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This year instead of a house to house 

collec�on in Drayco� and Rodney 

Stoke, we will be hos�ng a  

 

“Chris�an Aid Gi� Day” 

at St Peter’s Church Drayco.        

8.30am - 4pm Saturday 18 May  

 
star�ng with a “Big Breakfast” from 8.30 un�l 11am then we will be 

serving tea, coffee, biscuits & cakes, alongside a raffle, fair trade 

stall and a collec�on box for the Chris�an Aid envelopes that will be 

sent out with the parish magazines. Envelopes will also be available 

in the Churches, the Pubs & the Post Office from early May. 

For more informa�on about this event, or to offer to help in any 

way on the day please contact Thea on 01934 744739. 

Last year our house to house collec�on raised over £1,100 

(including gi; aid) for Chris�an Aid but sadly we do not currently 

have a local co-ordinator or enough helpers to deliver & collect the 

envelopes, but we have great confidence that, with your help & 

support, this new ini�a�ve will be very successful. 

If you would like to become more involved by offering to co-

ordinate our local fundraising for Chris�an Aid please also contact 

Thea or one of the Church Wardens at either St Peter’s or St 

Leonards. Thank you. 

You can, of course, also make your dona�on directly 
to Chris�an Aid either by pos�ng your envelope to 

their address, or via their website:  
www.chris�anaid.org.uk/give-money/make-dona�on   

Thank you                        
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Don’t give me the whole truth, 

don’t give me the sea for my thirst, 

don’t give me the sky when I ask for light, 

but give me a glint, a dewy wisp, a mote 

as the birds bear water-drops from their bathing 

and the wind a grain of salt.  

 

Olav Hauge (1908-1994) was a Norwegian poet who lived most of his life alone 
on his apple orchard (alongside a Eord) from which he made just enough to 
live. He was a learned man who lived u�erly simply, and his poem (above) 
reflects his determina�on to live in an ecologically-minimalist way, revering the 

earth as our benefactor, and eschewing greed, selfishness and the need to take 
power through more and more knowledge. How u�erly in contrast this is to a 
consumerist desire to accumulate capital at the expense of others and also of 

the natural environment - this drivenness that has fuelled injus�ce and an 
existent environmental-crisis on our planet.     

The bishops made our Lenten theme this year the challenge to live more 
“greenly”, reminding us that the earth is our only home, uniquely beau�ful and 
God’s gi; to us. This was �meously apt, as it sadly coincided with what has 

been described as the worst environmental catastrophe ever to strike the 
southern hemisphere, namely the �dal-surges and flooding deluges that have 
destroyed the homes, livelihoods and lives of hundreds of thousands in south-
east Africa. This is consequent to climate change, and the will of countries that 

pollute the most to respond is never really adequate to be remedial. 

At recent church AGMs, desires have been expressed that we should try, as 
churches to:  

• connect more effec�vely with people near to us who are marginalised 
and disadvantaged 

• establish mutually-enriching and suppor�ve links with church 
communi�es in so-called poorer “3

rd
 world” countries 

• re-run last year’s Celebrate! event, when we ate and shared music and 
our lives with asylum-seekers from Bristol for a wonderful evening. 

These challenges to our churches are en�rely appropriate, and would both 
make us more legi�mately relevant, and also give the 
truth of the claims of Chris�an faith more substan�al 

evidence. Please join us and help us in this!  

Pastoral Le.er to the Benefice from Stuart Burns 
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Le.er from the Right Reverend Ruth Worsley  

Bishop of Taunton 

Finding the best in the world 

It’s Somerset day on Saturday, 11 May. It is an 

opportunity to profile some of the delights of our 

county and develop rela�onships across our 

communi�es. It is on this day that we remember 

Alfred (a failed ‘Bake Off’ contestant?) taking on the 

Vikings from the Somerset marshes and winning, thus 

spawning a ‘make Somerset great again’ moment. 

Now, don’t get me wrong this isn’t about us in Somerset trying to prove we 

are be�er than anyone else. We have seen plenty in recent days which has 

sought to divide rather than unite us as a country. Rather, this is an 

opportunity to value the uniqueness of some of our wonderful people, 

places and possibili�es here in Somerset and across the diocese. I do hope 

you will join in! See www.somersetday.com for more details. 

