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How then shall we live?
Have you ever listened to 'The Moral Maze' on
Radio 4, chaired by Michael Buerk? It takes issues
of our day that are the subject of great current
controversy, and treats them as topics of serious
and some%mes heated debate. It is always
interes%ng, some%mes illumina%ng.
A group from the Beneﬁce met in Cheddar over
the winter for our own 'moral maze' discussions,
with a Chris%an perspec%ve - based on the book 'How then shall we live?' by
Samuel Wells. He addresses issues of great contemporary concern - like
Migra%on, Europe and Ecology - and some more universal: including the
Family, Disability, Re%rement. In a ﬁnal sec%on (en%tled 'Facing Mortality') his
chapter headings are quite forbidding - Bereavement, Shame, Assisted Dying…
Samuel Wells is vicar of St Mar%n-in-the-Fields, London - long known for its
social commitment. One feels that he has helped a lot of folk in diﬃcult
journeys in their lives. His chapters may have weighty %tles but they are brief,
engaging and punchy - imbued to with his own biblical insights.
Take migra%on. He uses a story of a foreign migrant to Israel in the Old
Testament - the book of Ruth - to illustrate how that na%on was hugely
enriched by her and her oﬀspring- her grandson was the great king David. And
he concludes 'To turn our backs on migrants is to forget our iden%ty, inhibit our
renewal, and deny our des%ny'.
The biblical illustra%ons he uses can be surprising. What about re%rement?
Well, obviously, we turn to the Ascension of Jesus! But there is insight here.
Jesus withdrawal was necessary for his disciples to get on with things
themselves. And perhaps moving on from a job where you think you are
indispensable is just the challenge those around you need.
Our group was well-a<ended, usually big enough to split in two (and our
wonderful host Dyllis had a house large enough to do this in comfort). We were
drawn from the three parishes - Cheddar, Drayco< and Rodney Stoke. People
shared generously and got to know each other.
We start again in the Autumn as the evenings get longer again - possibly with
another book. If the topics interestb you, look out for it and do come along!
Chris Green
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Pastoral Le.er to the Beneﬁce from
Stuart Burns
Dear Friends,
Lent started with Jesus’ tempta%ons in the
wilderness before star%ng his public ministry. The
tempta%ons reached into the depths of his
humanity: oﬀered shortcuts which compromised himself; encouraged
to abuse his own power; tempted to use an evil means to achieve the
godly end he wanted. Through the help of God’s Spirit though, Jesus
remained true to himself and embarked intact and strengthened on
what he had to do.
We are like Jesus, facing something within us all which pulls us back
from the good and noble things we want to say or do or from the
people we want to be. This “something” is called “the shadow (self)” by
the psychoanalyst Jung, “the ﬂesh” (at war with the Spirit) by the
apostle Paul, and “sin” throughout the Bible. The Lenten disciplines
(e.g. giving up something we like to eat or drink!) represent our deeper
longing to take power over and rise above this part of our humanity
that drags us down; (e.g. if I can say ‘no’ to chocolate for six weeks,
then can I also possibly say no to selﬁshness, or to the laziness or
indiscipline that makes me not want to pray?)
I recently heard a sermon (in our beneﬁce) on Jesus’ tempta%ons. We
heard how we cannot ﬁnd within ourselves alone, the strength to resist,
be strong, to be good and godly. This is our common human
experience. We were pointed to the hymn “Praise to the holiest in the
height” which in verse two states, “O loving wisdom of our God! When
all was sin and shame, a second Adam to the ﬁght and to the rescue
came.” Jesus is the second Adam. God’s Spirit came to our rescue by
raising Jesus from the dead. We come to Easter, assured by God that
this same Spirit who raised Jesus, is for us too. If we open our hearts,
then sin will not inevitably have the last word. May you have a joyful
Easter, assured that through Jesus we have a real
hope to become be<er, kinder, gentler people which is surely for what we all long.
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Le.er from the Right Reverend Peter
Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells
I was on the London Underground recently and
saw an advert: ‘Personal Beauty delivered to you
at your Home’. It was adver%sing beauty
products. It made me think however what it
would be like if beauty could be ordered on the
internet and delivered to the front door. Could a package that came
through our le<erbox really transform us? For beauty is of course
much more than how we look on the outside. Beauty is a thing of the
heart. True beauty comes from within. Indeed everything in God’s
crea%on is beau%ful.
As Confucius said: ‘Everything has beauty, but not everyone sees it.’
And the Psalmist declared that everyone is beau%ful, for we are all
‘fearfully and wonderfully made’. We are all made in the image of
God himself and God is the source of all beauty.
So as we ﬁnish our journey through Lent we need to remember that
giving up alcohol, biscuits or chocolate alone won’t make us beau%ful.
And as we come to Easter and the shops are ﬁlled with chicks and
eggs and Easter bunnies we need to remember that it is not ul%mately
what we do, how we look, or what we have that makes us beau%ful.
Beauty, true beauty, comes through the cross and the resurrec%on.
Our lives are changed not by what we stop ea%ng, or what creams we
might put on our faces. It is the Holy Spirit who truly transforms our
lives, so that we become the people God is calling us to become.
When Jesus spoke to the woman at the well he said that the water he
gives is like a spring of water welling up to eternal life. Her response
was to say to Jesus ‘Give me this water’. May that be our prayer too:
‘Lord, give us the water of life, that we might become more like Jesus.’
Rt Rev Peter Hancock
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What are the Sta ons of the Cross?
Chris%ans have always wanted to walk in the footsteps of Jesus to the
cross. For most this opportunity will not arise. However pilgrims,
returning from the Holy Land with stories of their adventures, wanted to
remember the 'Way of the Cross.'
It was the Franciscans who ﬁrst promoted the use of scenes from the
last journey of Jesus to the cross. This was no doubt inspired by the
Crusaders who oIen erected tableaux of places they had visited in the
Holy Land. So has developed a devo%on which has come to be called the
'Sta%ons of the Cross.'
The seventeenth century marks the %me when 'Sta%ons' were placed on
church walls. These 'Sta%ons' or 'gathering places,' were centred around
wooden crosses, with a scene from the last journey of the Passion
placed beneath them. Over the years there have been as few as ﬁve, or
over 30 'Sta%ons.' In 1731 the number was ﬁxed by Pope Clement XII at
fourteen. Nine of these commemorated events in the Gospels and ﬁve
were taken from early tradi%on. So, the term 'Sta%ons of the Cross'
refers to is a series of pictures or carvings depic%ng fourteen incidents in
the last journey of Christ. Many churches use them devo%onally during
Lent or Holy Week.
The Sta%ons can be taken alone or in the context of a church service.
The congrega%on goes from one picture to the next, led by the priest,
recalling Christ's last hours.
Thea Oliver

