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1. Opening prayers 

Stuart opened the meeting with a prayer, and Thea took the chair. 

2. Attendance and apologies 

Present  

Stuart Burns  

David Cheetham 

Gill Dury  

John English 

 

SB 

DC 

GD  

JE 

Present (contd.) 

Chris Green 

Tricia Lumley  

Pat Mullay  

Thea Oliver  

 

CG  

TL 

PM  

TO 

Apologies  

Richard Dingley 
(Richard is currently in 

hospital- our thoughts and 

prayers are with him) 

3. Any amendments/ signing of minutes from 03/12/19 

The minutes were agreed as an accurate record; Thea signed them. 

4. Additions or amendments to the agenda 

Three items (6d - f) were added. 

5. Brought forward and arising matters from the minutes  

(Minutes from 04/07/19)  #6a. Village shop- letter received thanking us for our donation. 

(Minutes from 26/09/19)  #6c. Tree cutting. John has had no luck contacting Weston Power 

yet, but  he will continue to try. 

(Minutes from 03/12/19)  

#6h. Patronal festival. Stuart has this in hand- needs to fit with other diary items. 

#7d iv. Richard Oliver has not been able to do anything further on the sewer pipe. 

#7d v. Churchyard working party. Different people have done jobs separately. 

#7f ii. Stable figures in glebe field. A very striking first go- improved version this year! 
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6. New matters 

6a. Arrangements for Thea's ordination day 

i. Most of the congregation from Draycott and Rodney Stoke, and a number from Cheddar, 

will want to attend Thea's ordination. A Eucharist will still be celebrated in Cheddar.  

ii. The Memorial Hall at Draycott has been provisionally booked for a post-ordination party, 

to start at 1:30. There will need to be sign-up lists in each church to give numbers. 

iii. The party would be a joint event, with the cost to be met by the benefice (although we 

may have a collection individual donations on the day). 

iv. Different possibilities for catering were discussed, and it was agreed that a 'snack' (i.e. 

finger food) would be preferable to a seated lunch, as there would be 150 plus people. 

v. No budget was set at this meeting, but one would be agreed once options and costs were 

better understood. 

vi. A joint benefice committee will take further decisions and organise the event. Tricia 

Lumley agreed to convene the group. Margaret Gelder will participate for Cheddar. 

ACTION: TL to contact Margaret, also Megan to get a Rodney Stoke nominee. 

6b. Intercessions rota 

Colette has asked whether the celebrant can be added to the intercessions rota, as this has 

become rather thin. Stuart agreed and is sure the other clergy would too. 

6c. Addressing environmental issues 

We had already agreed in principle that the churches need to push the environmental agenda 

forward. However it can't really proceed as a benefice initiative until agreed by the other 

PCCs. Stuart asked Nikki Devitt to send him a short proposal, setting out a plan for a 

benefice meeting addressed by a suitable speaker. This would then be shared by Stuart with 

Rodney Stoke and Cheddar PCCs. Stuart undertook to find suitable participants to form a 

working group to take this forward for the benefice. 

6d. Clergy with secular occupation (Thea) 

Following a Church of England requirement, Stuart proposed as follows: "The PCC 

formally consents to Thea Oliver holding secular employment whilst serving as a non-

stipendiary curate". This was seconded by John English and agreed by all. 

6e. Choir 

David announced the re-starting of the Draycott choir, practicing on Monday evening. This 

will not be convened every Sunday, although there will always be music post-communion. 

6f. Shrinking congregations in Draycott and Rodney Stoke 

Pat voiced a concern which we all share- falling congregations, especially in Draycott and 

Rodney Stoke. Some different possible solutions were discussed, including- 

 Alternate services between Draycott and Rodney Stoke 

 Recruit extra members on the basis of 'bring a friend' 

 Special services, e.g. Songs of Praise, services for children  

ACTION: TO will look into forming a group to explore these ideas further. 
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7. Continuous matters 

7a. Worship (including feedback from Ministry Team) 

i. Matters discussed at the Ministry Team of 22
nd

 Jan included the following: 

 Review of Christmas services (NB. popularity of our 9pm Christmas Eve service) 

 Lent course- this has 8 groups; sign-up lists are in the churches 

 Safeguarding course- the Benefice C2 course to happen at St Peter's on 6
th

 Feb (6:45pm).  

