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Annual Parochial Church Meeting, 2019 - St. Peter’s Draycott 

Agenda and Reports 
31

st
 March 2019 at 6:30 p.m. Draycott church. 

Agenda 

Item Rpt Responsible pg 

1. Attendance and apologies     

2. Minutes from meeting on 8
th

 April 

2018 (confirmation of accuracy) 

  2 

3. Vestry Meeting for the Election of 

two Church Wardens 

   

4. Statutory Reports    

Electoral Roll A Richard Dingley 3 

Report on PCC proceedings B Chris Green 3 

The financial report and accounts C David Cheetham (3) 

The churchwarden’s fabric report D John English 4 

Deanery Synod Report  E Thea Oliver 4 

5. Other reports    

Worship and ministry team F Chris Green 5 

Health and Safety G Richard Oliver 6 

Choir  H Gill Dury 8 

Covenants  I John English 8 

School J Nikki Devitt 8 

Supporters of St. Peter’s (SoSP) K Thea Oliver 9 

Local Ministry Group L Pam Williams 10 

Study Groups M Chris Green/ Thea Oliver 11 

Church Magazine N Rob Walker 11 

6. Election of Laity to the Parochial 

Church Council for 2019-20 

   

7. Appointment of sides men and 

women 

   

8. Appointment of independent 

financial examiner 

   

9. Remarks from the rector  Stuart Burns  

10. Any other matters of important to 

the Parish 
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Minutes from APCM 8th April 2018 

1. Attendance and apologies 

The meeting started at 6:30 pm after a service of compline (led by Thea Oliver), with 14 in 

attendance and 5 apologies. The meeting was chaired by Tricia Heckbert. 

2. Minutes of last APCM 

The minutes from the meeting of the previous APCM on 23
rd

 April 2017 were confirmed as 

accurate, and signed by Stuart Burns. 

3. Vestry meeting for the election of churchwardens 

Two nominations had been received: David Cheetham and John English, who were duly 

elected (nem. con.). 

4. Statutory reports 

All Reports had been circulated in written form and time was allotted to each to allow those 

present to read or re-read and raise questions. The statutory reports were: Electoral Roll, 

Report on PCC Proceedings, Financial Report and Accounts, Churchwarden's Fabric Report, 

and Deanery Synod Report. In Financial reports David was asked about the funding of the 

organ refurbishment, and about why charitable donations which merely go through church 

accounts are counted with charitable giving by the parish (an example is Christian Aid). 

These were addressed by the treasurer. The action agreed was to change the wording on our 

financial return to make the situation clearer. The reports were accepted en bloc by all present  

5. Other reports 

These were Worship and Ministry Team, Choir, Covenants, School, Health and Safety, SoSP, 

Local Ministry Group, Study Groups, and Church Magazine. From the Health and Safety 

report the next PCC meeting was tasked with prioritising and dealing with the issues raised.  

6. Election of Laity to the PCC for 2018-19 

Ex officio members (not needing election) are: David Cheetham and John English 

(churchwardens); Tricia Lumley, and Thea Oliver (Deanery representatives). Others 

nominations were: Chris Green, Richard Dingley, Gill Dury, Tricia Heckbert, Colette Jeff, 

Alison Jeffries and Pat Mullay. These last were voted onto the PCC en bloc by all present. 

7. Appointment of sides men and women 

Collette called for more volunteers for this important role. 

8. Appointment of independent financial examiner 

David proposed that we should ask Alan Rowntree again. All were in agreement. 

9. Remarks from the rector 

In his address Stuart thanked all those involved in the running of the church over the last year, 

particularly the churchwardens and the PCC. He looked forward to developments in the next 

year, singling out two that we especially eagerly anticipated. Firstly, Thea Oliver had put 

herself forward to be considered for ordained ministry in the parishes, and had been accepted 

and encouraged by the three PCCs. The next part of this process is up to the Bishop's 

Advisory Panel, and our prayers go with her. 
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Secondly, together with Rodney Stoke and Cheddar, we are planning an outreach event to 

involve refugees currently resident in the Bristol area. This will partly be an entertainment 

with music and food provided by the refugees themselves, but a local contribution is also 

expected and we hope that meaningful contact will be made between the local community and 

that of the refugees. 