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Pilate condemns Jesus to death
Christ receives the cross
Christ falls to the ground
Christ meets his mother
Simon of Cyrene takes the cross
Christ has his faced wiped by
Veronica
Christ falls a second %me
Christ tells the women of
Jerusalem not to weep for him
Christ falls a third %me
Christ is stripped of his
garments
Christ is nailed to the cross
Christ dies on the cross
Christ's body is taken down
Christ is placed in the tomb
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Beneﬁce Events
All children with carers welcome

2.30 to 4pm
Saturday 29 April
Cheddar Village Hall
(aka Church House Cheddar)

Home Communion
It is one of the great privileges in ministry to be able to
bring communion to the elderly and housebound or those
who are temporarily unable to get to church due to injury
– do let us know if you, or someone you know, would
appreciate this aspect of the Church’s care.
Contact the Parish Oﬃce on 01934 742535.

Mobile Police Sta on in a.endance
Wednesday March 29th at 3.00 pm at the Rodney Stoke Inn
Speak directly to Linda Vincent our PCSO .
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Coming events in Rodney Stoke
St Leonard’s Rodney Stoke
AN HOUR OF MUSIC FOR EASTER
with two organ interludes, a cup of
tea and those famous Rodney Stoke
cakes!
3pm Sunday 23 April 2017
THE CHURCHILL SINGERS
Conductor and organist: Michael Taylor
Music to include This Joyful
Easter de, Ein Feste Burg, Palestrina,
Byrd, and, for contrast, some Rossini,
Bruckner and Grieg
ADMISSION FREE with a RETIRING
COLLECTION for Church Funds.
Calling all gardeners
If you are dividing any perennials, or
have spare cuSngs or seedlings it
would be very useful if you could pot
them up and either pass them on to
me or look aIer them yourself un%l
May.
There will be a plant sale and coﬀee
morning at Brangay Farm on
Saturday 20 May where they will
surely ﬁnd a good home. All proceeds
to St Leonard’s.
Thank you
Ann Percival 01749 870530
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Tricia’s Pantry