And surely that is what the Church should be about too. Celebra�ng all that 

is good, joyful and abundant in us. It reminds me of those words from 

Philippians 4:8… 

‘Whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever 

is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is 

any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about 

these things.’ 

It is so easy to get caught up with nega�ves, with the glass half empty 

syndrome, with stuff that brings us down rather than building us up. I 

wonder if we might make this month one where we encourage ourselves 

and others to find the best in the world and people around us. Live life in all 

its fullness! (John 10:10) 

Ruth Worsley 

Home Communion 

It is one of the great privileges in ministry to be able to bring 

communion to the elderly and housebound or those who are 

temporarily unable to get to church due to injury – do let us 

know if you, or someone you know, would appreciate this aspect 

of the Church’s care.  Contact the Parish Office on 01934 742535. 
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All Children with Carers Welcome  

The next Messy Church will be held  

2.30pm—4.00pm  Saturday  4 May 

in Cheddar Village Hall. 

Do come along and join in the fun  

Would you enjoy a friendly chat, a bite to 
eat and a �me to appreciate being with 

others?  

Try the SALT lunch at Cheddar Village Hall  
1230 – 2.30 on Monday 29 April  

and Monday 20 May 
Everyone welcome 

Benefice Events and No�ces 

‘The Middle East and North Africa is a complex part of 

the world. Poverty, war, ethnic division, illiteracy, and 

poli�cal and religious oppression are a daily reality for 

millions. People are desperate for hope. In many areas, 

the poten�al for the local church to be the bringer of 

hope is severely hampered. In several countries, 

Chris�ans face significant challenges. Through the power of satellite TV 

we are bringing a message of hope and love into the lives of millions of 

people, every day, bypassing strict government censorship and side-

stepping the challenge of illiteracy. Viewers are drawn to our high quality 

programming and hope-filled view of the world.’ 

If you would like to hear more, and meet with some who are living and 
working in these areas, please consider coming to a SAT-7 Envision Day in 
Bristol on Saturday 11 May. If you would like a li; give me a call. I have 

spare seats.      

Hilary Thomas (01934 742207)  
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Ownership, usage and responsibility 

It was good to see the Church of England, like me 
a Rio Tinto shareholder, making its voice heard at 

the company’s Annual Shareholder’s Mee�ng the 
other day. Rio Tinto is the world’s second largest Natural Resources business 
(that is newspeak for mining company).  

The issue was the industry’s recent history of catastrophic, tragic failures of 
mine tailings ponds, like the roman ones up at Velvet Bo�om above Cheddar 

but on a huge scale. They are some of the largest man-made lakes and civil 
engineering structures in the world. None of the tragedies had involved Rio 
Tinto.  

The C of E was not the only shareholder asking ques�ons by a long way. In the 
course of a three hour long Q & A session, the company board was quizzed on 

issues ranging from the employment prac�ses of haulage contractors in the 
USA to its rehabilita�on plans for sacred sites in the Australian Outback and its 
residual responsibili�es in Indonesia. I was reasonably pleasantly surprised by 
the seriousness with which the Rio Tinto’s Board appeared to be taking its 

responsibili�es.  

I know that many such issues are less than clear-cut in prac�ce. The part of the 
company I worked for ‘owned’ about half of the global produc�on of Boron, 
an unassuming but nevertheless important element in the Periodic Table. It is 
an essen�al cons�tuent of many an environmentally important product – 

from high performance ba�eries for electric vehicles to insula�on materials 
for buildings to wind turbine rotor blades and preserva�ves for renewable 
tropical hardwoods. All the company’s produc�on came out of ‘California’s 
largest open-pit mine’ in the arid, fragile environment of the Mohave Desert.  

It is important that shareholders and customers are there to keep on asking 

ques�ons. It really helps make sure that ‘they’ are all on their toes.      

Rob Walker 
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Music Ma.ers 

Music to your ears? 

Some years ago my wife and I 

were on holiday in the Outer Hebrides and went to the kirk on the 

Sunday morning. It was packed. There was no organ, but the 

Minister’s wife sang the first line of the metrical psalm and everyone 

joined in at the second line. There was no a�empt to keep in �me 

with each other, or in tune, and the effect was at first hilarious and 

then quite hypno�c. (It was a long psalm!). 

