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So far since Summer school last August, I have a�ended Sarum College in 

Salisbury for eight residen�al weekends suppor�ng the modules I’ve studied: 

Each module requires two assignments, and weekly on-line tutorials.  

February was ‘Urban Weekend’ including experiencing Anglo-Catholic 

“Forward in Faith” worship. We also had lectures about Islam and Judaism and 

visited a Mosque. All of which sparked some lively discussion. 

In May I was videoed preaching my first sermon as an Ordinand.   

June was ‘Rural weekend’ we visited a very rural Benefice of 5 �ny, ancient 

churches where the Rector is encouraging them to worship together at a 

monthly benefice service, but s�ll meets the occasional stumbling block of 

churches being reluctant to work together because they were on opposing 

sides during the English Civil War (1642-1651)!!    

When my group was running the college bar, we served a visi�ng group of 

Lutherans from Latvia, comprising an Archbishop, a Dean and a team of four 

clergymen. They sang something very rousing in Latvian to us, and we students 

responded with a rendi�on of “Thine be the glory” led by our college 

principal… 

I am studying on the ‘Rural Pathway’ so to take me out of my ‘comfort zone’ I 

was sent to the ‘big city’ for my Summer placement at Wells Cathedral! I really 

enjoyed my 2 days a week, under the supervision of The Dean who ensured I 

had a wide and varied experience. The service pa�ern is similar to what we do, 

but on a much larger scale: for example, 1056 people a�ended the Deacons’ 

ordina�on service at Peter�de and 860 of them took communion! I am now 

wri�ng up a 7000-word assignment about the 100 hours I spent there.  

I con�nue to meet at least monthly with Stuart, twice a module with my local 

learning group, and am grateful to everyone for your ongoing interest, prayers 

and good wishes. Knowing so many people are suppor�ng me means so much. 

I return to Sarum in late August for Summer School and the start of year 2.                                                  

Thea  Oliver 

Thea’s half �me report - my first year as an Ordinand 
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As I write we are just back from a sunny summer 

weekend in Dublin, a�ending a family bap�sm. The 

li�le girl we were suppor�ng was one of seven 

being christened that day, during a lively family 

service. And the lovely Irish priest went out of his 

way to make us all welcome and part of the 

proceedings. It took some �me - but it was joyful, 

and finally quite moving as we all applauded the 

seven young families.No doubt the young parents 

had celebrated their weddings in this church or one like it a few short 

years back, to similar acclaim. And now they were taking this new and 

momentous step in their lives. 

Then I no�ced something that brought me up short. Discreetly to one side 

of the church stood a casket, bearing the body of someone at the other 

end of life's journey, awai�ng their funeral the following day. And this also 

belonged in this place, being equally part of its life and purpose. 

Bap�sms, weddings and funerals… for many people, these s�ll sum up 

what a local church is for. What do they all have in common? 

Well they all mark momentous life stages, which challenge and change us 

in the way that few others do. And the ceremonies provide a way we can 

celebrate and cope with them, supported by family and friends. 

Celebrated within the church community, they also assure us that amid all 

these changes, God is there as a constant, the eternal one, giving lives 

meaning and purpose, the One who has been with genera�ons in the past, 

and will be there in the future when we are gone. 

Of course, there are many watershed moments in our lives. I am on the 

brink of re�rement while many of you who read this will be facing other 

big life changes- directly or through ones you love. So let us be of good 

courage, and try not to be daunted or discouraged. Nothing we encounter 

will ever separate us from God, the giver and sustainer of all our lives. 

Through all the changing scenes of life,  

in trouble and in joy,  

the praises of my God shall s�ll  

my heart and tongue employ.                                                   

Chris Green 

Pastoral Le0er to the Benefice from Chris Green 
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Le0er from the Right Reverend Peter Hancock, 

Bishop of Bath and Wells 

Always with us 

On 20 July 1969 the world watched something 

extraordinary. This was when the Eagle lunar module 

landed on the Moon’s Sea of Tranquility. This was the very 

first �me that anyone had been to the moon. But 

astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin had to do 

something hard. AKer years of prepara�on and their long and hazardous 

flight they had to wait. They were about to open the door of their lunar 

lander and step onto a completely different world. But for now, their 

mission ordered them to take a pause, to wait and prepare for that ‘First 

step’.  

