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Can you help with Messy Church?
The Messy Church team are looking to recruit new members to help with
this valuable work with children and families in Cheddar, Rodney Stoke and
Drayco!. You would be part of a suppor$ve group who enjoy having fun
and learning together using a Chris$an theme. We
meet eight $mes a year in Cheddar Village Hall,
usually on a Saturday a)ernoon, and you could be
involved on a regular or an occasional basis. If you
would like to ﬁnd out more please speak to
Marguerite (01934 742708) or Julie (01934 782595).
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Pastoral Le+er to the Beneﬁce from Stuart Burns
Dear Friends,
This is the edi$on for Easter, and the
appalling news of the death of a young
mother and her unborn baby a)er being
bombed in a maternity hospital in Mariupol
has just been aired. We shall need to
celebrate Easter, the season of new life, a
season of hope, whilst we feel sickened by
the atroci$es being commi!ed in Ukraine.
Very few of us will have seen such
unthinkable suﬀering being inﬂicted on fellow
humans in our life-$me, even from afar and on our TV screens. Such is
the extent of wilful destruc$on of homes, communi$es, schools and
innocent and fragile lives, that it is not far-fetched to suppose that gross
evil is afoot. The unprovoked assault on women, children and noncombatants not only contravenes any no$on of a ‘just war’, and
cons$tutes a terrible crime, but also cynically insults the Lord, the giver
of human life, fashioned in God’s own image. Perhaps we should not be
surprised, when such an a!empt to destroy life and assault God also
happened on Good Friday, when Jesus, who came oﬀering peace and
unlimited compassion in God’s name, was horribly put to death by a
cruel state. That atrocity was akin to Pu$n’s.
In our anger and upset, we give money for refugees, we consider hos$ng
refugee families here in our own homes, we pray for Ukraine. Our hearts
are warmed by the incredible kindness of the people of those states
neighbouring Ukraine. Most of those people, especially in Moldova and
Romania, are very poor; their poverty makes them more generous,
opening their homes and sharing the li!le they have. Jesus said, “Blessed
are you .. I was a stranger, and you welcomed me” (Ma!hew 25).
Terrible situa$ons allow for unprecedented acts of compassion which
may be costly to the giver. This is a way to bring good out of evil, to say
that the evil does not win, and to aﬃrm life out of
death. Jesus rose from the dead on the third day,
Easter Day, and in his name and his strength we
can make Easter hope real and make resurrec$on
mean something tangible.
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Pastoral Le+er from Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton
Hope in a turbulent world
I write this on Ash Wednesday, a day when we
begin a period of reﬂec$on and penitence
remembering our own mortality. Those of us
receiving the ash crosses on our foreheads today
will hear these words: ‘Remember that you are
dust and to dust you shall return…’. Faced with our
death we consider how we might live. Are there
things we need to change? What might we need to seek forgiveness for and
from whom? ‘…Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ’ are the words
which follow the ash.
As you read this le!er we will be approaching the end of Lent, and Easter will
be in sight. Much will have happened in the world since I wrote it. Two
years ago, I was praying for the world caught up in the early throes of a
pandemic and lockdown. Who could have known that we would s$ll be
living with the virus and how much life would have changed for us? Today I
am joining in the prayer and fas$ng for all countries at war.
And yet that is the very heart of faith. We do not know what the future
holds but we do know the One who holds us. The fact is that God so loved
the world that when He sees us in our greatest need, at our most
threatened, fragile, He comes to be with us. To share the pain and give
Himself fully, even to the point of death. And the story of Easter tells us that
death is not the end. That life is found through the death of the Saviour.
I don’t know what your experience of these last couple of years has been or
what deaths you might have faced. I expect many of us carry the scars and
wounds of loss. Pain and death are not things we can avoid. And neither did
Christ. The hope He oﬀers us is that they are not the end of the story but
rather the beginning. Hope can be ignited and life restored through the
faithful following in the footsteps of the One who loves us.
It does not mean that all will be wonderful and our journey smooth. It won’t
stop wars from taking place or people from hur$ng one another. But it does
mean that hope, forgiveness and new starts can be found as we look to
follow Christ’s example.
With thankfulness for you, and His love
Ruth Worsley
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Announcing Drayco+ Annual Parochial Church Mee-ng
11am Sunday 24 April at 11.00
at St Peter’s Church
The mee$ng is open to all but only those on the
electoral roll have vo$ng rights.
We will be serving refreshments!
If you have speciﬁc issues to raise,
please contact the PCC secretary
Chris Green at least a week before
the mee+ng on 24th April:
greendevi!@gmail.com ;
telephone 01749 870554

