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Benefice Services this Christmas 

A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 

An all-inclusive 10 days in Jerusalem and Galilee  

with Rev Stuart Burns and Rev Richard Neill 

1-10 February 2021 

For more details do pick up a brochure from St Peter’s or St Leonard’s. 

………..nothing can ever quite prepare you for the chaos that is the Church 

of the Holy Sepulchre or the drama that is the Damascus Gate……... 
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As this is read, we shall be days away from yet another 

general elec"on, and wondering if our Brexit frustra"on 

really will come to a conclusion on 31
st

 January, and 

reflec"ng on a difficult year globally - especially the rising 

awareness of the cri"cal damage to our planet and 

catastrophe brought to people by pollu"on and climate 

change. 

25
th

 December is Christmas. May we reach through the "nsel 

to the truth of INCARNATION – literally “God made flesh” – hearing the 

message that God abhors the idea that he is far away in heaven, and removed 

from the earth or the wellbeing of the creatures who live there. God in Jesus 

embraces every joy and pain of life on our planet. 

5
th

/6
th

 January is Epiphany. On this day we sing “We Three Kings” and 

remember the “wise men” from the east visi"ng the infant Jesus in the stable. 

The word “epiphany” means something like a revela�on, or truth-declara�on. 

The whole point is that God reached far beyond Israel in a radical 

demonstra"on that his love and interven"on was for all peoples, creeds and 

cultures (and never the preserve of one na"onality or culture above another). 

2
nd

 February is the Presenta�on of Christ. We remember Jesus the infant 

brought to the temple in Jerusalem, where a very old man, Simeon, faithful to 

God all his life, held the child and declared that Jesus would “cause the falling 

and rising of many in Israel” and would “be a sign many would oppose”. 

Simeon’s insight warned that God’s inten"on was, through Jesus, to expose 

and challenge the injus"ces of the poli"cal and religious structures of Israel 

and beyond. 

Therefore, (if we listen to God and hear the real lessons of the Bible over the 

“fes"ve season”), then Christmas and New Year is when we might get booted 

(amongst others) into:  

•vo"ng in the elec"on  

•demanding just ac"on from our poli"cians 

•deciding to work for more fairness in our own country 

•resolving to support Third World chari"es  

•joining the protests against environmental destruc"on. 

I wish you a peaceful, thoughAul, encouraging and loving Christmas.  

Stuart Burns 

Pastoral Le3er to the Benefice from Stuart Burns 
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Le3er from the Right Reverend Peter Hancock, 

Bishop of Bath and Wells 

So it has been decided. There is to be a General Elec"on 

on 12 December and much has been made of the fact 

that this is the first December elec"on since 1923. Things 

could be worse however, as the 1885 General Elec"on 

took place over three weeks from 24 November to 18 

December 1885. It was nonetheless an important 

milestone in social history, as it extended vo"ng rights so 

that for the first "me a majority of adult males could vote 

and most cons"tuencies returned only a single member to Parliament. 

These were quite radical developments and at that elec"on large numbers 

of men voted for the first "me. It saw the Liberals, led by Gladstone win 

the most seats, but not an overall majority, with the Irish Na"onalists 

holding the balance of power and the Unionist MPs having a significant 

voice. The 1885 elec"on also saw the first socialist party, the Social 

Democra"c Federa"on, par"cipate.  

So significant was this elec"on that my predecessor, Bishop Arthur Hervey, 

wrote an open leIer on 2 October 1885 sugges"ng that ‘all Chris"an 

subjects of the Queen had a duty of special prayer to Almighty God that He 

will be pleased to guide the minds of the Electors to make such a choice of 

representa"ves as shall tend most to the glory of God, the honour and 

welfare of our Sovereign, and the happiness of the people.’ In His view 

Parliament was responsible for establishing ‘peace and happiness, truth 

and jus"ce, religion and piety’ and the ‘welfare of all people.’ In asking 

people to pray, as well as to vote, he made it clear that whilst people 

would have different ‘poli"cal leanings’ that they needed to come 

together to pray for the ‘peace and happiness of the na"on at large’.  

I think we all know that this General Elec"on before us now will similarly 

be cri"cal in helping to determine the future of the United Kingdom – at 

least for the immediate future. In wri"ng this ar"cle I am therefore seeking 

to follow Bishop Arthur Hervey by reminding us all of the responsibility we 

have to pray for our country and to work with all people for the welfare 

and the well-being of everyone. 