10. Any other matters of importance to the Parish 

(no actions arising) 

Statutory Reports 

A. Electoral Roll  

Richard Dingley Electoral Roll Officer 

A new Electoral Roll has been prepared, as required for the period 2019-2025. 

All those still living in the parish have been contacted. 

Changes to the Roll: 

A number of people are no longer living in the parish – namely 

Morgan Allen-Oliver, Ann Card, David Clarke, and Patricia Heckbert. 

The following have chosen not to be on the new roll: 

Nikki Devitt, Lorne Talbot (Community Church), and Mary Wills. 

The following have said they wish to remain, but I have not yet received their application:

 Jean and Roger Reeson. 

There are several new members on the Roll: 

Lorna Corke, Gordon Jeff and Mary Watts 

B. Report on PCC proceedings 

Chris Green PCC Secretary 

The PCC started the church year 12 strong, and finished with 10- Tricia Heckbert left us for a 

new life in Canada in the summer, and Alison left for personal reasons during a very 

demanding year at her work. Both are greatly missed for their many important contributions. 

John English replaced Tricia as churchwarden and Covenant Secretary; and Thea as lay chair. 

Other posts are Treasurer (David Cheetham), Deanery Representative (Tricia Lumley, Thea 

Oliver), Electoral Roll officer (Richard Dingley) and PCC secretary (Chris Green). SoSP was 

represented by Tricia Lumley and Thea. Other members were: Gill Dury, Tricia Heckbert, 

Colette Jeff and Pat Mullay. From outside the PCC, Richard Oliver is our Health and Safety 

Officer, and Jim Reeve of Cheddar is our safeguarding officer. 

The PCC met 5 times during the year, at the homes of Richard Dingley and Gordon and 

Colette Jeff. We thank them for their kind hospitality. 

As in previous years, PCC minutes - and those for the APCM - are published on our Website 

(www.rodneystokewithdraycott.org.uk - go to Draycott, then Reports). 

C. Financial Report and Accounts 

David Cheetham Treasurer 

(circulated separately on request of the Treasurer) 

http://www.rodneystokewithdraycott.org.uk/
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D.  Churchwarden's Fabric Report 

John English Churchwarden 

Organ 

Work was completed on the organ restoration over the summer, during which time the organ 

was out of action. Once completed a well-attended organ recital was given by Malcolm 

Archer to celebrate the work. 

Notice Board 

A new noticeboard was installed in the churchyard by the main entrance, by a kind donation. 

Dampness 

The dampness which was noted in last year’s report has been monitored with use of a damp 

meter which shows that this is less of a problem than it was in the previous year.. 

E. Deanery Synod Report  

Thea Oliver Deanery Synod Representative 

Axbridge Deanery Synod continues to meet three times a year in venues around the Deanery 

and has a wide range of interesting speakers and subjects. 

June 6th St Peter’s Church hosted the meeting, the subject was “Peace” and SOSP provided 

light refreshments. 

Thea Oliver led the opening worship during which we experienced the peace in the style of 

“liturgical speed dating” where we were encouraged to greet someone who we didn’t know 

and ask what was current in their church!  

The guest speaker was the Very Reverend Dr John Davies, Dean of Wells Cathedral who 

spoke to us about life at the Cathedral. 

On Tuesday 16th October we met at St Andrews, Burnham on Sea. The subject was Lay 

Ministry: setting God’s people free. The worship was led by Emily Scott who is Lay Reader 

(Licenced Lay Minister) This was led by Emily Scott on the theme of “One body with many 

parts” taken from 1 Corinthians 12:12-27. A short You Tube clip was played called “The 

Tree” showing how if everyone worked together then you can make a difference. 

