morning visitor. When he went back to the poem he 

found he had quite forgo%en the rest of the it, leaving him with just the 

fragments he had already wri%en out. But what fragments they were. 

Interes�ngly Don also said that a few days later at Wells market, he had 

exchanged a few words with a visitor clearly on hard �mes. His life story 

was the same as that of the (STREET PERSON) of Don’s poem.   Rob Walker                                      

   (A STREET PERSON) 
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Pastoral Le0er to the Benefice from  Julie Simms 

As you read this magazine, the Corona�on of 
King Charles III will either be imminent, 

happening right now or just past, depending 

upon the speed of your magazine delivery or 

purchase.  

I was asked to write this ar�cle just as we 

celebrated Palm Sunday and I couldn’t help 
thinking about the contrast between the arrival 

of the King of Kings into His city Jerusalem and 

the an�cipated parade through the streets of 
London following the crowning of our new 

Monarch.  

The gathering of the crowds in Jerusalem a week before Passover was 
completely spontaneous - the peoples response to Jesus’ three year 

ministry and their overflowing joy and excitement at the one they 

perceived as the Messiah. The basic prepara�ons for the Corona�on 
would have been made long before the Queen died with the details to 

be arranged. The streets will be lined with well wishers waving flags 

along with heavy security, a cavalcade of out-riders and gilded 
coaches. For Jesus it was palm branches and the way strewn with 

cloaks and a li<le donkey making its way through unrestricted crowds.  

In a garrison prison the King of Kings is mocked and given, not a 
bejewelled crown, but a twisted crown of the sharpest thorns. Into his 

hands are placed not an orb and sceptre but cruel nails. As our new 

King salutes the crowd to cheers, Jesus was subjected to those 

mocking and shou�ng for this death.  

Good Friday sadness is changed to Easter joy as we celebrate His 

rising again and at the end of this month we mark the sending of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost. The King of Kings is very much alive and his 

Power at work throughout the world. We wish King Charles a long and 

happy reign blessed by the King of Kings.  

God save our King                                                                                     

 Julie Sims 

 



5 

 

Remember Jesus too 

Wri�ng about the celebra�on of Holy 

Communion almost eighty years ago, Gregory 
Dix posed the ques�on ‘Was ever another 

command so obeyed?’ It’s well worth 

searching online for his whole answer. An 

edited quote of his response reads: 

‘For century a2er century, spreading 

slowly to every con�nent and country and among every race on 

earth, this ac�on has been done, in every conceivable human 

circumstance, for every conceivable human need. Men have found 

no be%er thing than this to do for kings at their crowning and for 

criminals going to the scaffold; for armies in triumph or for a bride 

and bridegroom in a li%le country church; for the wisdom of the 

Parliament of a mighty na�on or for a sick old woman afraid to 

die; while the lions roared in the nearby amphitheatre; on the 

beach at Dunkirk. And best of all, week by week and month by 

month, on a hundred thousand successive Sundays, faithfully, 

unfailingly, across all the parishes of Christendom, the pastors 

have done this just to make the plebs sancta Dei—the holy 

common people of God.’ 

The first of Dix’s scenarios will be played out before us at the corona�on 

of King Charles III. At the heart of the ceremony, amidst all the pomp 

and circumstance, the oaths and declara�ons, the regalia and crowning, 

will be the celebra�on of Holy Communion. The words used will be just 
the same as those spoken in our parish churches Sunday by Sunday. 

From Communion, the King and Queen will be sent out from 

Westminster Abbey to live like us the prayer we say at the end of many 
of our services. They will offer ‘their souls and bodies to be a living 

sacrifice, sent out in the power of [God’s ] Spirit to live and work to 

[God’s] praise and glory.’  

The command that the King, Queen and all of us obey is Jesus’s direc�on 
to ‘Do this in remembrance of me.’ So, as you watch the Corona�on 

please remember Jesus too. For he is the one who comes to us as a 

servant; the king of Kings.                                                  Michael Beasley 

Pastoral Le0er from  Michael Beasley, 

Bishop of Bath and Wells 
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And here is the back story from an earlier edi�on of this magazine 

 

‘This is the story of a young schoolgirl who joined the church choir in 1979. 