With my prayers and very best wishes,                                 Peter Hancock 
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Messy Church 
All Children with Carers 

Welcome  

2.30pm—4.00pm   

Sunday 1 December 

Cheddar Village Hall. 

Benefice Events and No�ces 

Since its incep"on nearly two years ago, the monthly SALT lunch in 

the Village Hall, Cheddar has proved very popular. There is also the 

occasional trip out like the one shown above to the Rural Life 

Museum at Glastonbury. It has occurred to the team that some 

people may now wonder about the purpose behind it. 

SALT stands for St. Andrew's at Lunch Time and the ethos behind it is 

to provide a simple lunch of soup and a roll, with tea and/or coffee 

and cake to follow. It is very informal  and completely free, although 

dona"ons are welcomed. 

There is always a choice of three different soups - all home-made - 

and at least one (oOen all three) is gluten-free. So if you or anybody 

you know would like good company, good conversa"on and a good 

repast, please come along. We'd be delighted to see you. 

The next SALT lunch is at 1230 on Monday 27 January 2020 so please 

just turn up and come along.                                            Ade Macrow 

So what is SALT? 
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New candles�cks for St Leonard’s 

In October 2018 Colin Symes and I met up with Richard Weaver, who hails from 
LoveIsville, Virginia, USA. Richard is a frequent visitor to this area since he is a 
descendant from many local families, most notably Lee, and he has become very 
interested in family history. 

Richard’s 3x great-grandfather, Seth Lee, was bap"sed in 1823 in St Leonard’s by 
Reverend Daniel TremleI but some"me between 1823 and 1841 Seth and his 
parents William Lee and Hannah WhiRng Lee moved to Waywick, near Banwell. 
William Lee also had a brother Josiah, born in 1784, but who remained in the 
area. Census and "the records of 1841 show him living with his family in a large 
house, situated on a sizable plot with a barn, in DraycoI Street (The Street) 
DraycoI, which today is known as three proper"es, namely Lilac House, Lilac 
CoIage and Blackberry CoIage. His occupa"on is listed as a farmer. 

(An example of Richard’s large extended family is that in 1792 William WhiRng 
from Mark married Ruth BaI from Nyland and I believe they farmed locally at 
Court Farm as there is an inscrip"on on a farm wall, which I was able to show 
Richard and some of his cousins) 

Last year Colin gave Richard a guided tour of the church, including a trip up the 
tower and also showed him the church silver, where Richard was par"cularly 
interested in anything that might be connected with bap"sms. During the course 
of their conversa"on Colin men"oned that unfortunately some church heirlooms 
had been both lost and stolen, including a pair of brass candles"cks. 
Subsequently Richard has most generously arranged for these to be replaced and 
each silver-plated candles"ck bears a personal inscrip"on to his forefathers. 

On 7 November a short service was held in St Leonard’s where the candles"cks 
were blessed by Rector Stuart Burns in the presence of Richard Weaver, some of 
his close rela"ves, local church members and friends.                                      

Alan Rowntree 

The inscrip�ons on the candles�cks 

read: 

‘Presented by Richard Weaver, 2019 

  To the glory of God and in loving 

memory of Seth Lee, 

                         bap�sed at St Leonard’s’ 

and ‘Presented by Richard Weaver, 2019 

To the glory of God and in loving 

memory of William Lee, bap�sed at St 

Leonard’s’. 
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For many years the people of DraycoI 

and Rodney Stoke have supported the 

work of The Children’s Society by having 

collec"on boxes in their homes. All that 

loose change adds up to a substan"al 

annual dona"on towards the work of 

The Children’s Society in helping 

youngsters struggling with substan"al challenges and problems. 

We  now need to have the boxes emp"ed and the money for this 

year sent off to The Children’s Society before Christmas. Please will 

the box holders of Rodney Stoke return their boxes to Anne 

Percival at Brangay Farm and those from DraycoI to Tricia Lumley, 

Holcombe, Wells Road.  

Many thanks to everyone who takes part. 

                                                                      Tricia Lumley 07886733840 

 

Your support has made such a difference to Abi. 

At the age of 11, Abie became a young carer, looking a7er her 

mum. She says ‘I didn’t know I was a young carer back then. I was 

just thinking, ‘I’ve got to deal with this, but I can’t though’. At 

such a young age Abi had so much responsibility at home that she 

struggled to keep up with her lessons and started to be bullied at 

school. ‘I was emo)onally distracted at school. I would always be 

thinking, ‘is my mum ok?’ 

