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Bringing in the Drayco/ harvest to St. Paul's, Bristol  

I recently took up a full car-load from Drayco�’s church and school harvest fes�vals to 

the Community of the Sisters of the Church in the heart of St. Pauls. We also contribut-

ed cash - £350 - half of the proceeds of our Strawberry Special Curry Night.  

I talked with Sister Annaliese as she cleared the table for lunch – ten including some 

volunteers. She told me that there are over 60 volunteers at different �mes including 

re�red professionals and recovering addicts. For some the community has become the 

family they never had.  

I asked where support comes from these days. She tells me there are perhaps fi/y 

churches who give more or less regularly – and a larger number of schools, mostly giv-

ing at Harvest.  Each week the community gives out 200 bags of food to all who come 

asking for it- and this is where the �ns, jars and packets we collected will end up.  

What does Sister Annaliese no�ce has changed in the last year or so? She answers im-

mediately - hardship caused by holdups in people's benefits, and by a reduc�on in its 

value. There is an increase in the propor�on of families as opposed to single individu-

als, and an increase in families where one or more parents is in regular work.  

Is there any case that s�cks in her mind? She thinks; "There was mother with three 

children who had declared a part-�me job, then lost the job a�er a few weeks. In the 

mean�me her benefits had been withdrawn. It took the benefits office six weeks to re-

store it, due to a bureaucra�c muddle. We supported her through that. Perhaps if she'd 

been less honest she would not have lost out. And this example is typical". 

In a le�er a/erwards thanking us for our cash dona�on, Sister Annaliese wrote: 

"I can’t tell you how wonderful it is to have the resources to be able to top up their me-

ter keys, provide food and help in other ways as well, for example by giving a washing 

machine to a family, and making it possible for children to take part in school trips and 

clubs. We are already having to buy in �ns of food, as the supplies from our Harvest 

Appeal have been already given out.“                                                Chris Green                                                                                     

At St. Peter's we will be collec�ng food and gi�s to take to Bristol for Christmas. We 

need these by the end of Sunday 8
th

 December. CSC are unable to give out toys for 

children “as there are too few of us to deal with this - so sadly we cannot accept toys. 

A�er much thought and prayer we have decided to give Argos vouchers to families 

with children – so we ask for money dona�ons for this. And we also need money to 

help people with gas and electricity.” 

Deliveries can be made to: The Old Forge, Stoke Street, Rodney Stoke – Sedany, The 

Street, Drayco. – Barn Close, Wet Lane, Drayco. – St. Peter's Church, Drayco.. Or 

ring for a collec�on - 01749 870554.  
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They say a week is a long �me in poli�cs, well I would have to 

say that much can change in a month too. It is only a month 

since I heard that I would be leaving this benefice and moving 

to Wells in February to take up a new appointment in the dio-

cese.  

 

Deciding to apply was really difficult because the honest truth is that I did not 

think it was the best moment either for me or for the churches here either. 

However one thing I have discovered about walking with God is that his �m-

ing and ours are radically different and that when we are obedient he hon-

ours all of us. So, although I am sad to be leaving so much sooner than I had 

an�cipated, I am confident that God has his plans for you in mind too just as 

he has his plans for me.  

 

This is, of course, our Christmas edi�on - and Christmas of all �mes is when 

we think of God doing things in his own �me and his own way. I remember 

once seeing a musical play called ‘Alter-Na�vity’, put on by a local church, 

where the whole premise of the play was that the ancient prophets and 

kings tried to take over God’s plan for salva�on. They could not believe that 

a poor couple from a remote province could possibly be the vehicles of hu-

man redemp�on so they tried to organise the great and the good to be pre-

sent and to re-schedule the event in more suitable surroundings – as you 

would imagine, their re-structuring failed - and God achieved his purpose in 

his own way.   

 

So, as we prepare for Christmas – and a new year, with its challenges and 

surprises, I leave you with this advent prayer from Chris�an Aid:   

  

In our watching and our wai�ng, come, Lord Jesus. 

In our hopes and in our fears, come, Lord Jesus. 