She liked to watch the organist playing and, no�cing her fascina�on with 

the keyboard he encouraged her to play the piano. 

The church was St. Leonard’s, Rodney Stoke, the organist was Cecil Linham 

and the schoolgirl was Joanne Turner. Sadly Cecil died in 1983 and John 

Wood, the then Vicar, persuaded Joanne to play for all our services at 

Rodney Stoke and Drayco<, also taking all the choir prac�ces. She was 

eleven years old. 

In 1985 John Wood entered her for the Bishop of Bath and Wells organ 

bursary, which she won, en�tling her to have a few organ lessons. 

Joanne played every Sunday in both churches for seven years, including 

four services at Christmas, un�l she went to study music in Birmingham. 

Joanne s�ll plays regularly at St. Leonard’s and we love hearing her 

play. ‘ 

Joanne Turner writes: 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to my lovely present of 

aLernoon tea and many thanks to everyone who signed my lovely 

card to celebrate 40 years of playing the organ at St. Leonard's.  

It was a really lovely surprise and it is very much appreciated.  It has 

been a wonderful experience and opportunity to play in such a beau-

�ful church and to have so many happy memories accompanying the 

choir and playing for so many services.   

At a young age, it certainly helped me to quickly develop my musical 

skills which have been invaluable throughout my teaching career.   

Once again, thank you so much.                                                   Joanne  
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Remember it’s this 

year's 

Chris5an Aid BIG 

BREAKFAST 

8.30am—10am Saturday 3
 
June       

at St Peter’s Church Drayco� 

  Enjoy a full English Breakfast £7 each  

followed at 10.30 -12 noon by Coffee & Cake  

 
 

Support  the DEC Turkey-Syria Earthquake Appeal  

This card portrays Tulip and 

Jasmine which are the na�onal 

flowers of Syria and Turkey.  

It is blank inside so it can be 

used on all occasions. 

Copies are available, price £2 

each, either from the Drayco< 

Community Shop or from 

Honor Neave on 01749 870053 

All proceeds will be donated to  

the Disasters Emergency 

Commi<ee Turkey - Syria 

Earthquake Appeal through the 

Red Cross. 
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Home Communion 
It is one of the great privileges in ministry to be able to bring 

communion to the elderly and housebound or those who are 

temporarily unable to get to church due to injury – do let us know if 

you, or someone you know, would appreciate this aspect of the 

Church’s care.  Contact the Parish Office on 01934 742535. 

Thank you to those of you who came to experience the Lent prayer 

group medita�ons.  

From feedback received from those who a<ended, God was 

speaking in amazing and prac�cal ways through his Word to us.  

The mee�ngs will con�nue on a monthly basis on the first Monday 

of the month at 11am in the ‘Den’.  

Anyone and everyone is very welcome to come so please just turn 

up!  The first one will be Monday 5 June – but please see Pew News 

to confirm this.                                                                           Julie Sims                                                                 

The tradi�on of decora�ng 

the church with white lilies at 

Easter was con�nued this 

year with the help of 

dona�ons from the 

congrega�on. It resulted in a 

stunning display.  

Men�oned many �mes in the 

Bible, the white lily 

symbolises purity, rebirth, 

new beginnings and hope. It 

is most oLen associated with 

Christ’s resurrec�on.  

Lilies at St Leonard’s this Easter 

Fellowship of Contempla5ve Prayer Mee5ngs  
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Music Ma�ers 

God Save The King 

Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anointed Solomon King. And all 

the people rejoiced and said “God save the King”. 

These words from the 1
st

 Book of Kings were used at the earliest 

corona�on ceremony we have any details of, that of King Edgar in AD 973 

in Bath Abbey. (In those days, Westminster was just a stretch of marshy 

land near London.) The words have been used at every corona�on since 

then; they have been set to music by various composers, but the 

magnificent seTng we all know was wri<en for the anoin�ng of King 

George II in 1727. Handel was commissioned to write the music for the 

service, but with admirable self-belief he had already selected the words 

for the anthems and wri<en the music before being asked. 