‘Sweet April showers do spring May ﬂowers’
Spring means diﬀerent things in diﬀerent places.
In Canada, spring brings ice hockey playoﬀs, and in the storied history of
that game, one light shines brighter than any other. He is known, simply, as
The Great One. Not the biggest, the strongest, nor the hardest. But the
greatest.
Wayne Gretzky ﬁrst skated aged two, his father Walter schooling him in
movement and puck handing on a backyard rink do<ed with bleach bo<les
and %n cans. Aged six, Gretzky played circles around a league of ten year
olds, tucking one side of the too large jersey into his hockey trousers, a habit
for the rest of his career. Aged ten, he scored 378 goals in a season. Going
pro at 17, he a<racted incredulity, giving up 30 pounds to many of his peers
and labelled “too small and too slow.” Yet he turned heads with eﬀortless,
wheeling a<acks and an ins%nct for the game that leI defensemen stranded
and goaltenders hapless. Stopping Gretzky was “like trying to grab fog,” said
a three %me best defenseman. In ice hockey, the area behind the net
became known as “Gretzky’s oﬃce,” aIer his habit of lurking there to set up
plays.
And how the records racked up. Over 100 points in each of sixteen seasons.
The only player to rack up more than 200 points in a season. He did it four
%mes. Four league championships. Most valuable player nine %mes. Points
streak of 51 consecu%ve games. A record 92 goals in a single season.
Eighteen years aIer his re%rement, he s%ll holds 60 league records. Perhaps
the most astonishing sta%s%c a<ests to his generosity as a teammate. In ice
hockey you accrue points by scoring, but also by passing to - or assis%ng those who then score themselves. Gretzky has so many assists he would s%ll
be the all %me league points leader if he’d never scored a single goal of his
own. With the goals, he leads his nearest all %me points rival by almost eight
hundred points.
On his re%rement, his jersey number, 99, was re%red by the Na%onal Hockey
League. It cannot be worn by any other player, ever.
Tricia and Murray Heckbert
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Music Ma.ers

Words and Melodies
It is probably true to say that when people are
asked about their favourite hymns, most will
choose for the tunes rather than for the words.
Some may say that this is all wrong, but I’m sure that God can be
addressed and recognised in music just as much as in words, and for some
of us, perhaps more.
However, the words of all too many hymns, even favoured ones, are preoccupied with me, me, me – as if we come to church to go on about
ourselves. A typical example: ‘Guide ME, O Thou Great Redeemer…’ Next
verse: ‘Lead ME all my journey…’. Next verse: ‘Land ME safe …’. Surely
we can say this by ourselves at home?
It’s even worse when there is an obsession with guilt and sin: ‘Jesu, lover
of MY soul, let ME to thy bosom ﬂy’ (do we really want to ﬂy to bosoms?)
…’hangs MY helpless soul on thee’ … and a verse later it’s s%ll there: ‘grace
to cleanse from every sin … make and keep ME pure within’. If it’s not
blasphemous, I can almost imagine the Lord saying ‘Stop moaning about
yourself and get on with living’. The be<er hymns are about we and us,
community, and the world, both human and natural.
Happily, our new hymn book (Ancient and Modern Hymns and Songs for
refreshing worship) has plenty of hymns by contemporary writers which
speak to our condi%on. The most outstanding of these is perhaps John
Bell of the Iona community, who has no less than 33 hymns in the new
book (surpassed only by the slightly earlier Timothy Dudley-Smith with
43). For example, we recently sang the following verse (from hymn 562):
‘To God, who through the prophets, proclaimed a diﬀerent age, we oﬀer
earth’s indiﬀerence, its agony and rage; When will the wrongs be righted?
When will the kingdom come? When will the world be generous to all
instead of some?’. What could be more appropriate for these present
%mes of an ever-increasing gulf between the obscenely rich and the poor?
So let’s praise God with good words, good tunes (and exci%ng harmonies
and rhythms), but we don’t have to go on singing dreadful words!
Gordon Jeﬀ
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Ruth and Ian Ames-White