Guest speakers were Representatives from the diocesan lay ministry team 

 We were then asked some challenging Questions part one: as we further develop our call 

– by Assistant Area Dean Richard Neill & DMPG Member Rosemary Hasler  

 Talk: “Setting God’s People Free; from Monday to Saturday” Julia Hill – Diocesan Lay 

Ministries Developer. This is one of the Diocese main priorities: to identify, develop and 

release people into ministry i.e. Setting God’s People Free. There are a number of roles in 

the Diocese that exist to support those in lay roles. According to the Report from the 

Archbishop’s Council on “Setting God’s People Free” 98% of the church are lay people, 

which shows that they are equal in worth and status to ordained people and that we should 

celebrate the diversity that exists in lay ministry. 

Update on where we are with developing Lay Ministry in Axbridge Deanery and how we may 

communicate via the website. Rev Jonathan Philpott Deanery Lay Ministry Coordinator.  

And as always, we were asked: From this synod gathering, what do we take back to PCCs? 

On Saturday 2nd February 2019 we held our meeting in Wedmore Village Hall during the 

daytime to encourage and enable more people to attend, unfortunately this was almost called 
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off due to the heavy snow but a number of stalwarts managed to get through. Rev Richard 

Neill and members of Wedmore Ministry team welcomed us to their benefice and then led us 

in opening worship based on Candlemas using the verses from Matthew 5:13 - 16. 

Telling our story Rev. Prebendary Sharon Crossman, the Area Dean, introduced Gillian 

Buzzard from the Diocese’s Communications Team to speak to us on how we can best 

communicate our story to other people within the Deanery.  

Tim Hind, Lay Dean, gave a report on the Deanery Activities 

Treasurer’s Report:  Maxine Bashford gave a report on how the finances are looking. 

Forthcoming Deanery Events For Church Wardens & Clergy “May Day May Day” 

Wednesday 1st May – a meal followed by discussion about how we can support each other in 

the role of warden across the deanery. With Caroline Bruce: Diocesan Advisor to our Deanery 

(More details coming soon). 

Other Reports 

F. Worship and Ministry Team  

Chris Green Reader 

Worship highlights in 2018: 

 Trial run of All Age Worship (Elevenses service) 

 Holy Communion available on 31 out of 52 Sundays in the year, with Ministry Team 

members officiating for 30. 

 Numbers from school attendances were more than from all other activities. 

Services held in St Peter's 

A new service was launched by Thea early in the year with young families in mind – a group 

rarely present at our regular services. It started at 11 am (allowing coffee after our normal 

service to be a natural transition), and was very informal service of morning prayer, with a 

short address from Thea. It ran once a month from February to June, with some staying from 

the 9:30 service, and a few coming specially for it. It was only partially successful in getting 

young families - only two or three with direct church connections attended. However it was 

very rewarding for those who came. 

The table below summarises the services in St Peter's in 2018 (figures for 2017 are given for 

comparison). 

Services in St Peter's Services  

2018 2017 

Sunday main service (communion, brackets) 42 (30) 46 (36) 

Eucharist services not on Sunday morning  2 2 

All age Sunday worship ('Elevenses') 5 - 

Morning/evening worship, not Sunday or Eucharist 9 3 

School services  27 31 

Baptisms 1 2 

Funerals, memorial services 4 6 

Marriages 2 2 

Other services continued much as in previous years: eleven Second Sunday services of 

morning prayer, two Taize style services (Advent and Good Friday), and a Lent plenary 

service. There were seven joint benefice services (one more than last year) with Draycott 

hosting the other parishes for our patronal festival on 1
st
 July. There were three breakfast 

services at Cheddar which were also benefice services. 
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Leaders and preachers 

Worshippers at Draycott enjoy a wide range of preachers. The table gives those leading and 

preaching at services during the year. Only Ken Brown is not in the benefice ministry team.  

Officiant Lead Preach 

Stuart Burns 13 11 

Judith Rose 11 7 

Thea Oliver 6* 7 

Chris Green 3* 5 

Hilary Thomas 8 5 

Julie Hope - 1 

Richard Dingley 3* 4 

Alistair Glanvile 0 2 

Mike Brownbill 0 1 

Ken Brown 1 1 

* Morning prayer (11 Second Sunday Services and 1 other) 

Sermons were varied this year by using a book by Tom Watson, 'I believe in the church', as 

the basis of a sermon series. This started in July and (with some breaks) continued until the 

first Sunday in November. Julie Hope (LWA from Cheddar) gave an interesting talk on 

Baptism for one Sunday. 