Zadok, with its slow, drama�c build-up leading to the blaze of trumpets at 

the entry of the voices, will be sung again at the anoin�ng of King Charles 

III. Another piece of tradi�onal music will be heard as the King and Queen 

enter Westminster Abbey: from Psalm 122, I was glad when they said 

unto me, we will go into the House of the Lord. This s�rring anthem by 

Parry was first heard at the corona�on of King Edward VII in 1902. 

King Charles has personally selected and commissioned music for the 

ceremony from a wide range of composers including Andrew Lloyd-

Webber and Carl Jenkins. This will be a grand, na�onal occasion but also 

an in�mate moment of personal dedica�on. 

At the corona�on of Queen Elizabeth II, which many of us of a certain age 

will remember well, the special choir – all male of course - included 

representa�ves from all the cathedrals in the land and some other large 

churches. Wooden staging had been built inside Westminster Abbey to 

hold over 8000 guests. This �me, the 2000 congrega�on will all be seated 

at floor-level. Only one cathedral choir will be joining the royal choirs to 

sing at the service – the girls’ choir from Truro. 

There are varying shades of belief about the importance of monarchy in 

modern Britain, but the succession of reigns does at least give us a useful 

way of measuring �me throughout history and the forward march of 

technology: the 1911 corona�on was in the newspapers, in 1937 on the 

radio, in 1953 we had television, in 2023 YouTube. 

David Cheetham 
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 The Glastonbury Thorn Story 

Some forty years ago there was a 

Glastonbury thorn tree growing 

in St. Leonard’s churchyard. It 

was a small specimen that I think 

I recall growing to the leL of the 

church path. A year or so ago 

Isobel Sealey reminded me about 

it and asked what had become of 

the tree. Somebody may 

remember why it was removed, 

did it die I wonder? The PCC have 

been searching for a replacement 

for some �me but to no avail as 

the nurseries which raise them 

sell out quite quickly. By great 

good fortune a small specimen in 

a pot was seen by Honor outside 

a shop in Glastonbury High Street 

and she snapped it up immediately. It has now been planted in the 

churchyard by a small working party. 

The Glastonbury thorn is a form of common hawthorn, Crataegus 

monogyna biflora, which, as the name suggests, flowers twice in a 

year, the first �me in winter and the second �me in spring. The trees 

in the Glastonbury area have been propagated by graLing since 

ancient �mes. Recently many a<empts to grow the tree from seed or 

cuTngs have been unsuccessful, resul�ng only in the common 

hawthorn. Now success depends on graLing Holy thorn cuTngs on 

to the root stock of the blackthorn or sloe, so preserving the 

“miraculous” Christmas blooming characteris�c. This method was 

perfected by Mr. George Chisle<, head gardener of Glastonbury 

Abbey at that �me. He planted the large tree in the churchyard of St. 

John’s in the High Street some 80 years ago. His son, Wilf, sent Holy 
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thorns all over the world 

including Washington, Canada, 

New Zealand and Australia. 

The tree is associated with 

legends about Joseph of 

Arimathea and the arrival of 

Chris�anity in Britain. A 

flowering sprig is sent to the 

Bri�sh monarch every 

Christmas taken from one of 

two younger thorns in St. 

John’s parish churchyard. This 

custom was ini�ated by James 

Montague, Bishop of Bath and 

Wells, during the reign of 

James I. The thorn also 

featured on Bri�sh postage 

stamps at Christmas in 1986. At the end of term pupils from St. 

John’s Infant School gather round the tree to sing carols and the 

eldest pupil has the privilege of cuTng the branch that is presented 

to the monarch. 

It seems a very fiTng tree to plant in St.Leonard’s churchyard in the 

year of the Corona�on of King Charles III.                       

Ann Percival 
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 Friend’s of St Leonard’s (FOSL) 

Somerset Day Celebra5ons 

Star5ng at 6pm Saturday 20 May 

Brangay Farm 

with live music, maypole dancing and  

a fine Somerset Supper 

Tickets: £15 Adults , £7.50 Children under 12 

Tickets available from FOSL Commi0ee Members  

All tradi5onal beverages available 
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Charles Farris is a London-based chandlers’ company in London, specialising in all 

manner of ecclesias�cal requirements, from vestments, to corporals, lavabo towels, 

incense, candles of many varie�es, chalice palls and much more. As you would 

expect, one of its’ biggest and most regular orders is from many metropolitan 

parishes for Communion wafers and wine. 