Parish Portrait No.38

Ruth was brought up in Drayco< from the age of 6 and speaks warmly of a happy
village childhood with fond memories of the primary school where the children
had their own garden plots. The church was a central part of her life and she
recalls Reverend Dick Small and his wife Deborah with great aﬀec%on. She
par%cipated in church services and, together with her sister, assisted with the
prin%ng and distribu%on of the Parish Magazine. The Strawberry Fayre was
always fun – making sweets for the Brownies’ stall
and taking part in the Fancy Dress Parade; one year
her father dressed Ruth as a giant post-box and her
sister as an envelope.
It was the Head at the school, Beatrice Houghton who
spo<ed Ruth’s musical talent and sought her parents’
encouragement. She took up the piano and later the
ﬂute, aIer the harp was ruled out as the family did not have a large enough
vehicle to transport such an instrument. She loved music and lessons were a real
pleasure.
It was music that brought Ruth and Ian together. Ian had come to Somerset in
similar circumstances to Ruth – she from Birmingham and he from London as
both sets of parents sought a life away from the city. Ian lived in Somerton and
he went to school in Street. He can iden%fy the musical roots in his family more
easily than Ruth, but it must be in her genes too.
Ian studied music at Bath University but decided not to pursue a musical career,
aware of the ﬁnancial challenges and the implica%ons for leading a normal life,
something he has not regre<ed. He went into IT and worked at Clarks in Street,
but his %me as an organ scholar at Bath Abbey and as a member of the Abbey
choir enabled him to make a signiﬁcant contribu%on to church music locally. He
was persuaded to be the organist at Drayco< and he and Ruth came together
playing in a concert. They have played there many %mes since for services and for
concerts of both a serious and relaxed nature.
AIer their marriage 30 years ago, Ruth and Ian lived in a number of houses in
Wells before se<ling in their current home which was their own building project.
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They have 5 children aged 17-27. Three are “more or less at home” with the
youngest Henry, who was Head Chorister at Wells Cathedral s%ll at school. Ruth
describes it as a “ﬂuid household” which ﬁts in with whoever is around. Music is
important to all the family and the children play and sing, but Ian and Ruth have
not sought to push too hard.
On moving to Wells, Ian became the organist and Musical Director at St
Cuthbert’s. That was enjoyable but very demanding and required much juggling
of weddings, services and choir prac%ces with the needs of children and work,
and so as the family expanded, Ian “re%red” from having an oﬃcial organist’s
posi%on, although he stood in at St Thomas’ Wells for three years! He con%nued
to help out around the area and eventually became part of the “triumvirate” at St
Peter’s together with Barry Rose and David Cheetham and has a regular monthly
slot, as he does at Ly<on church. This leaves two free weekends a month,
although he helps out with other churches on an ad hoc basis. Ruth and Ian also
play modern music once a month at an evening service at St Thomas’ church and
with Ian oIen working away from home life is s%ll very busy.
AIer leaving school Ruth went straight into music teaching, star%ng with her own
school, Kings of Wessex, and kept up her involvement whilst bringing up her
family. When her youngest child started school she developed her long standing
interest in art. A short course in Mosaic work led to a passion for that craI. She
says that it helped her cope with a serious illness 10 years ago. A studio in the
garden is her pride and joy and she runs regular workshops and the next one is
already full, so par%cipa%on will unfortunately have to wait! Ruth is
masterminding an exci%ng project to build a large historic map-based mosaic in
Wells which has been boosted by a warm welcome from the Wells Recrea%on
Ground Trust. As well as a tourist a<rac%on it will be part of the City’s heritage.
Those who a<end St Peter’s will know that Ian is oIen joined by Ruth and her
ﬂute, including at the Taize services for Advent and Good Friday. Ruth ﬁnds those
services spiritually very moving. Ian plays in many churches, but there is
something diﬀerent about Drayco< that he cannot quite describe. The church is
special to them both and they demonstrate a strong commitment to it. SMW