In our churches and our homes, come, Lord Jesus. 

Come, Lord Jesus. Bless and surprise us  

as we look forward to your birthday.    Amen. 

 

A very happy Christmas to you all, 

From the Vicarage 
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I passed a shop this summer which had Christmas goods and 

Christmas cards on offer - and it was s�ll only August!  Every 

year shops seem to start their Christmas displays a week earlier.  

But in the annual rush to Christmas (which we all have a sinking 

feeling about) we risk losing a great deal.  In par�cular we lose 

the dis�nc�ve emphases of Advent which is a season of prepara�on and expecta-

�on.    

In Advent we are invited to be s�ll, to be watchful and to be prayerful and to pre-

pare ourselves to celebrate once again the birth of Christ. The word Advent sug-

gests both ‘Event’ and ‘Adventure’ and Christmas is both of those things.  Christ-

mas is when we remember the birth of a baby in a stable in Bethlehem: a baby 

who was God himself.  This was God taking our nature upon himself and puCng 

into effect his great plan of love, whereby we might be reunited with our Creator. 

That stable in Bethlehem may seem a long way away from us, but God’s love is 

the same. This is an event for us and our families today - an event to be celebrat-

ed. 

But Christmas is also an adventure.  It was an adventure for the shepherds who 

‘returned glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard and seen’ (Luke 

2:20). It is an adventure for us as we open our lives and our homes to God. It is an 

adventure as we look forward to 2015 and all that that may mean for us. It is an 

adventure as we trust ourselves and those we love to Christ as Saviour and Lord.  

So let me challenge you to take �me this Advent to make a space in the rush to 

pause, to be s�ll, to reflect and to prepare for the wonder and joy that is Christ-

mas. Let us pray that all our church services and ac�vi�es will help us draw near-

er to God and help us to concentrate on the great ‘event’ and great ‘adventure’ 

which is at the heart of all we are celebra�ng. Furthermore, let us ensure that 

this Christmas is centred more around the coming of Christ and the needs of oth-

ers, and less around ourselves.  

May God grant you a peace - filled Advent and a joy-filled Christmas. 

+Peter Bath and Wells 

The Adventure of Christmas 
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Join the First Saturday throng at St Peter’s on Saturday 6 De-

cember and Saturday 3 January between 1030 and noon. Get 

together to “put the world to rights” 

or simply  to enjoy a 

“companionable silence”.  

Don’t worry if you have difficulty geCng to St 

Peter’s: we can pick you up so if you would like a 

li/ just contact one of us: Thea  01934 744739, 

Karen 01749 870067, Jane�e 01934 744945. 

Drayco/ & Rodney Stoke 

Annual Collec(on 

Box Opening—a change in procedure this year 

I would ask all box holders to come along to the Coffee and Cake morning on Sat-

urday 6
th

 December at St Peter’s Drayco5. I will open your collec�on box and 

count the money there so you can know straight away the contribu�on you have 

made and take an empty box home. This will be a social �me and more infor-

ma�on will be available on the current Childrens Society projects. Anyone who 

would like a collec�on box in their home is also welcome to pick one up, or if you 

would like to start sooner you can contact me and I will supply one. Of course, if 

you can’t get along to the Coffee and Cake, I will be happy to collect your box as 

usual.                                                                                     Tricia Lumley 01934 740253 

Rodney Stoke Christmas Fayre 

A big thank you to everyone involved.  

Over £700 raised for St Leonard’s. 
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Precocious, perhaps, but not immediately appreciated. Alien-

a�ng his teachers with constant ques�ons, he was home 

schooled from the age of twelve. Home experiments, causing several explo-

sions, made life stressful for his parents. He funded his experiments with a job 

as a railway newsboy, selling candy, and accessed great libraries along the 

route. He was fired when a clandes�ne experiment set fire to the train. He 

built his own telegraph, became a telegraph operator at sixteen, but couldn’t 

stop experimen�ng. He lost the job a/er wrecking the office, and decided to 

set up his own.  