It is now well known that Buzz Aldrin spent his �me praying, reading the 

Bible and taking Holy Communion. As the men prepared for the next phase 

of their mission, Aldrin spoke to the ground crew back on Earth. “I would 

like to request a few moments of silence,” he said. “I would like to invite 

each person listening in, wherever and whomever they may be, to 

contemplate for a moment the events of the past few hours and to give 

thanks in their own individual way.” 

He then reached for the wine and bread he’d brought into space. “I poured 

the wine into the chalice our church had given me. In the one-sixth gravity 

of the moon the wine curled slowly and gracefully up the side of the cup,” 

he later wrote. The words he read were those of Jesus: ‘I am the vine, you 

are the branches. Whoever remains in me, and I in you, will bear much fruit, 

for you can do nothing without me.’  

AKer the resurrec�on, as Jesus ascended back to heaven, he gave a promise 

to his disciples that he would be with them always, wherever they were and 

wherever they went.  As Buzz Aldrin took communion on the Moon he too 

was aware of that promise. It is a promise that is also true for us today and 

so whatever each day may bring let us remember to ‘wait’ before we step 

out into the day and ask that Jesus may indeed be with us. As we say in 

Communion: ‘The Lord is here.’ ‘His Spirit is with us.’ 

With warm gree�ngs,                                                            Peter Hancock 
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Messy Church 
All Children with Carers 

Welcome  

2.30pm—4.00pm   

Saturday 7 September 

Cheddar Village Hall. 

Would you enjoy a friendly chat, a 
bite to eat and a �me to appreciate 

being with others?  

Try the SALT lunch at Cheddar 
Village Hall   

!2.30— 2.00 pm Monday 19 August 

Benefice Events and No�ces 

HOLIDAY CLUB 

Based on stories Jesus told 

9.30—12.30 Tuesday 27
th

 

to Saturday 31
st

 August 

Cheddar Village Hall 

for children aged from  

5 to 12 years 

To book a place email  

rosemarytulle�@gmail.com 

Jungle Jungle Jungle Jungle     

JamboreeJamboreeJamboreeJamboree    
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Benefice’s first Godparents Service— St Andrew’s  Cheddar 
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You may have heard that The Café 

in Cheddar opposite The Bath Arms 

is threatened with closure. It is 

widely recognised as a valuable 

community resource and has been 

under-wri�en for many years by 

The Cheddar Valley Community 

Church. They are having to 

withdraw their financial support and 

no rescuer has come forward. A 

public  funding appeal has been 

launched to plug the gap and it is 

understood that it is about half way 

to mee�ng The Café’s immediate 

needs. If you would like to support 

this community venture please call 

in  at The Café, check the Benefice’s 

church no�ceboards or email 

cheddar.cafe@yahoo.co.uk for 

more informa�on. 
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 Music Ma0ers 

Church Music - For the Many or the Few? 

Before the Reforma�on, all singing in 

church was done by clerics, and the 

people just listened.  

In the 17
th

 century, the Puritans wanted 

everyone to par�cipate in worship, but 

as many were illiterate, the minister repeated the psalm or hymn line by 

line, before it was sung . The first note became lengthened to allow 

everyone to join in. According to contemporary accounts, different 

sec�ons of the faithful sang at different speeds, the overall tempo 

became ever slower, and, as only the minister's voice picked out the 

tune, passing notes were added by the congrega�on, as members tried to 

follow the melody, previously unknown to them. The result must have 

been chao�c, though the method persisted for over a century. 