 Lay Pastoral Assistant course in Cheddar, for deanery- three from Draycott/ Rodney Stoke 

ii. Lent and Easter Services 

 It was proposed to have the same pattern of services this year as last- including a joint 

benefice service in Cheddar for Maundy Thursday (Passover Supper in the hall followed 

by a service in St Andrew's), and no separate services in Draycott or Rodney Stoke.  

 Easter Sunday is a second Sunday but we would still have a morning Eucharist in Draycott. 

 It was proposed to host the 7pm Ash Wednesday service at Draycott this year (already 

agreed by St Leonard's). Thereafter we might alternate between the churches. 

7b. Synod and LMG 

 The last Deanery Synod was attended by TL, who reported back. 

 Can we insert a link to the Axbridge Deanery website on our own website? 

 A set of playing-card sized cards was shown, with themes of life, faith and the world. 

These were to be tools for outreach. Volunteers were needed to use them 

 We are being asked to contribute a levy for deanery expenses, equivalent to 0.5% of our 

parish share (£55 for Draycott). This is voluntary. CG suggested that we should pay it if we 

could readily afford it, at the treasurer's discretion (this was not put to a vote). 

 Both deanery and diocesan synods are holding elections this year. Tricia and Thea would 

both be prepared to continue as our reps, but were keen to open the field to others.  

ACTION: to ask for other candidates at our APCM 

 Next meeting- 16
th

 June at Warren's Farm. This will discuss the deanery mission plan. 

 There had been no meeting of the diocesan synod since our last PCC. 

7c. Finance 

 Current balances as at 1st Jan: General £15 506.60. Fabric £14 181  

 DC reminded us of the increase in parish share (15% this year, £11 per person per week). 

 Can we put our heating charges for funerals and weddings up from £25 (current) to £30, 

the better to reflect the actual costs? DC proposed, JE seconded, all were in favour. 

 The claim for gift aid is in (thank you, John) 

7d. Fabric 

i. Dawson's sent their report on 14
th

 Dec, with an invoice for their inspection and an estimate 

for new works required (replacing some tiles and a broken gutter) for £1,378 + VAT. 



St. Peter’s, Draycott PCC Meeting – 30/01/2020  page 4 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ii. DC, JE & CG met Ben Dawson on 7
th

 Jan at the church to discuss new works and their 

failure to diagnose the blocked downpipe. Dawson's resubmitted their bill, taking off £150. 

iii. Later in January Rob Millard identified another blocked downpipe (by the back door)- also 

missed by Dawson's. CG informed Dawson's and they returned to unblock the downpipe. 

They were very apologetic and have not charged us. 

iv. The PCC discussed next steps. We should get estimates for the replastering required to 

correct the damp caused by Dawson's negligence, then approach Dawson's and see if they 

have insurance that would cover this (ACTION CG).  

v. Rob Millard is sourcing a replacement gutter from reclamation. We may have to get 

Dawson's to do the tile repair but this should probably wait for resolution of other matters. 

vi. Faculty to remove choir pews. CG has made some progress with this (continuing) 

7e. School 

i. Will Ewens is the new head teacher. 

ii. Most but not all Wednesday assemblies are being covered by Nikki or Stuart. 

iii. A school worship committee has been formed, on the initiative of Matt Perrett. 

iv. Nikki will be addressing Draycott School Council on green issues (13
th

 Feb).  

7f. Supporters of St Peter's 

i. First Saturday coffee and cake continues – 30-40, mostly not regular church attenders.  

ii. Feb 2
nd

 – SoSP helping with refreshments at the Candlemas Christingle craft event. 

iii. Feb 28
th

 – curry night. 

iv. March 7
th

 – Lent soup lunch after coffee & cake, in Church as usual 

v. April 18
th

 Jumble Sale, Strawberry Special 

vi. April (tba): Help at Easter Crafts. 

vii. May 16
th

 Christian Aid Big Breakfast, 8:30 – 11:30 

viii. June 14
th

 Strawberry Fayre- SoSP stall 

ix. Aug 1
st
 Summer Barbecue 

x. Sept 4
th

 Nature talk 

xi. Oct 3
rd

 Michaelmas Fayre 

xii. October (tba); curry night 

xiii. November – stall at St Leonard's Christmas Fayre 

xiv. Dec 5
th

 Christmas Fayre- decorate a wreath; soup lunch 

8. Dates 

a. PCC: Thursday 19th March (Thea's house)- 19:30 

b. David's concert: Thursday 26
th

 March, in church 

c. APCM: Thursday 16th April (in church): 18:00 evening prayer, 18:30 APCM 

The meeting closed with the Grace, which we said together. 