Abi was referred to the Childrens Society for help. With their help 

she learned that she wasn’t alone and that there were other young 

carers struggling with the same issues. She received the counselling 

she needed and the fellowship of other young carers. Thanks to 

support like ours, Abi’s been able to turn her experiences into 

something really posi�ve and volunteered to help organise the 

annual ‘Young Carers Fes�val’, helping young people just like her. 

Collec�on Boxes for The Children’s Society 
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With the climate crisis upon us, and only a decade to limit the damage, how 
about a New Year resolu"on, which really would make a difference? 

Although 95% of the world's popula"on never fly anywhere, the number of 
airline passengers con"nues to increase by about 5% a year and, as we all 
know, flying is the most environmentally damaging form of transport. Not only 
does it produce massively higher carbon emissions per kilometre than any 
other mode, but it also produces oxides of nitrogen, which have a warming 
effect at al"tude. Further, the vapour trails leO behind form ice clouds, which 
also trap heat in the atmosphere. All this results in a much larger net global 
hea"ng effect than previously es"mated. So even if you otherwise 'do your bit' 
environmentally, by recycling, insula"ng your house and avoiding car travel, 
just one flight can cancel out all your gains.  

Because of this, a campaign was launched in Sweden 2 years ago to dissuade 
people from flying, especially on short-haul trips where alterna"ves are 
available. 'Flygskam', literally 'flight-shame', is the name of the movement, and 
it is already having a no"ceable impact, with fewer domes"c flights being 
taken in Sweden, paralleled by an increase in rail bookings. 

The biggest impact one can make on ones carbon footprint, as an individual, is 
to stop flying but success will not be won through individual ac"ons alone. 
Governments and the avia"on industry also need to be challenged. For 
example, there is no duty or VAT paid on avia"on fuel currently, so air-travel is 
effec"vely subsidised. No wonder rail fares seem expensive in comparison! 
Government needs to end this subsidy, and to support low carbon travel. 
Despite it seRng a target for 'net zero carbon' by 2050, projects such as a third  
runway at Heathrow and the expansion of Bristol Airport are s"ll extant, and 
need to be challenged as incompa"ble with the urgent need to decarbonise 
our economy. So even if you don't fly, you could resolve to campaign on this 
issue for 2020.                                                                                        Nikki Devi> 

A Your 2020 New 

Year’s Resolu�on? 
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This year’s Rodney Stoke Christmas Cards now on sale 

As has now become a truly interna"onally acclaimed tradi"on,  

this year’s Honor Neave  Christmas Card is now on sale in full 

colour. It is a perfect and unique way to send Christmas best 

wishes and gree"ngs to family and friends all over the world.   

Cards are available to purchase from Honor Neave on  01749 

870053 or email cbn1@b"nternet.com .   

A pack of 10 cards costs £5 and all profits will be donated  to  St 

Leonard’s Church funds. 
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 Music Ma3ers 

Handel in Dublin 

It’s Messiah "me again. I wonder if 

some of you will be going to Wells Cathedral on the 7
th

 of December to 

hear the Oratorio Society’s performance. I thought you might be 

amused to read some curious details of the first performance of 

Messiah in Dublin, on 13 April 1742, which might not find their way into 

the programme notes for the concert. 

In the eighteenth century there was no tradi"on of large amateur choral 

performances. The Dublin concert was to be sung by the combined 

choirs of the two cathedrals, Christ Church and St Patrick’s. But when 

Jonathan SwiO (of “Gulliver’s Travels” fame) the Dean of Christ Church, 

heard that it was to be sung in a Music Hall, in a rage he withdrew his 

permission for his choir to take part, and it was only with great difficulty 

that he could be persuaded to change his mind. 

So great was the an"cipated demand for "ckets to the oratorio, to be 

given in the Fishamble Street Music Hall, that the posters par"cularly 

requested ladies  not to wear hoops. 

On his way from London to catch the ship for Dublin at Holyhead, 

Handel had arranged to stop off at Chester to try out some of the 

choruses with the cathedral choir there. The session did not go well, and 

Handel lost his temper. “You Devils – you said you could sing at sight!” 

“And so we can sir, but not at first sight!” 