 

Thomas Edison invented many things, including the phonograph and mo�on 

picture camera. He was not the first to the electric light, but he made it s�ck. 

Previous a�empts were imprac�cal, too expensive, or required too much pow-

er to be realis�c. Edison ul�mately realised a carbon filament provided the 

best combina�on of cost, power requirements and dura�on. On December 

31st, 1879, crowds flocked to Menlo Park, New Jersey to see it lit up by electric 

light. 

 

An associate of Edison’s, Edward Johnson, had the first Christmas lights. In 

1882, as director of the Edison Electric Light Company, he ordered eighty red, 

white and blue bulbs for his tree. Though dismissed as a stunt, it soon caught 

on, and larger stores began to have Christmas light displays to a�ract custom-

ers. In 1895, the White House had an electrically lit Christmas tree. But they 

were s�ll for the well to do. In 1917, Albert Sadacca, whose family owned a 

novelty ligh�ng business, suggested marke�ng Christmas lights to the masses, 

both to capitalise on the business and reduce harm to those who s�ll lit their 

Christmas trees with candles. Albert hit on the idea of pain�ng the bulbs differ-

ent colours. By the 1960s Albert and his brothers ran the NOMA Electric Com-

pany, the largest supplier of Christmas lights in the world. 

 

In December 2013, David and Janean Richards of Canberra, Australia, claimed 

a Guinness World record for installing 502,165 illuminated decora�ons around 

their home, raising A$140,000 dollars for charity. This year, a million lights are 

planned. 

Tricia and Murray Heckbert 

Tricia’s Pantry  

‘The value of an idea lies in the using of it’  
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     Mobile Police Sta(on in a/endance  
Tuesday 16 Decenber 1500 Sealey Close, Drayco� 

Tuesday 20 January 1500 Rodney Stoke Inn, Rodney Stoke  

Come and speak directly to Linda Vincent our PCSO   

 

Alison's Buffets 
 Buffets For all Occasions 

Christenings, Weddings, Birthdays, Funerals 

 Contact 

Alison Pople 

Tel 01934 742958 or 07738 040545 

E mail Ali2Der@aol.com 

 Penn Farm, 54, Redcliffe Street, Cheddar. BS27 3PF 

VILLAGE AGENT, DECEMBER NEWSLETTER    

Would you like to be able to contact relatives and friends online, access services and information online, shop online or just 
simply type and print letters and articles? Contact ITHelp@home are a registered charity who provide training and support 
for the housebound, carers or the elderly. They offer up to 12 hours of free tuition in your home. Please contact me on the 
telephone number below for more details. This charity also welcomes volunteer tutors if you think you can help.  Jacky Smith, 
Village Agent, 07950 782436. jsmithva@somersetrcc.org.uk  
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Don’t miss the Singing Bishop and all the other musical treats 

Sunday, 28th December at 7.00 pm, Drayco/ Church. 

Yes, it's the Roses' annual concert (Barry and Nico-

la) and, as in previous years, they will be joined by 

a very special guest ar�ste. 

But before you read about this year, those of you 

who came to last year's concert were treated to 

some lovely singing by 11 year old Helena Paish, 

one of Barry's pupils. As this goes to print, the 

news is breaking that Helena has just won the final 

of the BBC Young Chorister of the Year Compe��on 

(held in St. Paul's) out of many entrants from all 

over the United Kingdom - so you'll soon be seeing 

and hearing her on TV and radio -  remember, you 

heard her first, here in Drayco�! 

This year's guest is something special too - a real Bishop, and one who, just a 

few weeks ago, preached (but didn't sing) in Wells Cathedral. Bishop Mar�n 

Shaw, now living in Exeter, is an accomplished soloist in several styles of mu-

sic, and at one stage of his ministry, sang the services in King's College Chapel, 

Cambridge.  We are delighted to have persuaded him to come to Drayco�, 

and he has promised not to give a sermon, unless it is in song! 

Nicola and Barry will be cooking up lots of inimitably fes�ve musical treats to 

suit all tastes - solos and duets - and these will be complemented by seasonal 

mince-pies and mulled wine. 