The ministry team meets every two months or so and shares some of the things that have 

inspired their faith, as well as reflecting on past events and planning new ones. Judith assists 

Stuart in drawing up a quarterly preaching rota. Richard Dingley, Chris Green and Thea 

Oliver are the Draycott representatives in this team. 

Attendances 

Average congregation size for Sunday morning services (excluding the joint benefice and 

Easter services) was down by an average of 1 from last year (20, compared with 21 last year). 

The Second Sunday Service attendance was just under 19 compared with just under 20 last 

year. Attendance at the new 'Elevenses' service averaged 17.6.  

From April, numbers were also recorded for school assemblies, and average attendance was 

60. This confirms that total numbers in church for school- related services in 2018 were more 

than for all other church activities combined (estimating numbers at the unrecorded services
1
): 

in the year this gave a total of 1761 (school) compared to 1526 (all others)  

Our best-attended services apart from school ones were the carol service (88), the Family 

service on Christmas morning (66, of whom 50 were children), and our patronal festival (also 

a joint benefice service) with 60. Easter had a congregation of 29 and Christmas midnight 20, 

compared with 35 and respectively 15 last year. 

G. Health and Safety  

Richard Oliver Health and Safety Officer 

Issued raised in the previous year: 

1. Footpath (in Mendip responsible area of churchyard) there was a collapsed area that 

would have caused problems to Undertakers moving coffins towards the open area of the 

churchyard. This area has now been resurfaced by Mendip District Council.  

March 2019 This has been repaired 

                                                 
1
 This assumes an average attendance of 50 at weddings, funerals and baptisms, which are rarely recorded, and 

60 was for unrecorded school assemblies. 
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2. Footpath (Parish Council responsibility) There was / is an issue going from the closed to 

open areas of the churchyard in that there is a small trip hazard between the two this was 

partially resolved but a small height change is still present. Option: Fill in or clearly mark.  

March 2019 There has been an improvement 

3. Drain cover (to the left of the vestry door) has a badly damaged surround the 

recommendation was that this be repaired to avoid collapse. Option: Repair / Fence off 

area to prevent pedestrian access. 

Further to this I would recommend that the practice of ‘cutting across’ the churchyard 

between the vestry door and the footpath into the car park cease as it is cause wear to the 

area. Or install a path. 

March 2019 STILL OUTSTANDING 

4. During the year there has been a small amount of damage caused in the porch area where 

a plastic poster has been pushed between the window frame and the stonework. Also in 

the same area a small plastic bag a small amount of white powder was found this was 

taken to the police for destruction. Note they will monitor the area when they can.  

March 2019 No update re. the small plastic bag. The burned plastic still in place. 

5. There was an issue during the bad weather that meant that a pipe had burst within the 

church causing water to cover the floor area near to the kitchen. 

My recommendation, when asked, was to cancel the Coffee and Cake for the Saturday 

morning and the Service on the Sunday morning. The reasons for this under health and 

safety grounds were A. There was no heating and the elderly age of the congregation. B. 

There was water on the floor and there was a temptation to bring electric fires into the 

church for heating (Electricity and Water do not mix well). C. Because of the prevailing 

wind a large snow drift had formed outside the main door making access difficult.  

March 2019 Floors dried 

New Issues 

1. Step in porch and boot scraper need repainting (this I suspect will be an ongoing issue). 

2. There is moss covering the footpath near the shed. A slip hazard especially when wet. 

3. On the wall next to the road (behind the grave of Irene Joan Wall) there is a loose capping 

stone that needs securing. 

4. Broken roof tile above vestry area danger of falling. 

5. Flower stands being left in toilet area on occasions blocking access to sink. 

Up and coming issues 

1. A number of trees in the churchyard will need to be monitored especially the fir tree next 

to the car park gate (branches have already caused an issue this year). A tree survey may 

be required in relation to rot in the crowns of the Lime trees along the church path. 