Reform came from 1740 onwards, when groups were formed who 

prac�sed singing, and were supported by a band comprising chiefly wind 

instruments. This resulted in the so-called ' West Gallery' tradi�on of 

church music, as described in Thomas Hardy's novels. The groups were 

known as 'quires'. There were three basic types of hymn tune: Plain, 

Repea�ng and Fuguing. Plain tunes were one note to each syllable, as in 

The Old Hundredth, which survives to this day. Repea�ng tunes repeated 

the last line, but oKen just half a line, with hilarious results: eg  ' S�r up 

this stew, s�r up this stew, s�r up this stupid heart of mine!'. John Wesley 

cri�cised such tunes : ' It is a contradic�on to Our Lord's command, use 

no vain repe��ons''. Wesley also cri�cised fuguing tunes, where voices 

entered in turn, as the overlap made it hard to discern the words. 

The 19
th

 century Oxford Movement and the publica�on of Hymns Ancient 

and Modern gradually ex�nguished West Gallery singing. Churches were 

be�er resourced and had organs, usually played by the minister's wife, 

who was more biddable than a quire! There was more uniformity and less 

local varia�on. But as literacy levels rose, everyone could join in again. 

I wonder if we have the balance between 'quire' and congrega�on right 

in our own churches… …...what do you think?                              Nikki Devi$ 



11 

 

 

 

Tea and Cake Sunday 30 June 2019 

I would like to thank everyone who supported the 

Round Britain Quiz fund raiser for St Leonard’s 

Church and it is a pleasure to announce that 

Cheddar’s Mrs Di Hill was declared the winner in a 

close fought contest. 

There were only two of the entrants (both from 

Cheddar) who submi�ed 100 correct answers, but 

unfortunately both lost marks for incorrect 

spellings. There were several 99s and 98s but 

almost all of the entries got over 90 so well done. 

The most common mistakes were: 

Q.25 Ready for the boat race                 Crewe        

Q.68 Heavy flavour    Malton 

Q.88 A light open 2 wheeled carriage  Tilbury 

The most resourceful effort was by my friend of 45 years Carla Bos from 

Eindhoven in the Netherlands who scored 96. She enlisted the help of the 

various Na�onal Trust members she encountered in the tea rooms she 

frequented on her way around the country on holiday here in June! 

So, everyone had a good �me tes�ng their knowledge and it raised £209 for St 

Leonard’s funds – a big win-win all round!  Thank you all again         Josie Symes                      

Cheddar cleans up at Rodney Stoke 

Here you can spy some of Rodney Stoke’s hardest working 

people doing what they do best – drinking tea, ea�ng cake, 

admiring plants and indulging in gentle games of chance 

while exchanging what passes for news  as they take 

shelter from the sun (or rain).  

No wonder it was such a success with about 50 people 

dropping in and almost £500 raised for St Leonard’s funds. 

Well done everyone. Many thanks to Megan and Ken for 

hos�ng the aKernoon. 

So why don’t we do it more oKen? There is a lot to be said 

for a regular programme of gentle socialising.  

                                                                                    Rob Walker 
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On 26 June, I joined 15,000 others converging on Westminster, to lobby our 

MPs about Ac�on on Climate Change, under the banner 'The Time is Now' 

The lobby was inspired by the recent publica�on of the UN Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report, which hit the headlines by saying 

urgent and unprecedented changes were needed to reach the target of 

limi�ng global hea�ng to a maximum of 1.5
o 

C. The climatologists have shown 

that this target can be achieved within the laws of physics and chemistry, but 

the uncertain factor in the situa�on is poli�cal will. 

'The Time is Now' lobby was organised by an alliance of unlikely partner 

organisa�ons, including Greenpeace, the WI, Oxfam, The Woodland Trust, 

Tearfund, Chris�an Aid and The Wildlife Trusts, to name but a few. 

Par�cipants were asked to invite their MPs to meet them in Westminster at 

1pm, and transport was organised from major ci�es around the UK. This was 

no ordinary coach-trip to London. On our coach from Bristol the air was abuzz 

with conversa�ons about local projects for sustainable transport and food. I 

was proud to report on Judy's Pearce's Vegetable Share, as a successful way 

of reducing food miles to food feet! 

Over 200 MPs accepted their cons�tuents' invita�ons to a�end, including our 

own MP James Heappey, who turned up on Lambeth Bridge at the appointed 

hour. The poli�cians were actually in a triumphant frame of mind, since in the 

interim from the �me the lobby had been organised, parliament has approved 

the 'Net Zero Carbon Emissions by 2050' IPCC target. It is the first major 

economy to do so, and the last amendment h4ad been passed only two days 

earlier! 