St. Leonard's Rodney Stoke
Annual Parochial Church Mee-ng
7.00pm Tuesday 26 April
Drinks and Nibbles to follow
All welcome
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Saturday 23 April @ 2pm

SOSP JUMBLE SALE
at The Strawberry Special, Drayco+
Contribu$ons of jumble very welcome on the day
Please DO NOT leave jumble at the Pub before the day
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St Leonard’s Church
Rodney Stoke
A Concert with the Can-amo
Singers
(Conductor: Michael Tailor)
Saturday 21 May
‘a date for your diary’

All Saints Church Wrington
7.30pm Saturday 2 April
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Music Ma+ers

Miserere Mei, Deus
It had all been so cheerful over Christmas and Epiphany. But now it’s
penitence and prepara$on, since (as I write this), we are not even
halfway through the six and a half weeks of Lent.
As the opening of Psalm 51 (as appointed for Ash Wednesday) puts it:
Have mercy upon me, O God, a/er thy great goodness: according
to the mul+tude of Thy mercies, do away mine oﬀences.
That psalm sets the solemn mood for Lent, and especially for musicians
as they search out reﬂec$ve organ and choral music to match the season.
If ever there was one par$cular piece of music associated with Lent, is
must surely be The Miserere by Gregorio Allegri (c.1582-1652) – a sePng,
in La$n, of the whole of Psalm 51.
Allegri was a priest and a singer in Rome’s Sis$ne Chapel choir, and he
wrote his sePng to be sung in the chapel during the solemnity of Holy
Week. It is set for two choirs (the second being a group of four soloists),
and it was so jealously guarded that anyone who took the music
elsewhere was threatened with immediate excommunica$on by the
Va$can.
What they couldn’t stop was young Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart wri$ng it
down from memory around 1770 a)er he’d been to a Service in the
Chapel (he even went back later, to check that he’d got all the notes
wri!en down correctly). A year later, his version was published in
England.
But that’s not where the story ends, since the 5 verses sung by the solo
group have what are known as Abbellimen+ – that’s to say, notes that are
added to show oﬀ the prowess of the singers. If you hear the Allegri
sePng these days, you will marvel at the ornaments in the high treble/
soprano part that takes the soloist up to a Top C ! We’re pre!y sure that
these are not the ornaments that would have been heard in Allegri’s
$me, and it is thought that they are the later work of a Catholic priest
and singing teacher in Rome – Pietro Alﬁeri (1801-63).
Whatever the facts, there is no other piece of music that sets the
peniten$al mood of Lent as well - words from Psalm 51, be it by Allegri,
William Byrd, Samuel Sebas$an Wesley or a host of other composers:
Wash me throughly from my wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin.
Barry Rose
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Arrival of Spring
It is very hard to write enthusias$cally about the minu$ae of a peaceful
rural life in a Somerset village when fellow Europeans are suﬀering
appallingly as result of a cruel war. Concerns about setbacks in the garden
caused by deer, rats, squirrels, pigeons, other pests and diseases are now
insgniﬁcant compared with far greater world events. Wri$ng in March I
sincerely hope that by April an end to the violence is achieved, although at
what cost to the people of Ukraine remains to be seen.
The arrival of Spring can bring an upsurge of happiness star$ng with a
succession of opening blossom on the trees. First, wild plum, or bullace,
followed by blackthorn, magnolia, amelanchier and cherry, through to the
peerless pear and the almost summery apple blossom. The buds open in
order and provide a con$nuous source of pollen for the insects, which in
turn feed the birds.
The jewels by the wayside reveal themselves gradually star$ng with the
unobtrusive, green-ﬂowered dog’s mercury, then the celandines,
primroses, wood anemones and violets take their opportunity before
being hidden by burgeoning cow parsley and jack-by-the-hedge. A
sequence repea$ng itself for hundreds of years regardless of the human
strife around them.
The arrival of the swallows a)er their dangerously epic journey is
wonderful. The round trip to Africa and back is 9000 miles, but they return
to within one hundered yards of where they were born. They spend the
ﬁrst week circling the skies to reacquaint themselves with the layout of
ﬁelds, hedges and barns before thinking about repairing their nests. This
blueprint remains with them all their short lives promp$ng us to hope that
the Ukrainian refugees will also return to their familiar homeland.
Two years ago at the start of the pandemic we were cheered by the
thought that nothing can stop the rebirth of nature a)er the winter sleep.
The renewal of hope at Easter$de is inexorable and heartening. This is
something for which to be thankful.
Ann Percival
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PLANT STALL and COFFEE MORNING
at Brangay Farm, Rodney Stoke
10.30am – 12.30am Saturday 23 April
Dona-ons of plants gratefully received
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Ukraine
Bishop Ruth Worsley writes:
Our Archbishops and the Pope have invited us to set this par$cular Ash
Wednesday aside to pray for peace in Ukraine. It would be easy for us to
point the ﬁnger at those we hold responsible for such atrocity against
brothers and sisters. And yet we need to recognise that all of us carry
responsibility for our own failures to live as peacemakers and
reconcilers. Not one of us is perfect and Lent oﬀers us an opportunity
for honest realism and a chance to repent and seek forgiveness.
Where will we be as we enter Holy Week and approach Easter? What
might be the outcome for Ukraine, Russia, ourselves?

