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The PCCs of St Peter’s & St Leonard’s have pleasure in 

invi�ng everyone to a free screening in St Peter’s 

Church of the film “Journey's End“ (rated 12A*) on 

Thursday 15 November. 

Doors will open at 7.00 pm for a 7.30pm showing 

followed by Wine and Cheese. 

There will be a re�ring collec�on for The Royal Bri�sh Legion. 

The PCCs would like to express their thanks to Guy and Lionsgate. 

the film’s distributor, for providing a special one-off free license 

to churches who would like to screen this film. 
*The Film is rated 12A, which means it contains material that is not generally suitable 

for children aged under 12. No one younger than 12 may see a 12A film unless 

accompanied by an adult. Adults planning to take a child under 12 to view a 12A film 

should consider whether the film is suitable for that child. 

‘Journey’s End’ is the latest film adapta�on of R C Sherriff’s outstanding play of 

the same �tle, wri�en in 1928. Sherriff had served as an infantry officer in the 9th 

ba�alion of the East Surrey’s and was severely wounded at Passchendaele in 

1917. The play itself is set in a front-line dugout where the characters await the 

opening of Ludendorf’s 1918 Spring Offensive. Capturing a singular moment in 

�me, it is a worthy counterpoint to the remarkable movie version of Erich Maria 

Remarque’s novel ‘All Quiet on the Western Front’, one of the first talkies ever 

made (in 1930). It portrays the grinding endlessness of the war as experienced by 

a class leaving school in 1914. Many of its cast were themselves veterans. 
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Rod Walsh 

Dear Friends, 

We have lost our dear friend, colleague and brother-in-

Christ, Rod, through a road accident in September. 

Those of us who were walking a pilgrim route in Spain 

were numbed and disbelieving of this terrible news, and as we walked 

that day we spoke about Rod, prayed together for his family, or walked 

in silence. As the church-family especially in Cheddar, but also across 
the benefice, we feel drawn together in our deep desire to love Rod’s 

family as our own. In our imperfect way we want to accompany Ceri as 

she recovers from injury, and to be real friends for his beloved children 

and other very close family members in Cheddar. 

Rod was a Lay Worship Assistant in our Ministry Team, and as such he 

led worship sensi�vely, led intercessions insigh@ully, and occasionally 
preached, when he was always ar�culate and confident. He also at 

�mes accompanied me on pastoral visits, when he would 

compassionately read scripture and pray with others. Over the longer 

term, Rod was exploring extending his ministry through possibly 

becoming a Diocesan Reader, and maybe ordina�on later in life.  

Losing Rod is a very significant blow to the life of St Andrew’s, Cheddar, 

and also to the wider Church. In wri�ng this, I pay tribute to our 
brother Rod for the faithful friendship and service he gave to so many 

of us, and also thank the Lord for the great blessing and giC Rod was to 

God’s family over the years he was with us. However, the loss to his 

dear family is of course what is most important and most difficult. 

Accidents happen randomly, and life is fragile for us all. God does not 

decide to take people from us. Tragedy however can be an opportunity 

for the Lord’s compassionate love to be felt more clearly as the church 
grows in its ability to share that love with those who suffer. Please pray 

con�nuously for Rod’s loved ones, and hold onto our living faith that 

the resurrec�on of Jesus means that there will be a reunion with those 

whom we love but for a �me see no longer. 

What joy shall we know then.  

Pastoral Le1er to the Benefice from Stuart Burns 
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Le1er from the Right Reverend Peter Hancock,  

Bishop of Bath and Wells 

Somerset remembers 
Over this last year I have been hearing about the 

different ways our communi�es have been coming 

together to mark the 100 year anniversary of the 

Armis�ce at the end of the First World War. 

Remembrance Sunday is always a poignant �me 

and it will have a par�cular resonance this year as 

Remembrance Sunday falls on the centenary of 

Armis�ce Day, 11 November 1918. 

 

We will remember them. We must not forget. As Bishop Tim 

Thornton says in the special Remembrance issue of our diocesan 

Manna magazine, “Re-membering does not mean going through an 

intellectual exercise. It means doing everything we possibly can to 

bring back into the reality of today the horrors of the past so that 

we do not make the same mistakes again.” 

 

I’ve been moved to hear the stories of how our church 

communi�es have used this landmark as an opportunity to 

research their own Tommies, to rededicate memorials, make 

spectacular poppy displays or install the Perspex Tommies of the 

charity, Remembered. And how communi�es have really come 

together across the genera�ons through these acts, large and 

small.  