2. Outside rain water drains need to be checked for blockages, top and bottom. 

3. In addition to the above there appear to be number of loose or partially moved roof tiles. 

4. Crosses on the roof or what’s left of them need checking. (One has fallen previously). 

5. Chains around the area for burial of ashes to be straightened to make them more visible. 

6. Wall between school and church will need maintenance in due course. 
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7. Inside damp on walls may result in mould and then mould spores. 

8. Choir stall pew fronts loose, options secure, remove or make removable. 

H. Choir  

Gill Dury Choir member 

A big thank you must go again to David for leading and teaching the choir in such an 

enjoyable way. The choir meets on Tuesday evenings at the Jeff’s house in Barnets Well and 

thanks must go to them too for hosting. 

In the last year, we have lost a soprano (Tricia) but gained another (Lorna). Despite 

advertising for new members, nobody has been forthcoming. 

Besides singing the weekly Sunday anthems in church, the choir has been out and about.  On 

June 3rd, we (together with some loyal friends) performed in the chapel of the Bishop’s 

Palace in Wells, singing both old and new favourites with Barry as accompanist on organ.  

Many parishioners from Draycott, Rodney Stoke, Cheddar and Wells came along to support 

and listen to the varied programme. We received many favourable comments! 

The Festival Service “Remembrance” was held in Wells Cathedral on 23rd June. Some 

members of the choir joined other deanery choirs for this extremely moving service. “For the 

Fallen”, words of Laurence Binyon set to music by Douglas Guest , was particularly 

memorable. 

An abridged Festival Service was performed by the Axbridge Deanery Choral Association at 

the Church of the Holy Cross, Mark, on 8th July. 

It was a busy Christmas, singing carols in the community and culminating on Sunday 23rd 

December with a well-attended Carol Service in St Peter’s. Traditional congregational carols 

were sung heartily and some new tunes were performed by the choir. One of the most 

delightful was the Wexford Carol, an Irish folk ballad arranged by David and performed for 

the first time by our choir. 

The year ended in style with Barry’s “Christmas Roses” and guest singers Verity- Belle and 

Osian whom we’d love to have join us! 

I. Covenants  

John English Covenant secretary 

The yearly Gift Aid claims have not yet been made as I am waiting for authorisation from 

HMRC to have access to the site. This was requested in February and can take up to thirteen 

weeks to come through.  

There has been little change in the contributions; the total number of covenants stands at 18. 

J. School  

Nikki Devitt School assembly leader 

Links between our First School and St Peter's Church continue to flourish. We host the school 

service in church every Wednesday morning in term time, with Stuart and Nikki taking it in 

turns to officiate. Mike Jory, the headmaster, is very keen to encourage the connection, and 

we share ideas so that our worship fits in with the themes the children are learning about in 

their RE lessons. This year the Pre-school children have also joined us, so we have a potential 

attendance of 84 on a Wednesday, making this the best-attended regular service in St Peter's. 
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There are also special school services for festivals, such as Christmas and Easter, which Thea 

is often involved with, and to which parents and families are specifically invited. 

This year we have been visited by the foundation governors of the  governing body of the 

school (which is now based in Cheddar, as we are part of the 'Mendip Edge' Federation of 

schools, along with Fairlands, and  Cheddar and Shipham First schools). These governors are 

appointed by the diocese and were looking at Collective Worship in the various member 

schools, particularly in church schools like ours. 

The school is also in the process of its SIAMS inspection (Statutory Inspection of Anglican 

and Methodist Schools), a kind of religious Ofsted, to evaluate its distinctiveness and 

effectiveness as a church school, and to assess how well the distinctive Christian character 

and ethos of the school ensure the development and achievement of the whole child or young 

person. The result of this is awaited, but will be available in the public domain in due course. 

K. Supporters of St Peters (SoSP)  

Thea Oliver SoSP committee 

Thank you to everyone for your continued support in whatever way you can. 

This last year has been another busy year for SOSP. Our first Saturday monthly coffee and 

cake mornings continue to be popular, well supported and attended mainly by people from 

our local community who do not otherwise attend Church but feel that they are (quite rightly) 

part of our Church family.  Twice a year we extend our coffee and cake time into soup 

lunches to raise funds for The Children’s Society in Advent, for Christian Aid in Lent.  