Please do come and support us, and bring all your friends.  

Tickets (s�ll only £10.00 - and half price for children under 16) include re-

freshments, and can be obtained from Drayco� Post Office or Thea Oliver 

(01934-744739) as from 1st December; all proceeds to church funds. 

Free Tuesday morning 1000 -1130?   

Fancy a coffee, a biscuit and a real good chat   

Join us at Sealey Close Community Hall 
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Carol Singing—Rodney Stoke & Drayco/ 



11 

 

Watch out - there's  a musical mu�ny on the hori-

zon ! (actually, it's about the words, NOT the mu-

sic).  

 

If I have any say, we will not be using our new 

hymnbook for some Services  over Christmas�de - 

instead, we'll sing some of the 21 well-known and  

well-loved seasonal hymns and carols from the good old Bethlehem Carol 

Sheet - s�ll available (and also FREE of charge). 

 

Why ? 

 

Is it just me who has a bête noire about the unnecessary and some�mes clum-

sy altera�on of well-known hymn and carol texts used by the editors of our 

new hymnbook, in an effort, so it seems,  to avoid using the word 'men'?  Cer-

tainly, they are not consistent (see verse 2 of the Advent hymn No.51 The Lord 

will come, and not be slow as just one example), but that's for yet  another fol-

low-up ar�cle - some�me. 

 

Back to Christmas. Although we do manage to retain the original 'peace to men 

on earth' in verse 2 of O li5le town of Bethlehem, the memorable and s�ll topi-

cal words of It came upon the midnight clear have taken a real ba�ering - per-

haps annihila�on would be a be�er descrip�on !  And, horror of horrors, they 

omit verse 2 ('and s�ll their heavenly music floats o'er all the weary world'), 

thus destroying the unfolding of the poem. 

 

The Christmas Story, as told in the Gospels, remains unchanged - we read that 

the angels proclaim 'peace on the earth, goodwill towards men', so why not 

s�ll sing that, rather than 'Through all the earth goodwill and peace'?  And alt-

hough this hymn was wri�en 165 years ago, its message s�ll rings so true today 

-   think of  those who incite war in Syria, Iraq, and elsewhere in the Middle East 

- to me it seems appropriate to con�nue to use  'and man at war with man 

hears not....',  rather than 'and na�ons, s�ll at war.... '  ? Altered in the cause of 

inclusivity ? 

 

Quick - let me see if I find the Bethlehem Carol Sheets.... 

Barry Rose  

Peace on earth, Goodwill towards  ?????? 
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I was born in Wells, where I lived for the first 21 years of my life. My dad, a fireman, 

was a very genuine and friendly person, who was much liked. My mother was always 

laughing and joking, easy and sociable. At home we all got on well: my three brothers, 

one sister and myself. I went to St Joseph and Theresa’s School: only 80 pupils, and no 

sport. But it was a good school, and I loved art best of all: drawing and (later on) 

wood and leather carving. S�ck- making became one of my enthusiasms, and I was 

proud to present the last Bishop of Bath and 

Wells with a bishop’s crook which I had made 

for him. At the school I also enjoyed history, and 

that interest has remained with me throughout 

my life. 

Although my dad was a fireman and my grandfa-

ther a steam engine driver, I thought that I 

might become, as I grew up, a stone mason, or possibly a boxing champion. In fact I 

did an appren�ceship as a confec�oner, and I like to think I can s�ll ice a cake be�er 

than Mary can! 

I did my Na�onal Service in Egypt, and became fascinated by the culture and the peo-

ple, many of whom became my friends. I have kept that love of other cultures and 

people with different backgrounds – and especially for Egypt. Mary and I went there 

recently to celebrate our anniversary. A/er the army I was with the Milk Marke�ng 

Board in Wells for 6 years, specializing in the storing and grading of cheese. This led 

on to 34 years in the cheese business, travelling regularly to different parts of the 

country. 