 

Wells Cathedral’s Book of Remembrance contains around 11,300 

names. These are the people from Somerset and beyond, listed by 

community, who gave their lives in the service of their country. 

 

We will remember them. 

Peter Hancock 
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 Benefice Events and No�ces 

Would you enjoy a friendly chat, a bite to eat 
and a �me to appreciate being with others?  

Try the SALT lunch at Cheddar Village Hall  

1230 – 2.30 on Monday 26 November 

Everyone welcome. 

All Children with Carers Welcome  

 The next Messy Church will be held on , 

from  2.30pm—4.00pm  onSaturday 17th 

November in Cheddar Village Hall. 

 

The theme will be St Andrew and there 

will be plenty of fish ‘floa�ng around’ in 

the craC.    . 

Home Communion 

It is one of the great privileges in ministry to be 

able to bring communion to the elderly and 

housebound or those who are temporarily unable 

to get to church due to injury – do let us know if 

you, or someone you know, would appreciate this 

aspect of the Church’s care.   
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         A Poem for Remembrance Day 

           Can You Remember? 

Yes, I s�ll remember 
The whole thing in a way; 
Edge and exac�tude  
Depend on the day. 

 
Of all that prodigious scene 
There seems scanty loss, 
Though mists mainly float and screen 
Canal, spire and fosse; 
 
Though commonly I fail to name 
That once obvious Hill, 
And where we went and whence we came 
To be killed, or kill. 
Those mists are spiritual  
And luminous-obscure, 
Evolved of countless circumstance 
Of which I am sure; 
 
Of which, at the instance 
Of sound, smell, change and s�r, 
New-old shapes for ever  
Intensely recur. 
 
And some are sparkling, laughing, singing, 
Young, heroic, mild; 
And some incurable, twisted, 
Shrieking, dumb, defiled.                 Edmund Blunden 

Edmund Blunden saw con�nuous front-line ac�on for longer than any 

other of the First World War Poets, including the Somme and the Third 

Ba�le of Ypres. He lived on for another fi@y-six years.  

As a survivor he had to learn to somehow live with his memories, 

something he never really achieved. He always felt that part of him was 

living in that �me unable to escape fully to the present. This feeling 

inspired a whole body of poetry that reveals the devasta�ng impact of 

war on the mind of a survivor. 

The poem ‘Can you remember?’ explores how memory works. The poet 

asks himself if he can s�ll remember the war and he discovers he can 

accessing hazy memories from the back of his mind that evolve into the 

sharp, clear and disturbing images of the last stanza.  
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 7.30 pm Thursday 22 November  

at St Peter’s 

AN EVENING WITH …… 

……..DAVID CHEETHAM: 

ORGAN, PIANO AND VOICE 

FREE ADMISSION with a retiring collection in aid of the organ fund 

 

St Peter’s Organ Celebra�ons, 2018/9 
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Music Ma1ers  

   And did those feet…... 

And did those feet in ancient �me walk upon England’s mountains green? 

And was the holy Lamb of God on England’s pleasant pastures seen? 

And did the Countenance Divine shine forth upon our clouded hills? 

And was Jerusalem builded here among these dark Satanic Mills? 

This very familiar visionary poem by William Blake was inspired by a 

Somerset legend about Glastonbury. Literal-minded people some�mes 

say that this verse asks four ques�ons, and the answer to each 

ques�on is “No”. They seem to miss the point of the myth – that Jesus 

does not belong just to the Middle East and to the past. He has come 

to England in many forms over the centuries, and his influence is 

certainly no less needed here and now than it was two thousand years 

ago. 

We probably know the poem best in the form of the song by Hubert 

Parry. Parry died just 100 years ago at the age of 70, not in the Great 

War but in the outbreak of “Spanish” flu which followed it. In the 16
th

 

and 17
th

 centuries, England had been a renowned centre of musical 

excellence, but in later centuries music here had fallen into the 

doldrums to such an extent that this country was oCen referred to 

around Europe as “the land without music”. More than anyone else, it 

was Parry who rescued and revitalised the musical life of the country, 

As director of the Royal College of Music he had a direct influence on 

Elgar, Vaughan Williams and all the Bri�sh composers of the early 20
th

 

century. 