Our Michaelmas Fayre on the first Saturday in October is very popular with a variety of craft 

stalls and games and a raffle, followed by delicious ploughman’s lunches, coffee and cake! 

Money raised at the Michaelmas Fayre is shared between St Peter’s and the Sisters of the 

Church Loaves and Fishes project. 

On the first Saturday in December we have our “mini Christmas Fayre” with a few stalls but 

the main focus is to encourage the local community to help decorate the Church, following on 

from last year’s very successful Christmas Tree festival we chose ”Angels and Shepherds” as 

our theme… Draycott and Rodney Stoke First School really got into the spirit and each class 

provided a great variety of flying angels who were attached to blue material covering the rood 

screen, shepherd’s and sheep who were scattered around on hills and fields  inside the church 

and on the windowsills! St Leonard’s Church loaned us beautiful angels made from “retired” 

vestments, many other friends loaned items too.  

We held a Jumble Sale in April, we had our SOSP Summer BBQ in August and continue to 

support as many Church events as we can with refreshments and publicity etc. 

October: Harvest super curry night at the Strawberry Special  

We supported the showing of the film “Journey’s End” in commemoration of 100 years after 

the end of World War 1, the collection from this went to the services charity: “Combat Stress” 

In November 2018 our Autumn talk was by Tiggi Trethowan describing her life while 

working at the BBC and raised funds for Guide Dogs for the blind. 

Our now annual Carols in the pub, on the second Sunday in December, was again highly 

popular and great fun. 

In February we helped cheer the village with another delicious Winter-warmer curry night in 

the Strawberry Special Pub. 
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This year as we will supporting a new venture, on behalf of St Peter’s and St Leonard’s 

Churches.  As there is now no longer anyone to act as Christian Aid co-ordinator or enough 

helpers to deliver and collect the envelopes around our villages,  SOSP will be hosting a 

“Christian Aid Gift Day” in St Peter’s Church Draycott on Saturday 18th May from 9am to 

4pm starting with a “Big Breakfast” until 11am then we will be serving tea, coffee, biscuits 

and cakes, alongside a raffle, fair trade stall and a collection box for the Christian Aid 

envelopes that will be sent out with the parish magazines. Envelopes will also be available in 

the Churches, the Pubs and the Post Office from earlier in May. 

Last year Draycott and Rodney Stoke house to house collection raised over £1,100 (including 

gift aid) for Christian Aid and we have great confidence that, with your help and support, this 

new initiative will also be very successful. 

For more information about this event, or to offer to help in any way on the day please contact 

Thea on 01934 744739. 

If you would like to become more involved by offering to co-ordinate our local fundraising 

for Christian Aid please also contact Thea or one of the Church Wardens at either St Peter’s 

or St Leonards. 

We have a Jumble Sale booked at The Strawberry Special on Saturday April 27th 2pm. 

Although we have a “merry band” of around a dozen helpers we can always welcome anyone 

who would like to join us to help out in any way! Please speak to Thea or any of us at any of 

our events, we’d love to see you. 

In total, with your help and support, SOSP efforts have again raised a significant amount for a 

variety of causes: 

The monthly donations for coffee and cake added another £1184 towards the kitchen 

refurbishment fund.  In addition, we raised over £3800 for other causes including 

contributions to St Peter’s general fund, and outside charities as detailed above. A full record 

of our accounts is available within the church accounts. 

L. Local Ministry Group  

Pam Williams Secretary 

The Mendip LMG covers Axbridge, Shipham & Rowberrow; Cheddar, Draycott & Rodney 

Stoke; the Crook Peak group; Wedmore, Theale, Blackford & Allerton. 

2018 has seen a variety of events organised by the Steering Group, which meets bi-monthly: 

 In February, Blackford Village Hall hosted the Marriage Preparation morning and fifteen 

couples attended.  There has been positive feedback and another one is planned for March 

2019. 

 Several people completed the Lay Pastoral Assistants course in Wedmore.  It is hoped that 

the course will give them confidence when doing pastoral visiting. 

 In February Jonathan Phillpott and Judith Rose led an Intercessions Workshop in 

Cheddar. 