Free Tuesday morning 1000 -1130?
Fancy a coﬀee, a biscuit and a real good chat ?
Join us at Sealey Close Community Hall.
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Proud to be Bri sh?
Refugees are successful Asylum Seekers. Last
month Bishop Ruth Worsley introduced the
Lent Appeal for Refugees. Here are some
facts and ﬁgures.
Fact 1: Poor countries look a=er most of the world’s refugees.
•
The UK is home to less than 1% of the world’s refugees – out of more than
59.5 million forcibly displaced people globally.
•
About 86% of the world’s refugees live in developing countries, oIen in
camps.
•
Over 4.5 million people have ﬂed conﬂict in Syria, and many more are
displaced inside that country. Turkey is globally the biggest refugee hos%ng
country giving sanctuary to 2.5 million Syrian refugees, while Jordan and
Lebanon host 1.7 million between them. At the last count, the UK had
taken only 1000 Syrian refugees.
•
The likelihood that an asylum seeker will be granted refugee status
depends on the country where they apply for asylum. In 2015 in the UK
41% of asylum seekers were granted it at ini%al decision. In some
countries, such as Switzerland and Finland, over 70% succeed.
Fact 2: Britain's asylum system is very tough.
•

•
•

•

•

The UK asylum system is strictly controlled and complex. It is very diﬃcult
to get asylum and become a refugee here. The decision-making process is
extremely tough and many claims are rejected.
Ini%al Home Oﬃce decision-making remains poor. In 2015, the courts
overturned Home Oﬃce decisions in 38% of asylum appeals.
There are par%cular problems with women’s claims. Women who turn to
the courts for help when their asylum claims are refused are more likely to
have their protec%on needs recognised. Women say that it is in part
because the asylum system feels very hos%le and it is diﬃcult for them to
give full details of their experiences.
In 2015, 14,832 asylum seekers were locked up in UK deten%on
centres. Shamefully, around half of all asylum seekers ﬁnd themselves
detained during the asylum process. Despite the Government’s 2010
pledge to end child deten%on for immigra%on purposes, 154 children were
imprisoned during 2015.
Since 2005 most refugees are given permission to stay in the UK for ﬁve
years only making it diﬃcult for them to make decisions about their future,
to ﬁnd work and to make long-term plans for their lives.
www.refugeecouncil.org.uk
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Annual Parochial Church Mee ngs
(PCC Annual General Mee ngs)
St Leonard’s Rodney
Stoke

St Peter’s Drayco.
Annual Parish Church
Mee%ng

Annual Parish Church
Mee%ng

6pm Evening Prayer
6.30pm APCM

7.00 pm
Monday 3 April 2017

Sunday 23 April 2017

Rodney Stoke Church
Hall

St Peter’s Church

ALL WELCOME

ALL WELCOME

Oﬃcial Recogni on at last
Imagine your editor’s delight to receive a curtly worded le<er from
the Legal Deposit Oﬃce of the Bri%sh Library demanding that copies
of this Parish Magazine be sent to the Bri%sh Library ci%ng the Legal
Deposit Libraries Act 2003.
On the one hand it means we are now oﬃcially recognised as a
‘proper’ publica%on which is good news. But on the other it harks
back to ‘the good old days’ when prin%ng itself was regarded as a
black art, whilst publishers and editors were li<le be<er than the
sedi%ous agents of the devil himself. Failure to comply used to be a
hanging oﬀence!
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Coming Events in Drayco.
Everyone welcome

SOSP (Supporters of
St Peter’s) Jumble
Sale
2pm Saturday 22nd
April at
The Strawberry Special
Please spread the
word!
But please do not
deliver your jumble to
the pub before 10am
on the day of the sale.
For more informa%on
please contact Jane<e
Vining 01934 744945
Thank you
The Holy Rollers will be at it again this
Summer at the Strawberry Special.
The dates & times of our matches will be
available soon, please let Thea (01934
744739) know if you’d like to join us!!
Supporters always welcome!!
Thank you