The new target means that carbon emissions ('greenhouse gases') from our 

houses, industry, all forms of transport and agriculture will have to be 

completely avoided, or in some special cases, 'offset' by plan�ng trees or by 

deploying carbon capture technologies .  

We congratulated Mr Heappey on this historic step, but wanted to ensure the 

The Time is Now 
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It has been an ambition for some time to have a regular column in the 

magazine addressing climate change and kindred issues. These are important 

matters for many of our readers while the Diocese’s commitment, as evidenced 

by hosting conferences, showcasing the eco-church movement and recruiting 

staff with specific eco-responsibilities is there for all to see. So I was delighted 

when Nikki volunteered, however tentatively, to step up to the plate and this 

centre spread is the very first fruit. If you have any comments or observations 

be sure to let me know.                   Rob Walker editor.rsdparishmag@gmail.com    

target was legally binding (it is). Many people objected that 2050 is too late to 

aim for Net Zero Emissions, but Mr Heappey pointed out that this is the plan 

recommended by the IPCC, and the feasibility study had suggested it was 

achievable. It was important to set prac�cal goals.  

Much of the discussion centred on the prac�cal ways of achieving this target, 

which will require big changes on the part of both individuals and 

governments. It is hard to change behaviour, and Mr Heappey felt it was 

important for government only to adopt measures which are likely to have the 

'consent of the governed'. 

There will have to be major increase in investment in clean energy genera�on, 

and Mr Heappey was very knowledgeable on this subject, to the extent of 

knowing the unit cost of energy generated by various 'clean' technologies. 

However the detail of how this will be achieved is not yet decided. There will 

also have to be more emphasis on effec�ve insula�on of homes. There will 

have to be a  debate as to whether this should be leK to individuals, who 

should be mo�vated to do so by the resul�ng lower energy costs, or whether 

government should fund it all.  

Private cars are a significant source of greenhouse gases. At present there is a 

target to phase out petrol and diesel vehicles by 2040, but this will need to be 

brought forward to 2030 in order to reach the new target. Of course, 

dependable public transport is part of the solu�on here, and there followed a 

very specific discussion of the inadequate coverage of public transport in the 

Wells cons�tuency, of which Mr Heappey was well aware. Various plans for 

improvement were debated, including developing unified transport systems, 

helping to connect public and private organisa�ons to create efficient new 

transport networks serving all users. Another idea was charging  a nominal fee 

for the pensioners' bus passes, and dedica�ng the resul�ng funds to 

developing public transport.  

Mr Heappey spent an hour and a half with us, discussing ac�on on climate 

change. We agreed the government has certainly taken the first step, but we 

all need to monitor progress and ensure it stays on course to deliver the 

target.                                                                                                  Nikki Devi$ 
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Mobile Police Sta�on in a0endance 

3pm 15August at Rodney Stoke Inn car park 

Come and meet Nicola our PCSO. 

Home Communion 

It is one of the great privileges in ministry to be able to bring 

communion to the elderly and housebound or those who are 

temporarily unable to get to church due to injury – do let us 

know if you, or someone you know, would appreciate this aspect 

of the Church’s care.  Contact the Parish Office on 01934 742535. 

Rodney Stoke what’s on 
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SOSP—Dates for your diary 

SOSP WILD LIFE TALK  - DEWPONDS ON THE  MENDIPS 
St Peter’s Church Drayco0             7pm Friday 6

 
September 

Those of us who walk on the Mendip will have no�ced the saucer shaped 

ponds, far from streams and rivers, which provide water for livestock and 

habitat for many aqua�c creatures. We take them for granted, yet their 

history, purpose and construc�on make for a fascina�ng study.  

What are dewponds (aka) fogponds? Who made them and why do they 

always have water, even during drought? What lives in them and why is it 

important to preserve them? 

John Dickson of the Somerset Wildlife Trust will give us an insight into the 

renova�on of the dewponds of the Mendips, including the one in our 

churchyard. 