A friend of ours went to be the vicar of a large parish in the south of 

Somerset and, shortly a;er the beginning of his ministry there, the 

church hosted a televised Sunday morning service. The church was 

packed. There was a jazz band in a�endance; none of the regular 

congrega�on knew any of the music used that morning, but they 

quickly learned what they had to sing. In all his �me at that church 

the band never came again; nor was the church ever  so packed 

again. 

I was talking to an acquaintance in Wells just this morning, and she 

said that she can’t bear to go to church nowadays any �me except to 

the 8.00am communion service. She finds music far too loud and 

intrusive; it keeps her from thinking. 

What’s the point of my rela�ng these three incidents? Perhaps we 

think that the music in our own churches is �meless, the same as it 

has been always and everywhere; that it is right and fiVng. But let’s 

try to imagine how it might strike the ears of outsiders – most 

peculiar! We might think we are drawing people in, when all we are 

actually doing is driving them out. We need to remember that music 

is powerful, emo�onal stuff, to be used only with great care. 

In the mean�me – This Joyful Easter�de, away with sin and sorrow! 

David Cheetham 
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The annual mee�ng of St Peter's was held on Sun-

day 31
st

 March- Mothering Sunday. Summing up, 

our rector Stuart Burns offered five things for 

which we are especially thankful this year: 

Faithful Worship – Our varied worship includes Sunday morning commun-

ion, morning and evening prayer, carol services, school services and exter-

nal services at The Laurels and Sealey Close. We tried a new one for five 

months last year, the 'elevenses' service for all age worship. 

Outreach to the community through lovely concerts and the many ac�vi-

�es led by the Supporters of St Peter's- including the ever popular first 

Saturday coffee and cake in the church, talks and social events, and the 

curry nights (with the generous help of the Strawberry Special).  

Engagement with our church school – the backbone of this is the weekly 

school assemblies in term �me, led by Stuart and by Nikki Devi�- with the 

enthusias�c par�cipa�on of sixty to eighty school and pre-school pupils. 

There are also special services for leavers, carols and other events. 

Service for the civic parish through bap�sms, weddings and funerals (of 

which- sad to relate- funerals outnumber all the rest). 

Support to the poor or marginalised. Foremost of the chari�es we contrib-

ute to is the Community of the Sister's of the Church, who minister to 

needy people in St Pauls in Bristol. Also last year St Peter's joined with 

Rodney Stoke and Cheddar in leadership of the Celebrate! event, in Dray-

co� Memorial Hall.  This benefi�ed asylum-seekers from Bristol, and we 

were entertained and fed by members of that community, as well as by 

home grown talent, on one very memorable evening in October. 

We con�nue to pay our way, and to keep much the same church a�end-

ances as in previous years- school services contribu�ng the most over the 

year. David Cheetham has stepped down as Churchwarden a;er nine 

years of faithful service. Chris Green is his replacement. Thea Oliver is now 

officially an ordinand and should become a deacon next year.  

The full set of reports of this and other mee�ngs is on our website: 

www.RodneyStokewithDrayco�.org.uk (in Parish of Drayco�, Reports).  

Chris Green, Reader and Churchwarden 

Annual Parochial Church Council for 

Drayco. - 2019 
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Housing, Church and Community Commission launched 

The housing crisis is to be the subject of a major new Commission just 
launched by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Jus�n Welby. It will explore a 

Chris�an perspec�ve on housing policy with a par�cular focus on providing 
good homes and promo�ng thriving communi�es community. It will listen to 
people with direct experience of homelessness and insecure housing. 

The Commission has been set up following Archbishop Jus�n’s 
book Reimagining Britain: Founda�ons for Hope published last year in which 

he argued that the principal aim of housing should be the crea�on of 
community and that good housing is essen�al to equality and jus�ce. 

Jus�n Welby said: 

 “Britain’s housing crisis is one of the major challenges facing this country – 

and it is hi:ng the poorest the hardest. While there is already significant 

work being done to find solu�ons, the Church has something unique to 

contribute. 

Up and down the country we are living out our faith in Jesus Christ by loving 

and serving those around us. Through food banks, night shelters and many 

other projects, the Church seeks to bind communi�es together with bonds of 

friendship, compassion and mutual support. This teaches us that any way 

forward must involve building communi�es, not just houses. 

The Commission will consider what else we could and should be doing, as a 

Church and as a na�on. In doing so, I hope it might help reclaim the very 

purpose of housing – as the basis for community, and a founda�on for 

human flourishing. 