At the concert itself, alto solos were being sung by Susannah Cibber (the 

younger sister of Thomas Arne, of “Rule Britannia” fame). She was a 

great beauty, perhaps beIer known as a tragic actress than as a singer, 

and her singing of “He was despised” was so full of pathos that the 

audience was moved to tears, and the performance could not con"nue 

for some minutes. 

The tenor solos were being sung by MaIhew Dubourg. As was the 

custom in those days, he used to introduce improvised cadenzas into his 

arias, and it was noted that he sang a par"cularly long and florid 

cadenza in “Ev’ry valley shall be exalted”. As he came to the end, Handel 

shouted out “Welcome home, Mr Dubourg”, to the great delight of the 

audience.                                                                       David Cheetham. 



12 

 
What is going on this Christmas? 

Christmas at St Peter’s  

Advent Sunday Taizé style candlelit service 
of music & contempla"on as we move from 
darkness to light on Sunday 1 December at 

6.30pm in St Peter’s. 

Carols at The Laurels  Join the residents at 

4pm on Sunday 8 December. If you would like to join our “scratch choir” please 

call Thea 01934-744739. 

Carols in the pubs Now a DraycoI tradi"on, we will lead the carol singing at 
The Strawberry Special on Sunday 8 December & The Cider Barn on Friday 13 
December, both at 6.30pm. 

St Peter’s Carol Service at 4pm on Sunday 22
nd

 December 

The First Communion Service of Christmas 2019 This year the Christmas Eve 
Communion Service in St Peter’s will be at 9pm—a tradi"onal communion 
service with favourite carols to suit those who don’t want a late finish. There 

will be a Midnight Communion Service in St Andrew’s, Cheddar at 11.30pm 

Christmas Morning Family Service Everyone is invited to come at 10 am to St 

Peter’s Church for an informal all-age celebra"on to welcome the birth of the 

baby Jesus. Bring your families, friends, and presents! 

FOSL at Christmas—something for everyone 
• 6pm Saturday 7 December 

Decorate the village Christmas Tree in the Pound (by the bus stop). 

Carol singing and then to the Rodney Stoke Inn 

• 6pm Monday and Tuesday - 16 December and 17 December  

Carol singing around the village. Meet at the Rodney Stoke Inn and 

the more the merrier.  
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An Invita)on to…….. 

Carols with the 

Can�amo Singers 
Conducted by Michael Taylor 

at St Leonard’s Rodney Stoke 

3pm Sunday 15 December 
‘a concert of  old favourites and new classics’ 

for listening and for joining in 

Enjoy all the usual seasonal refreshments  

There will be a re�ring collec�on 
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This year marks the centenary of Save the Children Fund, 

a charity that has had a special place in our community.  

One focus of this centenary is to highlight the global issue 
of children in conflict. It is es"mated that over 350 million 
children, one in six worldwide, are living in conflict zones. 
Many of these children are deprived of sufficient food, 
medical care, schooling or protec"on and aid agencies 
such as Save the Children work "relessly to reach and 

support them. Too many suffer sexual violence and exploita"on much 
of which is never reported. Save the Children seeks to spotlight these 
injus"ces in the public’s eye and drive change 

through local and interna"onal engagement. 

So on Sunday 15 December be sure to listen 

out for the bells of St Leonard’s ringing out to 

mark the con"nuing work of Save the 

Children Fund. 

Why are they ringing the Bells of St Leonard’s 

on Sunday 15 December? 
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Mobile Police Sta�on in a3endance  

Come and meet Nicola our PCSO. 

at Sealey Close, DraycoI 

Friday 13 December at 12.00 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate 2020! World Food and Music 

As regular readers of this magazine will be aware, plans were afoot to 
have a Celebrate! 2020 event on Saturday 29 February 2020 to build on 

the success of Celebrate! in 2018. Unfortunately the costs of puRng on 

a repeat event have risen significantly since then and, on revisi"ng the 

budget, it no longer looks like a financially viable proposi"on. 

 Basically  even if ,like last "me, we sold all the "ckets in advance, we 

would now need bumper bar sales and a really well supported raffle to 

have a chance of breaking even on the night.  

In a way we have been the vic"ms of our own success in that the 
refugee musicians who we were helping get established last "me 

around have now become established performers capable of 

commanding ‘proper’ fees for their work. But that is good news is it 

not?  