The story has been told before of my mee�ng with Mary when she was 16 and I was 

19 and of our marriage in Drayco� Church. Her brother, George, took me shoo�ng (I 

had learned to use a rifle in the army) and thanks to George I was bi�en by the bug. I 

became county champion for clay pigeon shoo�ng in 1974. Ashley Hann and I had 

started the clay pigeon shoot in 1965, first on the Mendips, then on the Levels where 

it is now. People remark that you can’t miss with a shotgun. I say: come and try it and 

see. And they miss! The ‘pigeon’ is travelling at 40-45 mph, and it’s no easy target. 

There are one or two crack shots who can do it with a rifle – but not very many. 

A/er early re�rement from the cheese business, I became a chief instructor for a cor-

Don Banks    Parish Portrait No. 15 
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porate entertainment company in Blagdon – a post I held for 24 years. I am s�ll in-

struc�ng every week, running shoo�ng sessions and corporate days. I am proud that 

I taught Peter Wilson to shoot: he was the champion at the last Bri�sh-held Olym-

pics. I taught him when he was a pupil at Milfield School.  

I was a PCC member at Rodney Stoke for 40 years, un�l I re�red last year. Mary and I 

are keen supporters of united events across our three churches. I believe we should 

all be working together even more. We love going to Cheddar and Drayco� and I 

strongly support new ventures: services, music and the like. It is my view that the 

whole world has to move forward, or we stagnate. I have a very open mind on be-

liefs, and I don’t like being too dogma�c. Truth can be found in many places, and 

other beliefs and religions are fascina�ng.  

My other passion has been the Friends of St Leonard’s. They s�ll meet at our house 

and we con�nue to raise money for the fabric of the church. It has been a joy to help 

fund the repairs to the (dangerous) tower steps, the upgrading and renova�on of 

the Hall and, over the years, for many and difficult repairs to the historic church 

building itself. This work was overseen with great care, for many years, by the late 

Eric Booth. 

Next year Mary and I will have been married for 60 years. We are proud of our 2 

daughters, Donna, in Wells, and Lorna in Por�shead, and we have five grandchil-

dren.  

Memorable days? Well, I suppose when I crashed a glider at Locking. I wrote it off… 

and walked away. But I’ve done likewise with three cars, I’m afraid. I think the most 

memorable of all was perhaps when my first child was born in 1959. I was the 

proudest dad in the world!                                                                     MLT 

FOSL Wassail Social Evening 

6pm Saturday 17 January   

Conduit Farm, Wells Road 

 Refreshments provided -  BYO drinks & utensils 

Further informa(on - Steve Percival 01749 870530 
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Human Givens Counselling 
  

“Highly effective.”   
British Psychological Society 

‘Effective, affordable emotional well being’ 
Depression 
Anxiety & Phobia 
Trauma & PTSD 
Addiction & Compulsive Behaviour 
Anger 

Contact: Murray Heckbert BA, MA, HG.Dip  01934 742145 
draycotthg@gmail.com                www.hgi.org.uk 
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St Leonard’s Church—Conserva(on of Monuments 

Do you have any old photos or other pictures please? 

Have you any old photographs, slides or other images of the monuments in the 

church or churchyard?  

During the conserva�on work, we have to keep a record of 

the work being done so that we have a complete history of 

the process from beginning to end. We would also like to 

extend the range of pictures on the church website, and 

we may produce an updated pamphlet for visitors to the 

church. Although there are plenty of black & white and 

colour photographs of the monuments in their present 

state, we have none that show the colours that were on 

the monuments, but which have now faded away.  

If you have any pictures that you think maybe of interest, we would very much 

like to see them and possibly to make use of them. We would copy and return 

them, taking great care not to damage them. We can copy photographic prints 

and pictures up to A3 size, nega�ves and slides. 

For more informa�on, please call Ken on 01749 870999. Thank you! 
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Don’s Poem and Mary’s Recipe 

500g block 
all-bu/er 
puff pas-
try 
Flour, for 
dus(ng 
450g 
mince-
meat 
1 egg 
white, 
lightly 
beaten 
Golden 
Caster 
Sugar 

1. Roll pastry out to about thickness of  50p piece on 

a floured surface, and cut out 10cm circles, then re

-roll & cut out un�l you have about 18 circles. 