We need to build good homes and suppor�ve communi�es, with the 

provision of spaces for people to meet, share and celebrate together. We 

hope to support and inspire all sec�ons of society including public, private 

and voluntary organisa�ons that share this vision.” 
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God’s Planet – Our Problem?

1  
 

‘Only the Donald Trump’s of this world could fail to see the wri�ng on the 

wall……….’  This is my one-line summary of Professor King’s keynote 

address to the recent Wells Eco-Church Conference
1
.   

By its nature, our planet’s environment has never been a zero-sum game. 

In recent �mes though there has been a step increase in the pace of 

change as indicated by rises in atmospheric carbon dioxide levels and 

ambient air temperatures. There are strong indica�ons that there is a very 

real cause for concern—what a legacy to leave our children and 

grandchildren. 

It is perhaps too easy to point a finger at the probable causes including the 

global nature of today’s economic development. There is a well-

established historical rela�onship between increases in gross domes�c 

product and growth in per capita energy usage with a knock-on increase in 

fossil fuel consump�on. It is also known that once it starts in a country, 

economic growth accelerates rapidly in the early stages. Once the genie is 

out of the bo�le, such changes prove impossible to reverse. They go with 

Welcome to Eco Church: A Rocha UK’s 
award scheme for churches in England and 
Wales who want to demonstrate that the 
gospel is good news for God’s earth. 

Our free online survey and suppor�ng 
resources are designed to equip your 
church to express your care for God’s 
world in your worship and teaching; in how 
you look a;er your buildings and land; in 
how you engage with your local 
community and in global campaigns, and in 
the personal lifestyles of your 
congrega�on. 

The ac�ons you take will count towards a pres�gious Eco Church 
Award at Bronze, Silver or Gold level. Complete our Eco Survey to 
gauge where your church currently is in rela�on to the three different 
levels; you may find you already qualify for an Eco Church Award! 

Our vision is for churches of all denomina�ons to care for crea�on as 
an integral part of loving their neighbours and following God 
faithfully. 

Help us bring that vision to reality by par�cipa�ng in Eco Church.  

www.arocha.org.uk 
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Greening our Built Environment  

The church has no shortage of 
buildings, not just churches either, 
many of which have a poor 
environmental performance and fail 
to meet modern comfort standards. 
For example in our diocese there are 
nearly 700 churches, many with �ny 
congrega�ons and, by any standards, they are poorly u�lized. They 
reflect the needs of a bygone age, certainly before the age of the car, 

and to bring them all up-to-date would 
make no sense at all, loved though they 
are. A ra�onal approach might be to up-
date and, perhaps, re-model some 
churches to accommodate pooled or 
consolidated congrega�ons in a be�er 
environment and to mothball others. 
Such an approach would of course be 
very controversial but it would be a 
ra�onal response to the environmental 
challenge. 

improving o;en very modest living standards. 

It is more difficult to work out what we can do to alleviate the effects. At 

the parish level, the conference was able to provide a few useful pointers, 

two of which are outlined below. Not all would be seen as being prac�cal 

or desirable but remember ‘every li�le helps’. It is also a popular cause 

with the younger genera�ons. 

My conclusion from the Conference was that there is a big opportunity for 

the Church to take a real lead. It could start with the Ten Commandments, 

as a proven ‘teach yourself’ guide to what makes for a successful human 

society, then add in concepts implicit in the  Laws of Thermodynamics, to 

help describe man’s interac�ons with the physical world, and finally the 

insights of Darwin’s ‘Origin of the Species’ that tell us about the Living 

World. Join up the thinking, apply a bit of KISS
2
 and I reckon we could really 

start to get to grips with ’God’s Planet - Our Problem?’.           Rob Walker 

1 
Eco Church Conference ‘God’s planet—our problem?’ Sat 30 March 2019 St Thomas’, Wells 

2  
KISS  -  ‘KEEP IT SIMPLE STUPID’ - design principal that simplicity should be a key goal and 

all unnecessary complexity should be avoided. 
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Mobile Police Sta�on in a.endance 

Strawberry Special 11.00am Thursday 16 May 

Come and meet Nicola Housley, our PCSO. 