Both the wafers and the wine are supplied in differing styles and configura�ons and 

various non-alcoholic wines are also now available. In the old days (‘daze’ if you over-

vigorously imbibed), there was just the few alcoholic brands on offer. 

By far the most popular range of Communion wine was in Farris’ Alto Vino range. My 

memory recalled it as ‘Altar Vino’ but I’ve probably misremembered, although a 

name change is possible. The favoured wine within the Alto Vino range was the rich 

ruby red – a mid-sweet flavour. 

I was always a dedicated resister to being inveigled into the choir or any sort of 

serving role, preferring to take my place in one of the back pews each Sunday, but 

would go to the church on a Friday night before Youth Club with my friend Mark, the 

chief acolyte,  to prepare everything for the Sunday morning service.  

Back door unlocked and doing the same to the vestry and safe contained within, 

we’d leave a few bo<les, calculated on the likely size of the congrega�on, out. 

Occasionally, there’d be a part-empty bo<le inside the safe too. It was inevitable that 

one Friday, tempta�on gained the upper hand. A bo<le with a mere inch or so 

remaining was found. 

Neither of us had been confirmed at that �me, so we had no idea what to expect. 

Perhaps it was our completely unsophis�cated palates but the half-inch we each 

gulped down was more than enough. If that was Farris’ idea of ‘sweet’ we could only 

be grateful that the firm didn’t produce vinegar as well. 

No post-sampling hangovers resulted from our �ny tas�ng but I ended up fervently 

wishing the company would alter the vino formula. No idea if they ever did, as I’ve 

never touched it since.                                                        Ade Macrow 

S�ll the Son of a Preacher Man 

The editor comments: I have never understood why the CofE does not source its wine 

from the likes of Lidl like the rest of us. It’s cheaper and much more palatable. The last 

bo<le of the official stuff I saw was clearly labelled 'not for consump�on as a beverage'. 

It came from a winery, as I remember it, in Rowley Regis i.e. half way between Cradley 

Heath (where they made the anchor chains for the Titanic) and West Bromwich deep in 

The Black Country. I never saw any vineyards in that locality and its wine would 

certainly not be fit for human consump�on in my humble opinion. Mind you 

Halesowen, which is close by, is the home of the UK pork  scratchings industry ( which 

was adver�sed quite accurately as the UK's favourite high protein snack) so who knows 

what might be hidden away by the canals someplace.  Enlightenment appreciated. 
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Vampire power, also known as phantom load, is the name given to the 
electricity used by an electronic device when it is turned off or in 

standby mode. It maintains the seTngs on the TV , to let it power up 

quickly when you turn it on, and it keeps the clocks going on our ovens 
and microwaves. It also keeps wireless networks on line (even when 

we’re not using them), and keeps our printers 

poised to print at the press of a bu<on. 

Research by the Energy Saving Trust es�mates 

that up to 16% of all the electricity used in homes 
is used to power devices in standby mode. With 

the cost of living rising, and energy bills being the 

largest expense for most households, it makes 

sense to find ways of reducing the ‘phantom load’. 

The worst offenders are TVs, DVRs, mobile phone chargers, clock 
radios, computers and printers, coffee makers, microwave ovens, any 

device with a remote control, any device with a clock, or with a standby 

indicator light. Of course some things need to be leL on because it’s 
unpredictable when they will be needed, like answering machines. But 

there are a number of simple changes suggested for other common 

devices, to save electricity and reduce energy bills. 

First, you could plug in your phone, tablet and laptop chargers into a 

mul�-socket power strip, and then get into the habit of switching the 
strip off when you’ve finished on the computer. And do the same with 

for the TV, game consoles and other home entertainment devices. If 

you really don’t want to turn off your computer, it’s worth seTng it to 

sleep mode when it’s not in use, as this saves power. 