Help us to support Ukrainians ﬂeeing the
conﬂict
Come and join us for a)ernoon tea and
cakes at

Rodney Stoke Church Hall
2pm Saturday 26 March
Bring and buy stall and a raﬄe
All proceeds to the Red Cross Ukraine
Refugees appeal.
Dona$ons can be given to:
Honor Neave (01749 870053)
or Judy Pearce (01749 870765)
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Ukraine
Cards for Ukraine
Unique design in Na$onal
Colours—Blue & Yellow
Perfect for Mothers Day,
Easter, and best wishes of
all kinds. Blank inside.
£2.00 each from Honor
Neave (01749 870053) or at
a shop or stall near you
All proﬁts to the Red Cross Ukraine Refugees Appeal

SOSP (Supporters of St
Peter’s)
invite you all to St Peter’s
Church on Saturday 2 April
for our monthly Coﬀee &
Cake Morning star$ng at
10.30am followed at 12
noon to 1.30 by a Chris-an
Aid Lent Soup Lunch in aid
of the DEC Ukraine
Humanitarian Appeal
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The return of Patricia’s Pantry

April hath put a spirit of youth in everything

Spring’s spring looks diﬀerent in Miramichi than in England.
The signs are subtle. Storms that dumped ﬂuﬀy white powder, or thick clots
of wet snow, give way to blasts that ﬂashover into snow pellets or freezing
rain, as warmer and colder air layers contest Miramichi skies. Temperatures
go above zero for several hours, ﬁlling drives and paths with water before a
refreeze brings slick glare ice. Snow dri)s drop, small valleys forming here and
there as melt water gurgles and undermines. The constant thaw/refreeze
creates a crust on the snow, o)en thick enough to walk on, and new snow
quickly adds its melt or gets blown oﬀ by the wind. More rain falls, adding to
the icy crunch.
Minus twen$es and thir$es are a memory. The temperature now ﬂirts with
zero, and rarely below minus ten at night. The sun grows stronger, and a
winter’s worth of sand and grit draws its rays and accelerates melt. And all
that melt ﬂows to the river. Previously locked in impenetrable ice, the
Miramichi now carries standing water and slush atop the whiteness, variously
weakening the ice or refreezing into ska$ng rink perfec$on. In scarcely a
month, the ice will break and grind on the $de, before one day going out for
good.
Responding, the community rhythms change too. The stores oﬀer winter gear
now at rock bo!om prices, and the aisles of DIY shops are clogged with newly
arrived plan$ng supplies. The local baseball team, the Miramichi Ironmen,
adver$se tryouts and training in the local gym. Passers by oﬀer observa$ons
that it’s been a pre!y good winter, all told, general agreement that we’ve had
enough of it, and that this next storm or that will likely see us out.
Of course, Miramichi being Miramichi, there’s always the personal to look
forward to. Everyone knows that Andrew, who runs Miramichi’s premier ice
cream shop each summer before disappearing to Montreal for winter, will
soon be back. As he observed once, he’ll make more money in the ﬁrst few
days of the season than he will in a week of persevering at the end.
Tricia and Murray Heckbert
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S ll the Son of a Preacher Man