SOSP What’s on this month 
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Don’s Poem and Mary’s Recipe 

1. Slash each chicken breast 2 or 3 �mes 

with a sharp knife., In a shallow dish mix 

the honey, lemon zest & juice, garlic, 

mustard & black pepper. 

2. Add the chicken & turn to coat. Leave 

to marinate for 30 mins or preferably 

overnight. 

3.Preheat oven to 220°C/Gas 7/Fan Oven 

200°C. Arrange potatoes & chicken in a 

single layer in a shallow-sided roas�ng 

�n & pour any excess marinade on top. 

Roast for 25-30 mins or un�l potatoes 

are tender & the chicken is cooked. Serve 

with broccoli & pan juices. 

4 skinless  boneless 

chicken breasts 

4 tbsp clear honey 

Finely grated zest 

& juice 1 lemon  

2 garlic cloves 

crushed 

1tbsp Dijon 

mustard 

2tsp freshly ground 

black pepper 

750g baby salad 

potatoes or larger 

ones halved 

Steamed broccoli 

florets to serve. 

Glazed Lemon Pepper Chicken 

A Home Song 

I read within a poet’s book 

A word that starred the page 

‘Stone walls do not a prison make, 

Nor iron bars a cage!’ 

 

Yes, that is true; and something more 

You’ll find, where're you roam, 

That marble floors and gilded walls 

Can never make a home. 

 

But every house where Love abides 

And friendship is a guest, 

Is surely home, and home-sweet-home: 

For there the heart can rest. 

 

Henry van Dyke (1852-1933) 
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Celebrate! World Food and Music 2019! ? 

Remember the Congolese Drummers and Dragonsfly?  

And the Kurdish Feast? 

Is it just another new tradi�on in the making? 

Just to let you know that plans are afoot to have another 

Celebrate! before the end of the year.  

So ‘watch this space’ for more details.  
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Free Tuesday morning  

1000 -1130?   

Fancy a coffee, a 

biscuit and a real good 

chat ?  

Join us at Sealey Close  

Community Hall. 
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    BENEFICE   cheddardrayco�androdneystoke@gmail.com 

RECTOR                                                  Stuart Burns 

   Email        stuart.burns01@gmail.com 

                                    Home phone       01934 743649 
Please note: Stuart's home tel number has a call-screening facility to stop 
nuisance calls; the system asks you to say your name and then press # and 
wait briefly ; Stuart then hears who it is and allows the call which adds your 
name so that next time you will go straight through; please bear with this; 
once added the first time you won't have to be 'processed' again!  There is 
also an answering machine on this number. 

BENEFICE OFFICE                                01934 742535  

LAY/LICENSED READER                      Dr Chris Green 

BAPTISM COORDINATOR                    Julie Hope          01934 742234  

 

CHEDDAR    www.standrewscheddar.org.uk 

Churchwardens:   Margaret Gelder  01934 710573 Paul Tulle� 01934 743281 

Deputy Wardens: Peter Lythgoe  01934 744074 

Deanery Synod Reps : Brian Halliday, Margaret Gelder 

Treasurer:  Dawn Hill                  Secretary:  Brian Halliday 

Cheddar Village Hall Bookings:  Richard Scourse enquiries@cheddarvillagehall.org.uk  

 

DRAYCOTT   www.rodneystokewithdrayco�.org.uk 

Churchwardens: John English 01934 740117  David Cheetham 01934 740255 

Deanery Synod Reps:  Tricia Lumley, Thea Oliver 

Treasurer:  David Cheetham       Secretary:  Chris Green 

 

RODNEY STOKE     www.stleonardsrodneystoke.org  

Churchwardens:  Megan James  01749 870555  Chris Neave 01749  870053 

Deanery Synod Reps:  Jo Symes, Colin Symes  

Treasurer:  Sue Walker  Secretary:  Joanne Turner 

Church Hall  Bookings:  Sue Walker 01749 870611 

 

MAGAZINE EDITORS 

Cheddar: Margaret Gelder                           e: margaretgelder@hotmail.co.uk    

Rodney Stoke & Drayco.: Rob Walker     e: editor.rsdparishmag@gmail.com  

Deadline for Magazine copy is 11
th

 of each month 

Published by The Rector and Churchwardens of the Parishes of Rodney Stoke and Drayco� 

in the Diocese of Bath and Wells. 

Printed by Kings of Wessex Academy, BS27 3AQ. 