 Inspired by the “Thy Kingdom Come” initiative, the ten days between Ascension and 

Pentecost in May were marked in May with prayers said at different locations each 

morning during the week.  A pilgrimage walk took place from Cheddar to Wells, 

following the same format as last year.   

 The clergy did a pulpit exchange in October which as always was well received by the 

congregations. 
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 The Clergy and some Readers continued to meet on Thursdays for Morning Prayer in 

Axbridge, Cheddar, Weare and Wedmore. 

The regular worship at Morning Prayer, together with the planning meetings, continue to be a 

support and encouragement for clergy and others in leadership roles giving the opportunity to 

share plans, ideas, news and concerns.  The Axbridge Deanery has a more active role now in 

organising events and focussing on lay ministry, but the LMG still has an important part to 

play locally.  We have found that as a group of local churches, we are better together, and 

working together. 

M. Study Groups  

Chris Green/ Thea Oliver (group members, leaders) 

During the year we have followed two courses as a Benefice. 

Last year we read and discussed 'The Shack' by Paul Young. The book aims to convey 

Christian theology through a powerful (if fantastical) allegorical story. We met six times and 

Stuart, Judith and Chris took it in turns to lead the sessions. It was well-attended, with a single 

group of around 10-12 people. It produced some lively discussion (and a few long pauses). 

We did not always think the book succeeded in its (significant) ambitions, but it was a brave 

attempt to make issues such as the Trinity, the Incarnation, Atonement and the problem of 

Evil real to us as ordinary practicing Christians (not specialists in doctrine or theology). 

The second is our current Lent course: 'The Prodigal God' by Tim Keller. It takes the parable 

of 'The Prodigal Son' (or as he would prefer- the Two Sons), and shows how this one parable 

contains much of the Christian message and faith. He has an interesting and at times moving 

message (though he seems rather too sure of exactly what Jesus meant). One group met in 

Draycott, and four others in Cheddar. It has already found its way into more than one sermon! 

N. Church Magazine  

Rob Walker Editor 

As has been mentioned in previous years, it is important for all to understand that our Parish 

Magazine is very much a relentless ‘month in, month out’ type team effort by a group who I 

would describe as ‘quiet achievers’. With that in mind I would just like to record that our 

magazine was placed 48th out of over 400 entrants in the 2018 National Parish Magazine 

Awards competition. So, collectively, it seems we must be doing something right!  

As you will have noticed, the Magazine retains its settled format, price and editorial policy 

from previous years – 24 pages A5 sized B&W print edition including brightly coloured 

covers with a cover price of 50p plus a free access on-line edition for the website. In terms of 

copy, and advertising, this has proved to be credibly sustainable edition by edition. For those 

interested, I have appended a copy of the magazine’s Editorial Policy which has been 

unchanged since 2013 having reasonably stood the test of time. There have however been 

some minor developments over this last year: 

 I have persisted with having a regular ‘Benefice Events’ page in every issue i.e. mainly 

Cheddar but it sounds less parochial. I think the content has started to improve and, as 

your editor, I think it is important to continue with it as a (subliminal) statement about the 

Benefice’s importance to us. 

 Perhaps emboldened by experience, I have listened to my own rhetoric about a good 

picture being worth a thousand words. The picture content of the magazine has been 

increased over the year – and nobody has said particularly that they missed the words! 
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 Getting the Draycott to Rodney Stoke balance right remains a challenge sometimes. I am 

conscious that, deadlines being deadlines, it is sometimes expedient not to worry too 

much about such niceties. 

 The magazine could do with a few more regular, reliable contributors. They are the 

bedrock of magazines such as ours. It is not a crisis because the Church of England’s own 

press releases can be such a great source of editorial inspiration. But, for example, there is 

an obvious gap when it comes to ‘green’ issues to mention but one. If there is anyone out 

there who fancies having a go, then please do not hesitate to step forward.  

On a more general point, I continue to think it would be sound common sense for the 

Benefice’s publishing activities – magazines, websites, social media, posters, pew notes and 

so forth – to be better co-ordinated with more of a common look and feel. As has been said in 

the past ‘the medium is the message’ when it comes to improving both the reach and 

effectiveness of communications. 