Consider leaving your microwave unplugged un�l you need it. It’s 

probably only in use for a few minutes each day, so it does seem 

extravagant to keep in on standby 24/7. 

And finally, a thought not about phantom load, but reducing the �me 
your TV is on. Apparently research show that 42% of householders in 

UK leave the TV on as company for their pets for up to 5 hours a week. 

If you need to provide company for a pet, a jbradio would be more 

economical!                                    Nikki Devi% 

Vampire Power… and how to vanquish it! 
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Quiz News 

 

 

Thank you 

everyone who supported this fund raising quiz for our 

Church.  

Over 100 copies were sold and at least one found its way 

overseas as far as  Dublin. But only 23 replies were 

received back with nine scoring 79 points out of 80 

ques�ons.  

The winner of the £25 prize was judged to be Ann 

Percival who was just a whisker off perfect so well done 

Ann.  

The amount raised was £236. 

Thank you all for your 

support..       

 Jo Symes 

St Leonard’s Numbers Quiz 

A Quiz for Somerset Day 

Somerset Day falls on Friday 12 

May this year and everyone is 

invited to celebrate by joining what 

is hoped to be Somerset’s biggest 

ever quiz. In conjunc�on with BBC 

Somerset, an actual and virtual quiz 

will take place between 7pm and 

9pm 

Anyone can take part in the radio 

quiz, but organisers are also 

encouraging pubs, schools, care homes and others, including 

church communi�es, to host a quiz on the same evening and raise 

funds for local good causes.  

Find out more at somersetday.com . 
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     May and the Poets 

There is May in books forever; 

May will part from Spenser never; 

May’s in Milton, May’s in Prior, 

May’s in Chaucer, Thomson, Dyer; 

May’s in all the Italian books:— 

She has old and modern nooks, 

Where she sleeps with nymphs and elves, 

In happy places they call shelves, 

And will rise and dress your rooms 

With a drapery thick with blooms. 

Come, ye rains, then if ye will, 

May’s at home, and with me s�ll; 

But come rather, thou, good weather, 

And find us in the fields together. 

James Henry Leigh Hunt  (1784-1859) 

Sue’s Recipe and Peter’s Poem 

Corona5on Chicken 2023 (Serves 6) 

6 skinless chicken 

breasts 

2 tsp. mild curry powder 

150g mayonnaise  

125g crème fraiche 

3 tbsp mango chutney  

1 tsp Worcestershire 

sauce 

2 celery s�cks, finely 

chopped  

75g dried, ready to eat 

apricots 

50g sultanas 

50g flaked almonds 

Large handful fresh 

coriander, chopped 

1. Place chicken breasts in a large pan and 

cover with cold water. Bring to the boil, turn 

the heat down and simmer for 15mins or 

un�l cooked through. Drain and leave un�l 

cold. 

2. Heat a small frying pan and toast the curry 

powder, s�rring, for about 30secs. Place in a 

large bowl with mayonnaise, crème fraiche, 

chutney, Worcestershire sauce, celery, 

apricots and sultanas. S�r through and 

season. 

3. When the chicken is cold, cut into bite size 

pieces and add to the bowl with most of the 

almonds and coriander. S�r well and garnish 

with the rest of the almonds and coriander. 

4. Keep cold and eat within a day. 
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Sunday Services and Readings 
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The Annual Parochial Church Mee5ng of 

Drayco0 church will be held on 

Thursday 27 April at 7:30pm, with a 

service of Compline beforehand at 

7:15pm. 

All welcome! Those on the church 

electoral roll are en5tled to vote. 

Please ask the PCC secretary by 20 April 

if you wish to bring up any specific items 

for discussion at the mee5ng (Chris 

Green, greendevi0@gmail.com; 01749 

870554). 

St Leonard’s Rodney 

Stoke 

APCM 

7.00pm  Wed 26 April 

Church Hall 

‘Everyone welcome’ 
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Run by Volunteers for the 

Community 
Newspapers, magazines, 

bread, milk, cakes, 
sandwiches, local meat and 
cheese, cards and so much 

more 
The Street, Draycott.    Tel. 01934 740044 

Draycottcommunityshop.co.uk 
New Volunteers always welcome! 
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