2. Place 1 tsp of mincemeat in the centre of each circle, brush 

the edges with egg white, then gather together �ghtly to com-

pletely encase the mincemeat. 

3. Flip the pies over so the sealed edges are underneath, then 

squash them with your hand so you have a small puck-shaped 

pie. 

4. Cut 2 small slits in the top of the pie, brush generously with 

egg white & sca�er with sugar. The pies can now be frozen for 

up to 2 months, Heat oven to 200C/fan 180C/gas 6 & bake for 

15 minutes from raw or 20 mins  from frozen. 

Li/le Eccles Mince Pies 

 I HEARD the bells on Christmas Day  

  Their old, familiar carols play,  

       And wild and sweet  

       The words repeat  

  Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

And thought how, as the day had come,  

The belfries of all Christendom  

       Had rolled along  

       The unbroken song  

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

Till ringing, singing on its way,  

The world revolved from night to day,  

       A voice, a chime,  

       A chant sublime  

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

Then from each black, accursed mouth  

 The cannon thundered in the South,  

       And with the sound  

        he carols drowned  

 Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

 

 It was as if an earthquake rent  

 The hearth-stones of a con�nent,  

       And made forlorn  

       The households born  

 Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

  And in despair I bowed my head;  

 "There is no peace on earth," I said;  

       "For hate is strong,  

       And mocks the song  

 Of peace on earth, good-will to men!" 

Then pealed the bells more loud and 

deep:  

"God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;  

       The Wrong shall fail,  

       The Right prevail,  

With peace on earth, good-will to men." 

Henry  Wadsworth Longfellow (189-82) 

Christmas Bells 
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Sunday Services in December 2014 

Readings for Sundays in December 2014 (Year B – St Mark) 
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Diary December 2014 

  Home Communion 

It is one of the great privileges in ministry to be able to bring 

communion to the elderly and housebound or those who are 

temporarily unable to get to church due to injury – do let Rev 

Sue know if you, or someone you know, would appreciate this 

aspect of the Church’s care.  Contact the Church Office on 

01934 742535. 
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Sunday Services in January 2015 

Readings for Sundays in January 2015 (Year B – St Mark) 
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Diary January 2014 
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From the Registers 

Bap�sms: 

We welcome into the Church family: Ellie Brice, Esther Boorman, Chloe Sto� 

and Anja Critchlow. 

Marriages: 

We ask God to bless the marriage of:  Andrew Simpson & Sarah Mann 

Funerals: 

Our prayers are with those who mourn the death of: Ruth Florence Martha 

Lange, Nicolas Mar�n Mehlig, Marjorie Freda Watson. RIP 

Hello from the other side of Wells from Leah and myself.  

I wanted to say a huge thank you, both for your wonderful send off and 

very generous gi/.  I have put the money towards a wood burner for my 

living room (which I am already enjoying immensely, as is Leah of 

course) and I also completed the last 2 books in the bible commentary 

series I have been collec�ng (so am eagerly awai�ng Habbakuk to come 

up in the Lec�onary!!).   

It really was a privilege being your Curate and I thoroughly enjoyed be-

ing with you all over the last 4 years, which have flown by.  You have all 

helped me begin to understand what ministry is about (although I know 

that will be a life�me’s journey) and it is because of all your support 

that I am able to begin this role here, however daun�ng it currently 

seems, so thank you all.   

To paraphrase St Paul rather badly I con�nue to hold you all in my pray-

ers and I will always look back with gra�tude for the �me I spent with 

you all. 

I wish you all a peaceful and Christ filled Christmas. 

Chris 
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Mr Peter Everett DO MRO 
 

Registered Osteopath 

 

12, Woodborough Road 

Winscombe 

BS25 1AA 

 

01934 844764 

 

Home visits by   

arrangement 

 

 



  

 

BENEFICE CONTACTS 

RECTOR 

Rev Sue Rose    01934 740394  e: rev.suerose@gmail.com  

LAY/LICENSED READERS 
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