DraycoP Church is celebra�ng the rebuilding of the organ this year in a 

series of musical events during the next few months. On 22 November, 

(St Cecilia’s Day), I shall be giving a free concert to which you are all 

warmly invited. I shall play some organ pieces – some of them, but not 

all, will be well known – sing a couple of songs and play a couple of 

piano pieces. And we shall finish by singing together “And did those 

feet….?”  in honour of the man who brought music back to this green 

and pleasant land.                                                                 

David Cheetham 
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 Why do I like Choral Music? 

I par�cularly enjoy choral music and have oCen wondered where my love 

of this musical genre comes from. I believe that it was heavily influenced 

from my schooldays when, once a week the boys and girls from two forms 

were divided, and the music teacher must have wondered what to do with 

a large group of 13 year old boys. He got round the conundrum by geSng 

us to sing choruses like The Anvil Chorus from Verdi’s Il Trovatore, while he 

accompanied us on the piano. Rousing stuff and it was a highlight of the 

week for me. 

I recently came across an extract from “The First Five” – the story of a 

school, The Downs Malvern, which was founded by my great aunt Ethel 

Jones and her husband. The references are to Lilian Tyler, music teacher 

during the 1950s/1960s. I can relate to this piece of wri�ng. 

 

We learnt through her to understand that music is part of 

living – and that without it we are very much the poorer. We 

may not all have understood everything we heard – we may 

not have appreciated it all the �me. The understanding and 

apprecia�ng doesn’t ma�er half as much as the fact to some 

consciously, and to others unconsciously, it helped forming of 

their character – that, in playing or even listening, one’s soul, 

spirt, or that intangible essence so necessary to man - call it 

what you will – has been made more aware of the purpose of 

this life and the promise of the next. Even if all the boys who 

were fortunate enough to come under 

her influence, never heard another note 

of music, the present and the future can 

never destroy those upli@ing moments 

when one’s whole being has been 

transported – albeit if for only a 

moment – from the triviali�es of the 

world. 

Alan Rowntree 
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Parish Portrait No. 45        John English         

John’s journey to becoming Church Warden at St Peter’s started when he 

was “poached” for the church choir by his school music teacher. This was 

taken rather seriously and he recalls a mee�ng at his house with his parents, 

who were Methodists, the Vicar, the Methodist Minister and the teacher to 

approve this! He s�ll had to aPend Sunday school at the Methodist church 

as well as two morning services and one evening service every Sunday in the 

Anglican Church. This was All Saints church, Gainsborough, in the lovely, but 

somewhat underrated county of Lincolnshire where John was raised.  

ACer studying at Aberystwyth University John returned to work in Lincoln as 

a Librarian, then in Scunthorpe and Hull, later combining the Librarian’s role 

with Arts Development Officer. A career move took him aCer 20 years to the 

Isle of Wight where he spent another 20 years in Library Services and it was 

while there that his involvement in the church crystalized into a significant 

part of his life, although he had remained a casual aPender over the years, 

without the regularity or frequency of his onerous du�es in Gainsborough.  

In 2009 John’s partner of 27 years died of cancer and the support he 

received from the Minister at Newport Minster acted as a catalyst to his re-

involvement. His first role was to be part of a team producing the Parish 

Magazine, using his IT skills to put it together, but it soon became a team of 

one, namely John. He was then asked to stand as Church Warden which was 

quite a demanding role at that church. Newport Minster is the main 

Anglican Church on the Isle of Wight and hosts the civic, legal and 

commemora�ve services, oCen with the Bishop in aPendance, as well as 

significant funerals. John recalls the funeral of a young fire fighter with fire 

engines and representa�ves from many fire brigades in aPendance, with the 

church overflowing. During his tenure there was a renewal campaign to 

upgrade the building, which was much assisted by the patronage of Prince 

Edward, who took a personal interest.  

Not surprisingly Library Services on the Isle of Wight suffered from cutbacks. 

Half the libraries became voluntarily run and then one out of three 

employees at John’s level had to go – he volunteered very quickly as he was 

able to take his pension and was ready for a change. By now John had met 

his current partner Andy, who lived in Midsummer Norton, and they 

maintained a somewhat long-distance rela�onship. They decided to make a 

fresh start in a new place.  They had spent �me cycling around this locality 
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and they found a home that suited them in DraycoP.  