So it is now "me for us to think about Plan B. Please watch this space for 

more news.                                                                                       Rob Walker 

Friends of St Leonard’s 

Wassailing Evening 

6.30 pm Saturday 18 January 

at Brangay Farm 

Dinner and all the usual refreshments included 

Tickets available in due course from CommiIee Members 
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Don’s Poem and Mary’s Recipe 

1. Cream the buIer and sugar 

together. Mix in the eggs & 

flour, fold in the remaining 

ingredients. 

2. Pour into a greased & lined 2ib 

loaf "n. Now sprinkle over the 

nuts & demerara sugar & bake 

for 1.5 hours at 150°C or 

equivalent.  

Christmas Mincemeat Cake 

             Rejoice and be merry  
Rejoice and be merry in songs and in mirth; 
O praise our Redeemer, all mortals on earth! 
For this is the birthday of Jesus our King, 
who brought us salva"on - his praises we sing! 
 
A heavenly vision appeared in the sky; 
vast numbers of angels the shepherds did spy, 
proclaiming the birthday of Jesus our King, 
who brought us salva"on - his praises we sing! 
 
And soon in the sky a bright star did appear, 
which led the wise men from the east to draw near; 
they found the Messiah, Christ Jesus our King, 
who brought us salva"on - his praises we sing! 
 
They came and they offered myrrh, incense and gold - 
for God's gracious purpose these treasures foretold. 
Then worshipped for ever be Jesus our King, 
who brought us salva"on - his praises we sing!     Tradi�onal 

125g soB bu3er 

125g caster sugar 

2 eggs 

225g self-raising 

flour 

75g sultanas 

75g ground 

almonds 

450g homemade 

mincemeat 

Handful flaked 

almonds 

1tbsp Demerara 

sugar 
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Home Communion 

It is one of the great privileges in ministry to be able to bring communion to the elderly and 

housebound or those who are temporarily unable to get to church due to injury – do let us 

know if you, or someone you know, would appreciate this aspect of the Church’s care.  

Contact the Parish Office on 01934 742535. 
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    BENEFICE   cheddardraycoIandrodneystoke@gmail.com 

RECTOR                                                  Stuart Burns 

   Email        stuart.burns01@gmail.com 

                                    Home phone       01934 743649 
Please note: Stuart's home tel number has a call-screening facility to stop 
nuisance calls; the system asks you to say your name and then press # and 
wait briefly ; Stuart then hears who it is and allows the call which adds your 
name so that next time you will go straight through; please bear with this; 
once added the first time you won't have to be 'processed' again!  There is 
also an answering machine on this number. 

BENEFICE OFFICE                                01934 742535  

LAY/LICENSED READER                      Dr Chris Green 

BAPTISM COORDINATOR                    Julie Hope          01934 742234  

 

CHEDDAR    www.standrewscheddar.org.uk 

Churchwardens:   Margaret Gelder  01934 710573 Paul TulleI 01934 743281 

Deputy Wardens: Peter Lythgoe  01934 744074 

Deanery Synod Reps : Margaret Gelder, Dawn Hill 

Treasurer:  Dawn Hill                  Secretary:  Sylvia Hall 

Cheddar Village Hall Bookings:  Richard Scourse enquiries@cheddarvillagehall.org.uk  

 

DRAYCOTT   www.rodneystokewithdraycoI.org.uk 

Churchwardens: John English 01934 740117  Chris Green 01749 870554 

Deanery Synod Reps:  Tricia Lumley, Thea Oliver 

Treasurer:  David Cheetham       Secretary:  Chris Green 

 

RODNEY STOKE     www.stleonardsrodneystoke.org  

Churchwardens:  Megan James  01749 870555  Chris Neave 01749  870053 

Deanery Synod Reps:  Jo Symes, Colin Symes  

Treasurer:  Sue Walker  Secretary:  Joanne Turner 

Church Hall  Bookings:  Sue Walker 01749 870611 

 

MAGAZINE EDITORS 

Cheddar: Margaret Gelder                           e: margaretgelder@hotmail.co.uk    

Rodney Stoke & Drayco3: Rob Walker     e: editor.rsdparishmag@gmail.com  

Deadline for Magazine copy is 11
th

 of each month 

Published by The Rector and Churchwardens of the Parishes of Rodney Stoke and DraycoI 

in the Diocese of Bath and Wells. 

Printed by Kings of Wessex Academy, BS27 3AQ. 