For more informa�on contact Tricia Lumley 07886733840 

SOSP Michaelmas Fayre  

St Peter’s Church Drayco0   10am -2pm Saturday 5 October 

Ploughman’s Lunch with tea/Coffee & Cake £5 (Take away available) 
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Don’s Poem and Mary’s Recipe 

1.To make the sauce: mix 

together mayonnaise, 

ketchup, lemon rind 

&tabasco sauce with 

seasoning. 

2.Pour lemon juice into a bowl & mix in 

olive oil & dill, then add avocado & s�r to 

coat in the dressing. S�r in prawns. 

3.To serve: Spoon some of the prawn & 

avocado mixtureon to each plate, arrange 

a few lambs’ le�uce leaves on top, & then 

spoon on some of the sauce. 

4.Garnish with lemon slices & sprigs of 

dill, & thengrind black pepper over the 

top. 

5. Serve immediately. 

Sauce: 

4 level tbsp 

mayonnaise 

1tbsp tomato 

ketchup 

Finely zested rind of 

1lemon 

Dash of Tabasco 

sauce 

Salt & ground black 

pepper 

Prawns: 

Juice of 1 lemon 

3 tbsp olive oil 

1 tbsp chopped fresh 

dill 

2 avocados, stoned, 

peeled & sliced 

300g pkt cooked& 

peeled king prawns 

Prawn and avocado salad 

 

 

My Garden 

A garden is a lovesome thing, God wot! 

Rose plot, 

Fringed pool, 

Ferned grot-- 

The veriest school 

Of peace; and yet the fool 

Contends that God is not-- 

Not God! in gardens! when the eve is cool? 

Nay, but I have a sign; 

'Tis very sure God walks in mine.   

Thomas Edward Brown (1830-1897) 
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    BENEFICE   cheddardrayco�androdneystoke@gmail.com 

RECTOR                                                  Stuart Burns 

   Email        stuart.burns01@gmail.com 

                                    Home phone       01934 743649 
Please note: Stuart's home tel number has a call-screening facility to stop 
nuisance calls; the system asks you to say your name and then press # and 
wait briefly ; Stuart then hears who it is and allows the call which adds your 
name so that next time you will go straight through; please bear with this; 
once added the first time you won't have to be 'processed' again!  There is 
also an answering machine on this number. 

BENEFICE OFFICE                                01934 742535  

LAY/LICENSED READER                      Dr Chris Green 

BAPTISM COORDINATOR                    Julie Hope          01934 742234  

 

CHEDDAR    www.standrewscheddar.org.uk 

Churchwardens:   Margaret Gelder  01934 710573 Paul Tulle� 01934 743281 

Deputy Wardens: Peter Lythgoe  01934 744074 

Deanery Synod Reps : Brian Halliday, Margaret Gelder 

Treasurer:  Dawn Hill                  Secretary:  Brian Halliday 

Cheddar Village Hall Bookings:  Richard Scourse enquiries@cheddarvillagehall.org.uk  

 

DRAYCOTT   www.rodneystokewithdrayco�.org.uk 

Churchwardens: John English 01934 740117  Chris Green 01749 870554 

Deanery Synod Reps:  Tricia Lumley, Thea Oliver 

Treasurer:  David Cheetham       Secretary:  Chris Green 

 

RODNEY STOKE     www.stleonardsrodneystoke.org  

Churchwardens:  Megan James  01749 870555  Chris Neave 01749  870053 

Deanery Synod Reps:  Jo Symes, Colin Symes  

Treasurer:  Sue Walker  Secretary:  Joanne Turner 

Church Hall  Bookings:  Sue Walker 01749 870611 

 

MAGAZINE EDITORS 

Cheddar: Margaret Gelder                           e: margaretgelder@hotmail.co.uk    

Rodney Stoke & Drayco0: Rob Walker     e: editor.rsdparishmag@gmail.com  

Deadline for Magazine copy is 11
th

 of each month 

Published by The Rector and Churchwardens of the Parishes of Rodney Stoke and Drayco� 

in the Diocese of Bath and Wells. 

Printed by Kings of Wessex Academy, BS27 3AQ. 