Leaving the island, which he loved and where he had many friends was quite 

a wrench and moving to a new area where he knew no one was quite 

challenging but it was an incen�ve to make the effort to get involved. John 

found St Peter’s church most welcoming, but the church acquired someone 

who could meet some of its needs.  He can play the piano and sing, so he 

joined the choir but when there was a vacancy for a Church Warden, there 

was a candidate with previous experience ready and wai�ng.  

Although he re�red when he leC 

the Isle of Wight, John has a two 

day a week job as the 

Administrator of a charity, The 

Mathetes Trust (Mathetes is the 

New Testament word for 

‘disciple’; the core purpose of the 

Trust is to help promote a culture 

of discipleship and disciple-

making within the local church) It 

publishes and supports Rooted in Jesus a group course in Chris�an 

discipleship wriPen for use in Africa. The material is wriPen especially for 

the use of ordinary African Chris�ans, rather than translated from material 

developed for the West. Its aim is to teach Church leaders to train others. It 

only responds to requests from African Bishops or local people. It sends 

people to do this work and John keeps in touch with them while they are 

away. Missions are held in the UK too – a recent one in Dover involved all 

the Chris�an churches. 

John fears for the future of the church with ageing and dwindling 

congrega�ons. He wonders if church services are too tradi�onal to aPract 

the young. Evangelical worship is not his style (although the Trust is 

essen�ally evangelical) but when he has aPended such a service he could 

understand the aPrac�on where there was less ritual and more explana�on. 

The “Messy Church” ini�a�ve is successful in aPrac�ng families but there is 

liPle crossover into church aPendance. He feels however that the churches 

locally are loved and supported by the community, which is a cause for 

op�mism.                                                                                                       SMW 
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Come and listen to Tiggi as she 

regales us with her tales from 150 

An�que Road Show Recordings, 

her 25 year career in film and 

television, surviving on the edge 

with Bear Grylls, to her recent 

diagnosis of sight loss and 

adap�ng to a new way of life with 

her guide dog Jackie; her constant 

companion.  

We can be assured of an evening 

with many twists and turns. 

 

For more info ask JanePe Vining or Karen Percival 

01749 870067 

 

There will be a re�ring collec�on on behalf of   

Guide Dogs for the Blind and St Peter’s Church 

SOSP invite you to ……….. 

……….an evening with Tiggi Trethowen 

7pm Friday 23 November in St Peter’s Church Drayco1 

Children’s Society Boxes 

Would everyone who has a Children’s Society 
Collec�on Box please bring it along to Coffee 
and Cake at St Peters Church on Saturday 1

st
 

December. This will make it possible to have 
the money counted and sent to the Children’s 
Society before Christmas. You will also be able 
to see all the wonderful angels and shepherds 
(and sheep) that will be decora�ng the church. 
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Rodney Stoke Thankful Village Service 

St Leonard’s Church, Rodney Stoke 

1830 Sunday 4 November 

This is a very special service to: 

• acknowledge our Patron Saint, Leonard (patron saint of 

prisoners-of-war) 

• give thanks for the survival of all par�cipants from Rodney 

Stoke in the First World War 

• pray for peace in our lives and the world.   

Please join us for hymns, readings, reflec�ons  

(and refreshments aCerwards!).   

 

St Peter’s Harvest Supper 2018  

SOSP invite you to join us at The Strawberry Special for our 

tradi�onal Curry Night Harvest Supper  

7.30pm for 8pm Friday 26 October  

 Tickets £12.50 (to include meat or vegetable curry & a pudding)  

Available from The Strawberry Special,  

Drayco1 Post Office or Thea Oliver 01934 744739 

Please also contact Thea if you can offer to make a pudding..  

perhaps on a Harvest or bonfire theme. Thank you  

Taizé service of music and medita�on 

for the start of Advent 

St Peter’s Church, DraycoP  

4pm Sunday 2 December 
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Mobile Police Sta�on in a1endance 

Friday 9 November 9th at Rodney Stoke Inn  

at 2.00 pm 

Rodney Stoke — Coming Events 

Everyone welcome 

  FOSL Fish & Chips Quiz Night  

Saturday 27
 
October at 7 pm 

Fish and Chip supper at 7.45pm prompt.  There will 

also be a bar with wine, beer and soC drinks plus the 

customary raffle 

FOSL 41st AGM    
7pm  Wed 7 November 

Everyone welcome to share ideas for the future 

Rodney Stoke Church Hall 

All the usual refreshments available. 