16

Friends of St Leonard’s Somerset Day 2017 Celebra ons*

Be sure to keep free Saturday 13 May

‘watch this space for more details’
*also being celebrated by Bishops Lydiard and, possibly, Crewekerne Without
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Don’s Poem and Mary’s Recipe
from ‘The Emigrant Mother’
Dear Babe, thou Daughter of another,
One moment let me be thy Mother!
An Infant's face and looks are thine;
And sure a Mother's heart is mine:
Thy own dear Mother's far away,
At labour in the harvest-ﬁeld:
Thy li<le Sister is at play;
What warmth, what comfort would it yield
To my poor heart, if Thou wouldst be
One li<le hour a child to me!
William Wordsworth (1770-1850)

Beef, mushroom & rice casserole
3tbs olive oil
400g/14oz
minced beef
1 onion, ﬁnely
chopped
1 pepper, seeded & chopped
ﬁnely
150g/5½ozs
mushrooms,
sliced
2tbsp tomato
puree
250g/9oz loggrain rice
600ml/1pint hot
beef stock
Salt & pepper
75g/2¾oz freshly
grated Cheddar

1.

2.
3.
4.

5.

Heat the oil in a high-sided lidded
casserole over a medium-high heat.
Add the beef & cook, s%rring un%l
lightly brown.
Reduce the heat to medium. Add the
onion, pepper, mushrooms & tomato
puree. Cook for 5 minutes, or un%l soI.
sS%r in the rice. Cook gently, s%rring,
for 3-4 minutes.
Pour in the hot stock. Season with salt
& pepper. Bring to the boil. Cover
%ghtly & simmer over low heat for
about 20 minutes, or un%l the rice is
tender & has absorbed most of the
liquid.
Sprinkle with the cheese. Cover & leave
to stand while the cheese melts. Serve
at once, straight ﬁrm the dish.
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St Leonards has rotas for Sidesmen, Readers, and Cleaning. If anyone would like
to be added to these rotas please contact Alan Newman on 01749 870002.
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Mr Peter Everett DO MRO
Registered Osteopath
12, Woodborough Road
Winscombe
BS25 1AA
01934 844764
Home visits by
arrangement
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Alison's Buffets
Buffets for all
Occasions

Christenings
Weddings
Birthdays
Funerals
Contact:
Alison Pople
Tel: 07738 040545
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RECTOR

BENEFICE cheddardrayco<androdneystoke@gmail.com
Stuart Burns
Email
stuart.burns01@gmail.com
Home phone 01934 743649

Please note: Stuart's home tel number has a call-screening facility to stop
nuisance calls; the system asks you to say your name and then press # and
wait briefly ; Stuart then hears who it is and allows the call which adds your
name so that next time you will go straight through; please bear with this;
once added the first time you won't have to be 'processed' again! There is
also an answering machine on this number.

BENEFICE OFFICE
LAY/LICENSED READER
BAPTISM COORDINATOR

01934 742535
Dr Chris Green
Julie Hope

01934 742234

CHEDDAR www.standrewscheddar.org.uk
Churchwardens: Jim Reeve 01934 744442 Margaret Gelder 01934 710573
Deputy Wardens: Paul Tulle< 01934 743281 Peter Lythgoe 01934 744174
Deanery Synod Reps : Alan Rayﬁeld, Mike Brownbill, Rod Walsh
Treasurer: Dawn Hill
Secretary: Brian Halliday
Cheddar Village Hall Bookings: Anne Langford 01934 742763
DRAYCOTT www.rodneystokewithdrayco<.org.uk
Churchwardens: Thea Oliver 01934 744739 David Cheetham 01934 740255
Deanery Synod Reps: Tricia Lumley, Thea Oliver
Treasurer: David Cheetham
Secretary: Chris Green
RODNEY STOKE www.stleonardsrodneystoke.org
Churchwardens: Jane Holmes 01749 870467 Megan James 01749 870555
Deanery Synod Rep: Jo Symes, Colin Symes
Treasurer: Sue Walker
Secretary: Joanne Turner
Church Hall Bookings: Jane Holmes 01749 870467
MAGAZINE EDITORS
Cheddar: Margaret Gelder
e: margaretgelder@hotmail.co.uk
Rodney Stoke & Drayco.: Rob Walker e: editor.rsdparishmag@gmail.com
Deadline for Magazine copy is 11th of each month
Published by The Rector and Churchwardens of the Parishes of Rodney Stoke and Drayco<
in the Diocese of Bath and Wells.
Printed by Kings of Wessex Academy, BS27 3AQ.
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