Spring
Spring. Like so many words in the English language, it has mul$ple meanings
and possible interpreta$ons. Most presciently at this $me of year, it
summons up the inevitable images of the rebirth of the land. Gambolling
new-born lambs with dazzling, unsullied white ﬂeeces, crocuses, daﬀodils,
narcissi, buds on trees and maybe, if we are fortunate, a few blue skies and
some sunshine: harbingers of the hoped-for more pleasant weather ahead.
The season Spring is the move from the starkness of Winter into a so)er,
brighter, be!er-lit $me.
From a mechanis$c point of view, the word describes a curled coil of wire or
other substance; something that can be u$lised in depression and expansion
of many devices, dependent upon requirements. Many other inven$ons of
the horological kind also depend upon diﬀering types of springs, such as
$mepieces like clocks and watches.
The spring from which water rapidly gushes is another wholesome image
and a stock feature in many a photograph or pain$ng. Worldwide, springs
can blow hot or cold, as can we, in terms of our moods and reac$ons to
situa$ons.
Many cliches, such as “springing into ac$on” are frequently employed to
indicate a rapid response to something. In terms of its myriad deﬁni$ons,
it’s accurate to say that ‘spring’ is perceived posi$vely. ‘The Arab Spring’ was
a $tle invoked to indicate a new beginning, although it sadly failed to
ul$mately come to pass.
“Hope springs eternal” is another well-bruited aphorism, which may sound
trite in the face of the horriﬁc war being waged upon Ukraine by Pu$n and
his cronies but think of that mechanical form of spring again. It is extremely
diﬃcult to stretch a spring to the point whereupon it becomes uncoiled or
breaks. The heroic Ukrainians are proving to be similar in their resistance.
Let us all fervently pray that this monstrous conﬂict ceases soon.
Ade Macrow
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Millie and Henry (School Council
Members) write:
‘Last Thursday was our ﬁrst visit
back to church since lockdown! We
went in our world book day
costumes and Dr Devi! led our
collec$ve worship. It was lovely to
be back in church as we haven't
been able to go since the COVID lockdowns. Dr Devi! told us a story and, as
usual, some of us acted out the parts. This $me we took our new class
candles to church which we use for class worship and when we go in the
hall. When the three candle holders are put next to each other you can see a
heart shape and we use it to show that we are all together. We are looking
forward to going to church more o)en now and also singing some of the
new worship songs that Mrs Johnson has been teaching us. ’

As a PTAF, we feel we are gePng back into the swing
of things now. Covid is slowly making way for us to
try and start planning our fundraising for school
again. As we type this, we are looking forward to our
Quiz night at Drayco! Memorial Hall. We have just
heard that the ﬁrst lot of 50 $ckets have almost sold
out, with only 10 days to go. This is great news and we hope to update you
in May on how the evening went!
For now, we have pencilled in some great events for the children, and
parents! From our Mothers Day Stall at the end of March, to ﬁnally holding
our postponed ﬁlm night for the children, to another Krispy Kreme sale
(watch this space for how you can order your delicious doughnuts and help
raise funds for school!) We have also started to discuss a Village Easter Trail
for the Easter holidays; look out for posters and informa$on on Facebook
for how you can get involved!
Recently we asked school what we could ﬁnancially help with in school, the
answer - money towards their revamp of
the school library. We were only too
happy to be able to contribute £1000
towards and look forward to an update
on the new library area soon!
One last note - we are hoping to start a
School 100 Club and will be sharing more
informa$on for how to get involved soon!
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Bus Back Worse?
Our local bus services are threatened
April 2022 was meant to be the dawning of a new era for public transport,
with fresh funding of £3 billion available to improve bus services, the socalled 'Bus Back Be!er' strategy. People could perhaps at last be
persuaded to abandon their cars and take the 'greener' op$on of using
buses. And taking the bus isn't only a solu$on for local transport, it
connects people to long-distance rail travel with poten$ally huge carbon
savings on travel.
Somerset County Council had put in a bid of £163 million to this fund. It's a
lot of money, but Somerset bus services are simply the worst rated of any
county in England, so they need a lot of
improvement. However we now know the
total of the bids for the fund amounts to 8
$mes the available money, so Somerset is
unlikely to get what it needs.
To make ma!ers worse, two years of Covid
have seen bus passenger numbers fall to
40% of pre-pandemic levels, and as we know
from our own 126 bus, services have been
cut. The government has stepped in with a
COVID bus subsidy. It transpires that to fund
this, over half of the £3 billion bus
improvement fund has been diverted, just to
maintain current services. At the $me of
wri$ng, local authori$es do not even know if the exis$ng level of funding
for bus services will be con$nued from April.