Rodney Stoke Christmas Fayre 
2pm Saturday `17 November 

Bucklegrove 
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Don’s Poem and Mary’s Recipe 

1. Put the chillies, ginger, 

sesame oil, lemon rind & 

half the lemon juice into 

a non-metallic bowl & 

mix together. 

2. Add the salmon to the mixture & turn to 

coat evenly. Cover & leave to stand for 5 

mins. Season to taste with salt & pepper. 

3. Preheat a heavy-based frying pan or 

griddle pan. Add the sunflower oil, then 

place the salmon in the pan skin-side 

down. Cook for about 2 minutes un�l the 

skin is golden & crisp, then turn & cook 

the other side for about 2 minutes un�l 

golden & just firm. 

4. Squeeze the remaining lemon juice over 

the salmon & serve with sautéed potatoes 

& vegetables. 

 

Come away from the din 

 

Come away from the din.  

Come away to the quiet fields,  

over which the great sky stretches,  

and where, between us,  

and the stars, there lies  

but silence; and there,  

in the s�llness let us listen  

to the voice that is speaking  

within us.’                

 

Jerome K Jerome (1859–1927) 

½tsp crushed 

chillies 

2com/¾inch 

piece fresh ginger 

grated 

1 tbsp sesame oil 

Finely grated rind 

& juice of 1 lemon 

4 salmon fillet 

pieces 

1 tbsp sunflower 

oil 

Salt & pepper 

Sautéed potatoes 

& seasonal 

vegetables to 

serve 

Pan-fried hot & spicy salmon 
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Help Wanted 

Church cleaners for St Leonard’s 

Rota: 3-4 �mes a year 

More details: call Alan Newman  01749 870002 
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Apologies for the non-appearance or our regular ‘From the Registers’ 

item. This is another unforeseen vic�m of the uncertain�es arising 

from the implementa�on of the Government’s GDPR regula�ons. 

Hopefully common sense will prevail at some point in the future. 
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Free Tuesday morning  

1000 -1130?   

Fancy a coffee, a 

biscuit and a real good 

chat ?  

Join us at Sealey Close  

Community Hall. 
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    BENEFICE   cheddardraycoPandrodneystoke@gmail.com 

RECTOR                                                  Stuart Burns 

   Email        stuart.burns01@gmail.com 

                                    Home phone       01934 743649 
Please note: Stuart's home tel number has a call-screening facility to stop 
nuisance calls; the system asks you to say your name and then press # and 
wait briefly ; Stuart then hears who it is and allows the call which adds your 
name so that next time you will go straight through; please bear with this; 
once added the first time you won't have to be 'processed' again!  There is 
also an answering machine on this number. 

BENEFICE OFFICE                                01934 742535  

LAY/LICENSED READER                      Dr Chris Green 

BAPTISM COORDINATOR                    Julie Hope          01934 742234  

 

CHEDDAR    www.standrewscheddar.org.uk 

Churchwardens:   Margaret Gelder  01934 710573 Paul TulleP 01934 743281 

Deputy Wardens: Peter Lythgoe  01934 744074 

Deanery Synod Reps : Brian Halliday, Margaret Gelder 

Treasurer:  Dawn Hill                  Secretary:  Brian Halliday 

Cheddar Village Hall Bookings:  Richard Scourse enquiries@cheddarvillagehall.org.uk  

 

DRAYCOTT   www.rodneystokewithdraycoP.org.uk 

Churchwardens: John English 01934 740117  David Cheetham 01934 740255 

Deanery Synod Reps:  Tricia Lumley, Thea Oliver 

Treasurer:  David Cheetham       Secretary:  Chris Green 

 

RODNEY STOKE     www.stleonardsrodneystoke.org  

Churchwardens:  Megan James  01749 870555  Chris Neave 01749  870053 

Deanery Synod Reps:  Jo Symes, Colin Symes  

Treasurer:  Sue Walker  Secretary:  Joanne Turner 

Church Hall  Bookings:  Sue Walker 01749 870611 

 

MAGAZINE EDITORS 

Cheddar: Margaret Gelder                           e: margaretgelder@hotmail.co.uk    

Rodney Stoke & Drayco1: Rob Walker     e: editor.rsdparishmag@gmail.com  

Deadline for Magazine copy is 11
th

 of each month 

Published by The Rector and Churchwardens of the Parishes of Rodney Stoke and DraycoP 

in the Diocese of Bath and Wells. 

Printed by Kings of Wessex Academy, BS27 3AQ. 