‘Daddy ….
….what
was a 126?’

So , far from improving, bus services are set to get much worse. Without
the subsidy it is es$mated that 30% of current services would go, and
some routes would stop completely.
But there is something you can do if you think public transport is
important, for you, and for the planet. You could email the Government
Buses Minister, Baroness Vere of Norbiton (verec@parliament.uk ) asking
that the Bus Recovery Grant be extended beyond April, and copy your
mail to our MP (james.heappey.mp@parliament.uk )
Also, as the elec$ons for the new Somerset Unitary Council approach, on 5
May, if you speak to any of the candidates, do ask about their plans to
improve bus services in Somerset.
Nikki Devi7
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Mary’s Recipe and Don’s Poem

Roasted Cod with Cherry Tomatoes, Basil & Mozzarella
2 225g/8oz cod ﬁllets, skinned &
pin-boned
Olive oil
Sea salt & fresh ground black
pepper
2 handfuls of red and yellow
cherry tomatoes, halved
1 handful fresh basil, leaves
picked
1 ball buﬀalo mozzarella, ﬁnely
sliced
1 handful grated parmesan
cheese

1.
2.
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Preheat the oven to 220°
C/425°F/gas 7.
Place cod ﬁllets in an oiled
roas$ng $n or an earthenware
dish. Drizzle with olive oil &
season. Place the tomatoes,
basil & mozzarella on top of
the ﬁllets. Sprinkle over the
Parmesan, drizzle over some
olive oil & bake at the top of
the pre-heated oven for about
15-20 minutes , un$l golden.

Sunday Services and Readings
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Home Communion
It is one of the great privileges in ministry to be able to
bring communion to the elderly and housebound or those
who are temporarily unable to get to church due to injury
– do let us know if you, or someone you know, would
appreciate this aspect of the Church’s care. Contact the
Parish Oﬃce on 01934 742535.

Would you enjoy a friendly chat, a bite to
eat and a -me to appreciate being with
others?
Try the SALT lunch at Cheddar Village Hall
12.30— 2.00 pm Monday 25 April
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BENEFICE cheddardrayco!androdneystoke@gmail.com
RECTOR
Stuart Burns
Email
stuart.burns01@gmail.com
Home phone 01934 743649
Please note: Stuart's home tel number has a call-screening facility to stop nuisance
calls; the system asks you to say your name and then press # and wait brieﬂy ; Stuart
then hears who it is and allows the call which adds your name so that next +me you
will go straight through; please bear with this; once added the ﬁrst +me you won't
have to be 'processed' again! There is also an answering machine on this number.

ASSISTANT CURATE

Thea Oliver 07767892313 (Thurs & Sun)
revthea@outlook.com
LAY CURATE
Ruth Mo$on 07729264213 mo$onruth@gmail.com
BENEFICE OFFICE
01934 742535
LAY/LICENSED READER
Dr Chris Green
BAPTISM COORDINATOR

Julie Hope

01934 742234

CHEDDAR www.standrewscheddar.org.uk
Churchwardens: Margaret Gelder 01934 710573 Paul Tulle! 01934 743281
Deputy Wardens: Marguerite Strang 01934 742708 Gill Spencer 01934 740054
Deanery Synod Reps : Margaret Gelder, Dawn Hill
Treasurer: Dawn Hill
Secretary: Sylvia Hall
Cheddar Village Hall Bookings: Samm Richards cvhbooking@gmail.com
DRAYCOTT www.rodneystokewithdrayco!.org.uk
Churchwarden: Chris Green 01749 870554
Deanery Synod Reps: Tricia Lumley, Thea Oliver
Treasurer: David Cheetham
Secretary: Chris Green
RODNEY STOKE www.stleonardsrodneystoke.org
Churchwarden: Megan James 01749 870555
Deanery Synod Reps: Jo Symes, Colin Symes
Treasurer: Sue Walker
Secretary: Vacant
Church Hall Bookings: Sue Walker 01749 870611
MAGAZINE EDITORS
Cheddar: Margaret Gelder
e: margaretgelder@hotmail.co.uk
Rodney Stoke & Drayco+: Rob Walker e: editor.rsdparishmag@gmail.com
Deadline for Magazine copy is 11th of each month
Published by The Rector and Churchwardens of the Parishes of Rodney Stoke and Drayco!
in the Diocese of Bath and Wells.
Printed by The Beneﬁce of Cheddar, Drayco! & Rodney Stoke
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